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“THAT SPECIAL DAY” 

BY: NIESHA SANDERS 

I think about it at least once a day; 

I even have dreams of white when I sleep 

It was as beautiful as can be, 

And now it was too late to run away. 

Searching and searching throughout my life, 

Now is the moment I make a sacrifice. 

The race of my heart causes me to think twice, 

Sudden rush at the thought of being a wife. 

 

As I glide graciously down the aisle, 

Eyes start to take over my temple. 

Time was near to change my life forever. 

As he reveals me I release a smile; 

His eyes relax me and prevent my tremble. 

Following “I do” was a kiss full of pleasure. 
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“MOVED BY MUSIC” 

BY: ABISHAI BYER 

The noise echoes in the distance a blissful sound 

one surveys,  

A melody so sweet keeps the soul at peace,  

 Words become clear as the volume begins to 

increase.   

What is the message the artist will convey?  

As the mind listens then begins to stray.   

Passion is aroused as the fears decease,  

Such beautiful sounds make the world seem at ease,  

Reality fades with all its disarray.  

  

As the mind deciphers what it hears,  

A picture is painted with strokes so fine,  

The words are bold as the evening sky,  

A message so clear one can’t lend a deaf ear,  

Lessons learned as the music fades with words 

divine,  

As the world goes on music will satisfy.  
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“STRUGGLE, SACRIFICE, AND 

SUCCESS” 

BY: ERIC HALL 

As school days drew ever more dark and dreary 

Along with brutal cold winds of the fall, 

A question came; give up, or give my all? 

Fast mounting stress made my eyes quite teary 

School, work, and fraternity left a scattered mind. 

Late year woes painted a picture so vivid 

As the blowing autumn leaves which left me timid, 

Balancing it all is the goal I must find. 

 

But stopping to readjust my vantage point, 

Suddenly my objective became clear. 

I’d weather the storm after all I achieved 

To finish strong with glee in every joint. 

A ray of hope shined; graduation was near; 

I conquered college life, and felt so relieved. 
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THE WARRIOR 

BY: WILL CRAIG 

The warrior stepped first into the woods. 

This place was camped by a well-known thief 

Who would stop at nothing to cause people grief. 

The warrior was tasked to reclaim his goods. 

These woods also held many scares 

Like wolves, bears, and a mysterious cave, 

Which no one would enter no matter how brave. 

He strode on, for he was wont with these affairs. 

  

“Will! Come in for Dinner!” My mother yelled. 

I reluctantly threw down my “sword”, 

And walked back in so she’d not be irate. 

Inside, I feared the sight of my bag she held, 

“Third grade starts tomorrow.” I will be bored. 

My warrior adventure will have to wait. 
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DEAD LEAVES 

BY: WILLIAM LEHNE 

Do leaves serve a purpose when they are dead? 

When they leave the tree, their age old friend, 

 and fly on the breeze till spring comes again. 

Do I serve a purpose as I sleep in bed? 

Is there not a more productive way ahead? 

I could learn, work, or relationships pursue. 

Awake, my life is a tree that bears fruit  

While in sleep, it seems like a tool in a shed. 

  

A tree that rests in winter will stay alive. 

To awake in spring and yield in greater breadth. 

As the budding leaves I will arise  

When tiredness fails to nag like winter’s breath. 

So I will protect sleep; shutting my eyes 

Letting my leaves fall, in my season of rest. 
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Are you tired  

and in need of a vacation? 

So good you’ll never want to leave! 

Lotus Island 



“ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE” 

BIO-DISCOGRAPHY 

BY: NIESHA SANDERS 

Introduction 

 Growing up I was raised by my grandmother, who worked the 

majority of my childhood to support our family. As a result, I matured at a 

young age. My grandmother was strong, independent, and spiritual: she 

taught me that anything can be accomplished as long as I keep faith in God. 

My grandmother also made sure to remind me the importance of being an 

independent woman and how blessed I am; therefore, I should appreciate 

everything I have. The important aspects in my life involve living every day 

with a smile and positive attitude. Maintaining a positive attitude motivates 

me to succeed and proceed through life with an optimistic perspective. My 

grandmother brought me to respect great artists such as Christina Aguilera, 

Mariah Carey, Beyoncé Knowles, Mary Mary, and Kelly Clarkson: 

independent, motivational, and successful women. Their music signifies more 

than words to me; the lyrics influence me to remember the advice of my 

grandmother. I believe a great song tells a story, a story that you can relate 

to and be inspired by. Hearing an uplifting song helps me establish a strong 

mind set to better myself each and every day. The impact I gain from 

listening to music seems unbelievable. 

