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FOREWORD

On	February	15th,	1942,	at	Singapore,	 some	eighty-five	 thousand	men,	 the
remainder	 of	 the	British	 forces	 in	Malaya,	 surrendered	 to	 the	 Japanese.	About
twenty	thousand	more	had	already	been	killed	or	had	previously	been	captured.
The	final	surrender	was	the	culmination	of	a	disaster	as	complete	and	dramatic
as	any	 that	has	befallen	British	arms	anywhere	 in	 the	world;	 in	 the	East,	 there
had	been	nothing	like	it	since	the	annihilation	of	a	British	army	in	the	gorges	of
the	Kabul	River	just	a	hundred	years	before.	Of	the	troops	who	fell	into	Japanese
hands,	 more	 than	 half,	 nearly	 sixty	 thousand	 altogether,	 were	 Indians;	 in	 the
course	 of	 their	 captivity,	 rather	 less	 than	 half	 of	 them,	 about	 twenty-five
thousand,	 threw	 off	 their	 allegiance	 and	 joined	 what	 was	 called	 the	 Indian
National	Army;	 this	was	 the	 army	of	 ‘Free	 India’,	 a	 ‘provisional	 government’
that	 claimed	 to	 be	 a	 national	 state	 under	 the	 Presidency	 of	 Subhash	 Chandra
Bose	–	the	subject	of	this	book	–	and	to	be	allied	with	the	Japanese.	In	military
law,	 they	 thus	 committed	 the	 offences	 of	 mutiny,	 desertion	 and	 waging	 war
against	the	King.

Yet	more	 than	 half	 the	 Indians,	 some	 thirty-five	 thousand,	 stood	 firm	 to	 their
allegiance,	 facing	 continuous	 privation	 and	 hardship,	 sometimes	 torture	 and
death,	rather	than	be	false	to	the	salt	they	had	eaten	and	the	oaths	they	had	taken
when	 they	 enlisted;	meanwhile,	 their	 comrades,	men	of	 sister	 battalions	of	 the
same	regiments,	drawn	from	the	same	stock,	with	the	same	traditions,	won	glory
for	their	colours	and	the	admiration	of	their	fellow	soldiers	–	British,	American,
Germans	alike	–	 in	North	Africa,	 Italy	and	Burma.	Why	did	 these	other	 troops
go	over	to	the	enemy?	Was	their	act,	as	most	British	soldiers	thought,	a	simple
betrayal	 of	 faith?	Or	was	 it,	 as	many	 Indians	 came	passionately	 to	believe,	 an
outburst	of	nationalist	fervour?

That	is	one	question	of	interest	to	anyone	concerned	with	the	motives	for	human
behaviour.	A	second	is	how	these	men	were	 treated	at	 the	end	of	 the	war.	The
decisions	taken	have	been	criticised	with	bitterness	and	from	varied	quarters;	it
is	the	kind	of	criticism	which	is	easy	after	the	event,	but	in	the	circumstances	of
the	time,	I	do	not	believe	any	other	general	line	of	policy	could	have	been	taken.



And	though	I	recall	several	long	statements	setting	out	the	grave	–	and	very	real
–	dangers	involved	in	every	possible	course	of	action,	I	know	of	no	constructive
alternative	ever	put	forward	and	rejected.

In	the	whole	story,	the	personality	of	Subhash	Chandra	Bose	plays	an	important
part,	with	which	Mr.	Toye	has	dealt	in	his	book;	here,	as	an	introduction	to	his
book,	are	 the	barest	outlines,	 sketched	from	another	angle.	Among	 the	 twenty-
five	 thousand	 technically	 guilty	 of	 mutiny	 there	 were,	 in	 proportions	 about
which	one	can	hardly	be	precise,	men	whose	motives	fall	into	four	classes.	Some
–	and	I	would	judge	few	–	joined	the	I.N.A.	with	the	intentions	of	rejoining	the
British	forces	when	they	saw	a	chance;	some	–	and	I	would	judge	the	majority	–
were	puzzled,	misinformed,	misled,	and	on	 the	whole	believed	 the	course	 they
took	was	 the	most	 honourable	 open	 to	 them.	Others	were	 frankly	 opportunist,
some	 really	 were	 fervent	 nationalists:	 in	 both	 these	 classes,	 I	 would	 suppose
there	were	nothing	like	so	many	as	in	the	second.	And	of	course	these	categories
were	not	clear-cut;	 there	were	men	whose	motives	were	 thoroughly	mixed	and
some	mixture	in	almost	all.

The	Indian	Army	consisted	of	volunteers	–	even	in	the	war	when	it	grew	to	two
million	and	a	half	–	and	men	came	to	 the	colours	partly	because	 the	pay,	 food
and	 clothing	were	 by	 Indian	 standards	 very	 good,	 partly	 because	 in	 India	 the
soldier’s	 profession	 has	 always	 been	 held	 in	 honour.	 There	 had	 been	 for	 a
century	and	a	half	Indian	officers,	promoted	from	the	rank,	who	might	command
a	 platoon,	 or	 in	 emergency	 a	 company,	 and	 who	 held	 a	 subordinate	 form	 of
commission	 signed	 by	 the	 Viceroy,	 the	 higher	 officers	 who	 held	 a	 King’s
Commission	 were	 until	 1919	 British.	 Of	 the	 officers	 with	 the	 King’s
Commission,	 regular	 or	 emergency,	 I	 should	 suppose	 that,	 by	 the	 time	 of
Singapore,	approaching	one-fifth	were	Indians.