 

“Stronger (What Doesn’t Kill You).”  Kelly Clarkson.  

While studying, I listen to a popular satellite radio named, Pandora. Most 

students can agree on the low excitement of completing tough homework, but 

when Kelly’s song randomly came on I could not help but to blast the music and 

kill my roommate’s ear drums by singing the catchy lyrics. In Kelly Clarkson’s 

song she sings to a guy she had a bad break-up with and she makes sure he 

understands his dismissal from her life caused her to advance in independence 

and strength. While growing into a woman, as any other young lady, I 

encountered a bad relationship in the past. Listening to Kelly’s song now helps 

me remember the lesson my grandmother taught me about not depending on 

anybody, but myself. I learned the importance of not giving anybody the power to 

control my independence. In addition, I use school and work to keep myself 

focused on success, which keeps my mind off the negatives in my past. Kelly 

Clarkson uses a popular quote in her song, “What doesn’t kill you makes you 

stronger, stand a little taller.” Who would not strive for motivation to achieve a 

difficult challenge after hearing boosting lyrics? The lyrics encouraged me to 

accomplish my difficult homework and in the end I definitely felt stronger 

knowing I could undertake both the ordeal of a bad break up and the trials of 

schoolwork 

 

“In the Morning.” Mary Mary.  

When I was 15 years old I heard “In the Morning”, one of my favorite gospel 

songs, for the first time while riding in the car with my family. The only music my 

mother would let me and my siblings listen to in the car was gospel music. My 

mother believed listening to anything else would turn us into drug addicts and 

strippers. The two women singing the song send an inspirational message to 

listeners: no matter what you are going through, God will always make a way to 

bring your darkness (hard times) to light (miracles and happiness). The song 

describes the process of going through tough times in order to appreciate the 

blessings you are given throughout life. The words, “In the Morning” references 

new beginnings where you forget the dark moments and renew your thanks in 

God for the blessings and new opportunities he has given you. For a while, 

listening to Mary Mary’s song became a daily morning routine, making sure I 

started my day on a positive note, appreciating life. 
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“Beautiful.” Christina Aguilera.  

Christina Aguilera, one of my favorite artists because of her strong voice, 

instantly gives me chills when I hear her sing “Beautiful” along with intensity 

of the lyrics. One day while watching MTV, Christina’s music video came on 

and for once she was not singing about seducing men or other sexual 

activities. In “Beautiful” Christina explains the narrow acceptance in society, 

simply because of appearances and beliefs. The lyrics, “You are beautiful no 

matter what they say. Words can’t bring you down. You are beautiful in every 

single way, words can’t bring you down,” became my favorite lyrics. I am 

reminded that the opinions others in society have about me do not matter as 

long as I am happy with myself. If I cannot make myself happy, then why 

should I depend on society to do the job for me? Christina’s song inspired me 

to quit trying to impress society and start living for myself, which molded me 

into a strong, positive, cheerful woman. 

 

“Make It Through the Rain.” Mariah Carey.  

Mariah Carey, another personal favorite, delivers a powerful message with a 

dominant voice to compliment “Make It Through the Rain.” The direction of the 

song refers to independent women who sometimes have moments of fear and 

think about giving up. After hearing Mariah’s song, the motivation of defeating 

fear instantly gives me hope of accomplishment. My favorite lyrics “I can make 

it through the rain. I can stand up once again, on my own, and I know that I am 

strong enough to mend. And every time I feel afraid, I hold tighter my faith. And 

I live once again, and I make it through the rain,” definitely ties together all the 

advice my grandmother gives me. Being an independent woman occasionally 

brings doubt, but with faith in God, he will always be there and mend you into a 

stronger person. 

 

“Me, Myself, & I.” Beyoncé Knowles.  

“Me, Myself, & I”, a self-explanatory title, has the perfect artist singing, 

Beyoncé Knowles. Beyoncé can be classified as a successful, independent, 

strong role model for most females. As a young girl I never really understood 

the message of “Me, Myself, & I,” because Beyoncé sings in hatred toward a 

guy she put her trust in who betrayed her in the end. As a 6
th

 grader, I had no 

clue how the pain of being in love and getting hurt felt. I was too interested in 

Barbie’s and the “Rugrats.” As I mentioned before, since I was raised by my 

grandmother, I was the only child in my household, so the lyrics, “I took a vow 

that for now on Ima be my own best friend,” stood out to me. I was always 

alone in my room playing by myself so I felt as if I was my own best friend. As I 

got older I looked at the message in Beyoncé’s situation in a more independent 

way once I understood the lyrics of the song. Now I look at myself as my own 

best friend striving for success. Hopefully, in the future I can become as 

independent, strong, successful, and wise as Beyoncé Knowles; having other 

inspiring females write about me in their English 212 class. 
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INSPIRATIONAL ART OF LITERATURE 

A BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY 

BY: ABISHAI BYER 

  Since I was young I found myself taking a strong interest in books. 

I felt that the books I read should challenge me to reflect on my life and 

compel me to incorporate the ideas from the text into my life. I tended to 

lose myself in the books as if time had stopped and I had jumped into a new 

world. As I have grown older, I realize that I am more in tune with the things 

around me and I perceive new ideas more intuitively. Consequently, I have 

noticed that this has taken effect on the styles of books I choose. I read 

books that tell stories of people who face difficult odds yet find ways to 

overcome them in a virtuous way. The following books are not simply just 

books, but works of art that have cultivated and shaped ideas in my mind. 

These books have taught me that when faced with tough situations things 

will always work out in the end. I also feel that these books are inspirational 

tools that I have used over the years to remind myself that no situation is too 

much to handle.  

 

The Broker John Grisham.   

When I am asked who my favorite author is, without hesitation John Grisham’s 

name is at the tip of my tongue. I was introduced to Grisham by my sister about 

a year ago. Little did I know that she had introduced me to one of the greatest 

author’s I have ever known. I had this book with me at all times and read it at 

every chance I got. Grisham’s suspenseful writing style had captured and held 

my attention from the beginning to the end.  After I finished the book, I was left 

with a feeling I hadn’t experienced before; I didn’t want the book to end. I 

wanted to continue to explore the beautiful scenery of Italy that Grisham had so 

vividly described. I felt that The Broker brought a whole new meaning to the 

suspense genre that I have grown to love. The Broker tells the story of a 

Washington D.C. power broker who is pardoned by the president in his last hours 

and has to fend for his life in a foreign country. The plot of the book compelled 

me to put myself in the character’s shoes.  I often wondered what I would do if I 

were in that situation. Would I have the courage to continue with life even 

though my world had been completely changed? When going through life it’s not 

just about going through the motions, but making a conscious effort to make the 

best out of your current situation, and to live life to the fullest even if your world 

is in disarray. 

  

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.   

A. Conan Doyle When I first started taking an interest in reading for pleasure, I 

tended to look for books with an adventurous genre. I felt that I related to this 

style of literature, because of my curious and audacious personality as a young 

child. Sherlock Holmes was one of those characters that I could relate to, 

because of his peculiar demeanor and determination to solve mysteries. It was 

interesting watching his relationship with Dr. Watson, because it reminded me of 

my relationship with a good friend of mine. Being the curious one between the 

two of us I found that I had a lot in common with Sherlock Holmes, which made 

reading these stories more enjoyable. I find it interesting that the simple things 

such as sharing lasting memories with friends can easily be taken for granted. 

The adventures that Holmes and Watson went on reminded me to enjoy those 

special moments shared with a friend whether it be hiking through the 

mountains or relaxing at home. 
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The Firm John Grisham.    

The Firm was the second John Grisham book I read. After I developed a strong 

interest in Grisham’s works from reading The Broker, I couldn’t wait to get my 

hands on another one of his novels. John Grisham is known for his descriptive 

language and his ability to paint a picture in the reader’s mind I chose to read 

this book because of its gripping theme. The novel tells a story about a young 

lawyer who is caught right in the middle of a moral conflict concerning the 

mafia and the FBI. Even though I do not plan on becoming a lawyer in the 

future, I am always eager to learn about other types of professions, and this 

book did an awesome job of encompassing the trials and hardship that lawyers 

go through.  I thought it would be interesting to read a novel that did not only 

tell a fascinating story but also delivered a wealth of knowledge about the 

corporate law environment. Similar to the main character of the story I find 

myself having to make ethical decisions all the time. It’s not just about 

choosing to do what is right, but understanding that no matter the outcome we 

should always fight for what we believe is the virtuous thing to do. 

 

Ender’s Game Orson Scott.    

Ender’s Game was a book that I found to be a difficult read at first. At this 

stage in my life I had not read many large novels, and found it challenging to 

follow the story’s plot. I put the book down for about a year or so, but when I 

picked it back up later I sparked a new interest in the book. The author tells a 

story about a young boy named Ender, who is perceived to be a child genius. 

The way Scott works politics and ethics into young teen’s novel is 

extraordinary. It challenges a young mind to think outside of the usual 

parameters that we normally follow. As a young teen reading this novel, I was 

introduced to political ideas that I had not previously known. Scott tells how a 

young boy with the odds set against him is used by the government to help save 

the world from an invasion of extraterrestrial beings. Reading this book allowed 

me to reflect on how as humans we have a purpose to fulfill in life, and that it is 

up to us to recognize this phenomenon. Also, that even when things are not 

going in our favor as long as we hold our heads up we can overcome the 

impossible.  

 

Travel Team Mike Lupica.   

Mike Lupica was another one of my favorite authors growing up, and I have 

read a number of his books in the past. Lupica has an interesting writing style 

where he uses the books he writes to send a message to young readers. By 

reading his books you can tell that the purpose behind his writing is to motivate 

kids to achieve their goals in life. In the Travel Team the author tells a story 

about a boy named Danny who has dreams of playing for a local travel team, 

but is cut from the team because he is too short. After reading this novel I felt 

that the author was trying to convey a sincere message to the reader.  This is 

shown throughout the story when Danny has to rise above his limitations, and 

fulfill his dream of playing travel team basketball. This story left a lasting 

impression on me as a young reader and I feel is the reason why I began to 

adore Lupica’s writing style. He did not just write a fiction story about a boy 

playing basketball, but instead told a story of determination and the desire to 

fulfill your goals in life. I was able to reflect on this story and compare it with 

areas in my life where I may not have had the tools needed to succeed, but with 

determination and will power I was able to achieve goals that seemed 

unattainable.  
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MOTION PICTURE MOTIVATION 

A BIO-FILMOGRAPHY 

BY: ERIC HALL  

Introduction 

 In the twenty first century, movies are a common form of 

entertainment. Yet when you look past the comedy, there are great 

underlying messages in most of the top box office hits. As the son of a 

military father of 20 years and having a mother from a low income 

background who has worked extremely hard every day to attain her current 

high position in Bank of America today, it was instilled within me since birth 

that achievement is a must. Having such great influential figures as parents 

always caused me to yearn for more and expect a lot of myself. I also 

developed an urge to give back and help others any way possible as they did 

for me. I never was the vocal leader, but always had the desire to live right 

and lead by example. My heavy involvement at Clemson University as a PEER 

Mentor (for freshman minority engineering and science majors) allows me to 

use my own past experiences to ease the freshman experience and give 

guidance for a positive transition to Clemson University. I also strive to live 

by my Fraternities motto of “Train for leadership”. This is evidenced by our 

endless hours of community service, involvement on Clemson’s campus and 

by us having the highest NPHC Fraternity GPR. The culmination of these 

things led me to choose a leadership as my genre. 

 

Remember the Titans (2000), Boaz Yakin.  

Coach Boone is the epitome of a leader in this film.  Going into an unknown and hostile 

environment, not only did he vastly improve a struggling football program, but he helped 

change the culture of an entire city. He has a plan and sees it through. This success is a 

step by step process. First he integrates two teams of different race and makes them one 

unit during his preseason training camp. By isolating them from the public and making 

them stay and learn the ways of someone from the other culture the team slowly but 

surely create a strong bond. As a talented football player in my high school days, it was 

easy to get attached to this film. His motivational skills lead to the development of two 

other leaders in Bertier and Campbell. Their great friendship is the driving force in unity 

within their school as they refuse to let the different cultures affect the chemistry they 

have made while playing on the same team. Having great success on the field is a factor 

because most things go smoother when you win. But the single greatest factor in 

positively impacting this community was seeing everybody from both sides come 

together after Bertier was in a horrible car accident. Given my football background, I 

aspired to be a leader in school and on the field due to this film. 

 

Freedom Writers (2007),  

Richard LaGravenese. Contrary to the typical action or comedy filled movies of my youth, 

this movie quickly sparked my interest due to the message it portrayed. Growing up, it 

seemed as if people were just going through the motions in school. A completely different 

environment than at Clemson, yet this movie shows you do not have to be a product of 

your environment. There is always a way to rise up and beyond and succeed with the 

proper guidance and motivation. Erin Gruwell, an English teacher and main character is 

instantly hit with culture shock when she attends her first day at Wilson High School. 

Low income, literacy and high levels of crime and segregation led to a school system 

destined for failure. Her style of teaching and her confidence in all her students was 

something very new for the class. It led to them forming new found respect for each other 

and inner motivation to actually graduate and do something positive with their lives. In 

this area, High school graduation is a stretch, and its far more likely to end up in prison 

than to become accepted into college. She makes educating more than just professional 

but also personal as she genuinely cares for the students and their success. This showed 

me the fulfillment in sharing your success by helping others reach a plateau they never 

knew they could. 
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 The Dark Knight Trilogy, Chris Nolan.  

This trilogy had such a profound impact to me that I wrote a research paper on the second 

book during freshman year English 103. I wanted to be a difference maker like the heroes I 

grew up watching. There are many leaders in the Dark Knight saga, all extremely 

influential yet with varying qualities. While a superhero, Batman was only human yet still 

as great a leader you will ever find in a book or movie. He has been Gotham City’s savior 

time and time again, and always ready to sacrifice himself for the cause. He took the 

blame for the death of Harvey Dent, so Harvey could retain his good image and instill a 

sense of hope in the city of Gotham for the actions which led to his death. As a leader, you 

become the focal point and everything that happens; good or bad eventually comes back 

on you. Batman always finds a way to meet and exceed this pressure. Even at an older 

age, Batman is literally left broken by Bane, physically and mentally, but realizing the 

pending peril Gotham is in, Batman somehow finds a way to evacuate the virtually 

inescapable pit he has been placed in. Through inner strength and an iron will, Batman has 

the ability to make the impossible jump necessary to leave the pit. It’s that motivation, 

which is greatest when times are tough that cements him as an all-time great leader.  

 

 The Lion King (1994), Roger Allers, Rob Minkoff.  

A true leader inspires others to follow in their footsteps and lead. Mufasa, the king of Pride 

Rock steadily teaches Simba how to become a leader which helps return the once great 

kingdom to its former glory. Patience, wisdom, love, and sacrifice are his greatest 

attributes. Mufasa was also motivational and supportive of his son. Even in passing, his 

sacrificing himself for his son had an everlasting impact on Simba’s life. Simba’s visions of 

his late father helped him to become the same type of man his father was. Scar is the 

villain of story, yet an extremely influential leader. Scar didn’t care for others, but his thirst 

for power and skill at bribing others led him to ascending to the throne. His many hyena 

minions for example slaved for him to get food and shelter in return. His egotistical 

attitude eventually backfires as his concern for being on top causes the greenery of Pride 

Rock to slowly become a barren wasteland. Simba had to grow up in a very unconventional 

way, proving there is no “prototypical leader”. Slowly he comes to terms with who he is 

and makes his return to his kingdom, even if it means criticism and ridicule after the death 

of Mufasa. Simba accepts this, challenges, and overthrows Scar. Pride Rock then returns 

to its great state. This movie appeals to all ages and cultures and was an easy motivator 

even in my young years.  

 

Saving Private Ryan (1998), Steven Spielberg.  

The sense of patriotism and the imagery really makes you feel as if you were there and a 

part of the war. It’s easy to connect leadership to this film. All soldiers are lead, yet they 

are leaders themselves due to their willingness to put their life on the line for their 

country. Leadership is about taking people towards the direction they wouldn’t be able to 

get to by themselves. This is evidenced in this movie as Captain John Miller is tasked with 

leading soldiers to bring back Private Ryan to safety. The captain has to be fearless even 

in the face of an impossible task. Having a military father who was often gone in my 

younger days gave this move far greater influence.  

Normally money is a heavy factor in a person’s  

everyday career, yet in the Army our life is on the line.  

It’s about more than income, they understand the 

sacrifice they must be willing to make, and the  

connection they need with their unit. My last piece holds 

 weight as I may one day join the armed forces to serve  

my country like the great leaders in this film. 
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DIGGING DEEPER 

A BIO-FILMOGRAPHY  

BY: WILL CRAIG 

 Movies are meant to be gateways into a director’s or writer’s 

frame of mind. The same movie can mean many different things to all 

different types of people. There are some movies that like to raise 

questions from the audience while others are just for fun and each has its 

place. I personally enjoy movies for their ability to bring friends together 

and give a common point to converse about. There are also those movies 

that are almost like a guilty pleasure that I can watch again and again. 

My favorite movies are those that you can watch over and over and pick 

up little things that I may have missed the first time. Each viewing I find 

more of those things. I admit that I get easily bored so movies like this 

always give me something new. These kinds of movies have an 

underlying psychological question or debate at their core. These 

questions help keep the movies in peoples’ minds and with each viewing 

you can find more evidence to support what you previously thought or 

even change your entire perspective. In my mind, if a movie can make you 

ask those questions and stay in your mind for days and weeks to come, 

The director has succeeded in their job. 

  

Shutter Island. Martin Scorsese.  

This movie delves into the intricacies of psychology and the human mind. The 

premise of the movie is that a U.S. marshal (DiCaprio) comes to Shutter Island, a 

mental asylum, to investigate the disappearance of one of the patients. It is hard to 

explain why this movie is such a good look into the mind without giving away 

spoilers, but, as an audience member, it is definitely going to make you think. I enjoy 

watching Shutter Island. over and over again because every viewing more clues can 

be seen. The ending of the movie leaves a very big question that even the audience 

can ask themselves, and rewatching the movie can allow you to catch things 

previously missed that can cue you into the main character’s answer. The movie does 

not end though after the ending credits are through. The final question the movie 

presents is one that sticks with you. I remember when I first saw this movie with my 

friends. We went outside the theater and talked about it for at least thirty minutes. 

We all had our own take on the ending and it was fun to discuss them. In my opinion, 

these movies, the ones that you can talk about for a long time, are the perfect 

movies. 
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Fight Club. David Fincher.  

This is another movie that focuses on psychological problems. The main character, Ed 

Norton, is just an average blue collar worker that has been stuck in a rut for as long 

as he can remember. He has been looking for a change and that is when he meets 

Tyler Durden (Brad Pitt) and everything changes. Together they start an underground 

fight club where they take out all of their pent up aggression on each other and the 

other members. What once started as a small diversion turns into something much 

more. It becomes a fraternity with many members across the country and soon Tyler 

Durden has them running shady and petty crimes that have the main character 

questioning his intentions. Again, I cannot explain to the fullest extent how much this 

movie delves into psychological topics without ruining the major twist, but the end 

again does leave the audience guessing. In my opinion, the best part of the movie is 

actually watching it for the second time. There are many different aspects that are so 

easily missed in this movie the first time around. Personally, I did not even notice the 

first time around, the main character’s name is never revealed. This allows for the 

audience member to more easily put themselves into the shoes of the protagonist and 

through that, makes them question themselves as well as the character. There are 

many little details, for example small one frame images that pop up from time to time 

that suggest a bigger picture. This movie is among one of my favorites because it is 

great at sparking a conversation between people that have seen it. It raises questions 

about what we perceive as real and what do we really want. 

 

Inception. Christopher Nolan.  

When mentioning movies that make an audience think and have a hanging question at 

the end, Inception always comes to mind. This is another film with Leonardo Dicaprio 

in it and it also does a great job at making the audience look for every detail that goes 

into it. Now the movie has so much going on, that most people had to watch two or 

maybe three times just to get the main plot of the movie, but all the minute details 

regarding what is a dream and what is not, makes it very interesting for multiple 

viewings. Inception does less in the aspect of sparking debate, except possibly the 

final scene, but what it does excel at is keeping the audience absorbed in the 

universe it portrays. The movie demands a very active viewing experience because in 

order to get the full effect, you must be paying attention at every little detail. 

Sometimes when movies drag on I tend to stop focusing on it and miss parts, but 

movies like Inception keep the pace relatively high and are always throwing in small 

details that I like to look for, therefore keeping me engaged in the movie. Christopher 

Nolan, the director, also likes to throw different themes at the audience or even use 

the same actors in his movies just like Easter eggs for the audience to pick up on. 

Some are obvious, like actors being used in multiple movies, while others need the 

audience to look a little deeper to see the other things he has hid in them. Movies like 

this, where they add little details, make the viewing experience fun for me because it 

is just like being on a scavenger hunt for the duration of the movie trying to find new 

things each time. 
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Memento. Christopher Nolan.  

This movie is completely different from any movie out there. Nolan made a film so 

unique that the way the story plays out alone warrants a watch. Memento does have a 

beginning, middle, and end, but it does not play out in that order. The opening scene of 

the movie is actually the final scene chronologically, and from there the movie plays out 

to the beginning. There is a reason behind this choice. The main character, Leonard 

Shelby (Guy Pearce), has short term memory loss meaning that after every fifteen 

minutes or so, he completely forgets who he is and what he was doing at that moment. 

His mission is to kill the man that killed his wife which he tries to accomplish by 

tattooing and photographing important moments and details so that he can look back on 

them after he forgets. I enjoy this movie immensely because it is riddled with those 

clues that I love to look for. It is also fun because the main character is also finding out 

the clues at the same time the audience is when the movie plays backwards. I had to 

watch this movie as part of a class in high school and I was thoroughly surprised. I never 

knew I would enjoy watching a movie as a class assignment. This movie has all the 

makings of a great one, unique, interesting story, and tons of replay value.  

 

Emperor’s New Groove. Mark Dindal.  

Last but not least is my favorite movie of all time. This movie may not fit into the same 

categories as the other movies previously stated but I could not leave it out. The one 

movie that I could watch again and again is Disney’s Emperor’s New Groove. I can watch 

this movie at any point in time and still laugh at it. What makes this movie so special for 

me is that each time I watch it, it still seems fresh and every once in a while I’ll find 

another joke. Disney also does a good job catering to adults that sometimes watch the 

movie with their kids because they can sneak in some adult references that would go 

right over the child’s head. There is never anything overtly foul about it but it does allow 

the adult to enjoy the movie just as much as their kid. For me, this means that I get a 

different viewing experience between the first time I watched it as an 8 year old kid, and 

seeing it again presently.  As I have stated previously, the movies that I can go back to 

and watch again and again tend to be my favorites. I enjoy going on that scavenger hunt 

of finding small details that I missed previously. Emperor’s New Groove is different in the 

fact that I am not searching for clues to a mystery, but just searching for enjoyment and 

the movie never disappoints. The movies that are my favorites, and make this list, are 

ones that stay with you after the credits are over. They are movies that warrant multiple 

viewings and are still interesting the second, third, or even tenth time watching it. 
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A LOVE OF SACRIFICE 

A BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY  

BY WILLIAM LEHNE 

 I believe that all actions start with a thought; that what we think 

about determines the life we live.  To me what others write in literature is 

what they have been thinking on; it is the way they live.  Because of my 

belief in the power of thought, I choose literature based on what I want to 

see in my life.  I like to read stories of true sacrificial love, in which the 

characters make choices that go far beyond what is comfortable for them 

and make a great impact on those around them.  They are stories of 

protection, bravery, hope, love, sacrifice, and extraordinary 

accomplishments.  From the inspiring tales of Frodo Baggins and Aslan the 

lion, I find myself encouraged to live a life that leaves a positive mark on 

those around me.  These stories are ones I like to think about because I 

want to live a life of love. 

 

The Bible. Various (Inspired by God).   

The most important book that I read is the Bible because it tells me how my Lord lives.  

To me it is the manual to how I should think; and thus it is the manual to how I should 

live.  The Bible is full of stories of sacrifice and love.  I find myself continually 

challenged to go deeper: as a child searches farther under the Christmas tree to find the 

next gift, I find myself reaching further into the Bible to learn more.  The Bible is the 

greatest story of love that I have ever read.  In the Bible, God comes down as a man to 

live a perfect life so that He could be given as the perfect sacrifice to pay for the sins of 

man.  Through this story, my eyes are opened to the power of love as one who realizes 

the power of a hug because someone hugged them when they were having a tough time.   

The Bible is my encompassing compass; giving instructions for all of my life through the 

history of love it portrays.  It will always be my favorite book. 

 

 The Hiding Place. Corrie Ten Boom.    

There are many people who have gone before me that encourage me to live a life of 

sacrificial love.  Some of these people are the Boom family.  The Hiding Place tells the 

story of their life in Germany during the Holocaust.  The story is told by Corrie Ten Boom.  

Corrie and her family believe in Christ and because of their belief they choose to help 

hide the Jews from the Nazis in their house.  The Boom’s had a secret room built to help 

hide their friends from the Nazi search parties.   Their plan works until Corrie 

unknowingly offers help to a spy for the Nazis and the spy turns the Boom family in.  

Through a series of events, Corrie and her sister Betsie are taken to a concentration 

camp after being arrested.  Corrie is set free due to a mix up in the German system but 

her father and Betsie die in captivity.  Because I was homeschooled, my family and I 

were able to have a month long field trip of Germany.  I have crawled into the secret 

room and stood where many Jews were hidden from the Nazis.  In these moments, I 

can’t deny the power of love to change history for the good.  I admire the sacrifice the 

Boom family gave in order to protect the Jews and I will always remember that standing 

for what is right will not be easy but will make an everlasting impact for good.` 
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The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe. C.S Lewis.   

The Pevensie children are normal children and act as you would expect children to act: 

they go to school, play hide and seek, and like to eat sweets.  But the children did not 

live in a normal era.  Britain was in the middle of a war.  As an ant can live in a world of 

giants and not care until its home is stepped on, so the children did not really 

understand what war meant until it caused them to move.  They end up moving to a 

mansion away from the war and through a game of hide and seek; Lucy Pevensie 

discovers the imaginary world of Narnia.  In Narnia, the White Witch has kept the world 

in a state of winter and oppression.  They are drawn into the battle by Aslan the lion.  

The climax of the story occurs when their leader Aslan gives his own life as a trade for 

the unfaithful Edmund Pevensie.  Aslan’s act of love awakened the Pevensie children to 

what it means to be a leader and to love.  I found myself relating very closely to the 

Pevensie children when I read this book as a ten year old child on my own adventure 

touring Germany.  Growing up I was very much concerned with myself, yet through 

reading this book I was awakened to a world outside of myself in which my choices 

affect others.  I wanted to help cast of oppression, and bring the warmth of love to a 

very often cold wintery world.   

 

A Tale of Two Cities. Charles Dickens.   

When I first began to read this book for a high school literature class, I found the 

language a little difficult and the reading tedious but it was not long before I was drawn 

by the mystery and passions of the story.  The story only added to itself as it went on.  

The story starts with a mysterious man in a tower who makes shoes all day.  That man 

is later found to be Dr. Manette.  He was thrown in prison for trying to report the crimes 

of the Evremonde family.  Dr. Manette has a daughter Lucie who falls in love with and 

marries Charles Darnay.  Lucie has another admirer whose name is Sydney Carton.  

Sydney was looked at with disdain by the community due to his drinking habits, although 

he is a very smart lawyer.  The French Revolution begins and Charles goes into the heart 

of the revolution to try to help calm the chaos.  While Charles is there it is found out that 

he is an Evremonde and, though guiltless for his families crimes, is given the death 

penalty by the guillotine.  At the last moment, Sydney Carton takes the place of the 

convicted Charles Evremonde.  As Sydney Carton goes bravely to that place of swift 

silence to the world and yet speaks louder than the roar of an unsatisfied country, I am 

reminded that it is never too late to make a difference.   My heart was deeply touched by 

this story of sacrifice.   

 

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy. J. R. R. Tolkien.   

This trilogy is full of sacrifice, bravery, and winning against all odds.  The hobbit Frodo 

Baggins is thrown into the war over Middle Earth in which the evil Sauron is trying to get 

back his ring of power to rule the world.  Frodo and others band together to destroy the 

ring.  Every hobbit has a great love for their peaceful Shire and Frodo was no exception.  

The series starts off with a scene from the joyous life of the Shire.  Even though Frodo 

longs to be in the Shire throughout his journey, he comes to a realization that what 

makes the Shire such a great place are those there that he loves.  He finds that there is 

great importance in friendship through his closest companion Samwise Gamgee.  Who 

can forget the faithfulness and sacrifice of Sam as he carries Frodo on his back through 

the mountains when Frodo can walk no more?  Don’t we all need a friend to help us 

when we fall?  From this story of banding together as brothers, I am reminded of the 

power of friendship when there is love.  I also admire the sacrifice of Frodo as he took 

responsibility and put his life on the line for those he loves. 
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