The	men	were	taken	away	from	their	higher	officers	when	they	were	captured.
They	often	had	no	source	of	news	that	was	not	Japanese	and	they	were	told	that
Britain	was	 defeated	 and	 the	war	was	 over.	 I	 knew	 the	men	 and	 lower-grade-
officers	of	one	of	these	battalions	well:	in	particular,	I	remember	their	Subadar-
Major,	 whose	 position	 was	 something	 between	 those	 of	 Adjutant	 and
Regimental	Sergeant-Major,	a	straightforward	little	man	from	the	remoter	hills.
They	were	Himalayan	 peasants,	 very	 credulous	 and	 curiously	 humble	 in	 their
attitude	to	the	world	beyond	their	hills,	magnificent	soldiers	when	firmly	led,	but
when	deprived	of	firm	leadership	too	conscious	of	their	own	lack	of	knowledge



and	 experience	 to	 offer	 much	 resistance	 to	 propaganda.	 To	 this	 battalion	 was
sent	 an	 Indian	officer	who	had	held	a	King’s	Commission	and	had	 for	 a	 short
time	served	with	them	before	the	surrender.	He	told	them	that	the	war	was	over
and	that	they	had	the	choice	between	digging	latrines	for	the	Japanese	and	once
more	becoming	soldiers	–	but	 this	 time	 in	 the	service	of	an	Independent	 India.
They	chose	to	be	soldiers.

The	behaviour	of	this	battalion	was,	I	believe,	typical	of	many.	It	did	contain	an
element	 of	 nationalism:	 the	 men	 had	 long	 been	 aware	 of	 India’s	 progress
towards	 independence	 and	 felt	 for	 it	 a	 natural	 sympathy	 of	 an	 undefined,
uncritical	 nature	 which	 was	 normally	 not	 strong	 enough	 to	 compete	 with	 the
hold	 of	 the	 Army;	 of	 this	 hold	 the	 strands	 were	 discipline,	 regimental	 pride,
loyalty	to	individual	officers,	good	food	and	fair	 treatment.	But	now	they	were
actively	misled	and	to	men	of	this	category	–	I	believe	the	great	majority	of	the
twenty-five	thousand	–	it	came	as	a	surprise	to	find	themselves	fighting	against
their	 former	 comrades.	 Such	men	 were	 quick	 to	 desert	 or	 surrender	 from	 the
I.N.A.,	the	‘Indian	National	Army’.

Among	the	King’s	Commissioned	Officers,	educated	men,	the	conflict	between
two	 sets	 of	 values	 was	 much	 more	 continually	 present.	 They	 were	 used	 to
hearing	 their	 Indian	 friends	 describe	 as	 patriotism	 what	 their	 British	 fellow-
officers	called	disloyalty.	Yet	they	had	held	the	King’s	Commission	and	enjoyed
its	benefits,	knowing	 that	 some	 Indians	–	and	no	doubt	occasionally	 their	own
hearts	–	charged	them	with	treachery.	One	must	respect	such	a	man	as	Subhash
Chandra	Bose,	who	resigned	from	the	Indian	Civil	Service	because	he	sincerely
believed	 it	 his	 duty	 to	 India;	 that	 respect	 can	 hardly	 be	 extended	 to	 all	 who
changed	sides	 in	adversity	and	who	a	second	 time	chose	 the	more	comfortable
path.	But	it	would	be	wrong	to	imply	that	opportunism	was	the	sole	motive.	The
story	of	Mohan	Singh,	told	in	this	book,	provides	one	example	of	an	officer	who
made	his	 choice	 from	a	genuine	 conviction	 and	was	prepared	 to	 suffer	 for	 his
beliefs.	And	 the	personality	of	Bose	must	have	been	an	overriding	 factor	with
many.

The	 Japanese	 overreached	 themselves	 and	were	 defeated	 in	 the	 long	 stubborn
battle	 for	 Imphal,	 General	 Slim’s	 victorious	 army	 poured	 southward	 through
Burma,	and	the	I.N.A.	–	disillusioned,	defeated,	starving	and	in	rags	–	crawled	in
to	surrender,	by	twos	and	threes,	by	platoons,	by	battalions.	By	international	and
military	 law,	 they	 could	 have	 been	 tried	 by	 court-martial	 for	 mutiny	 and



desertion	 and	 shot	 on	 the	 spot.	 But	 clearly	 the	 problem	 was	 a	 big	 one	 with
political	implications;	it	was	not	faced	at	the	time	–	there	was	too	much	to	do	–
and	they	were	sent	back	to	India	as	though	they	had	been	prisoners	of	war.	The
Indian	 public	 at	 this	 stage	 did	 not	 know	 of	 their	 existence.	But	when	 the	war
with	 Japan	 suddenly	 ended,	 the	 problem	 could	 be	 postponed	 no	 longer;	 the
police	had	 to	be	 told	about	 the	 I.N.A.	and	 the	Government	had	 to	decide	what
was	to	be	done	with	them.

All	were	 guilty	 of	 an	 offence	 legally	 punishable	 by	 death,	 but	 of	 course	 there
could	be	no	question	of	executing	twenty-five	thousand	men.	It	would	have	been
cruel,	 impolitical	 and	 unjust.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 the	 offences	 of	 mutiny	 and
desertion	could	not	be	condoned	–	and	this	in	the	interest	not	so	much	of	abstract
justice	as	of	the	future	of	the	Indian	Army.	To	the	new	India,	that	Army	would
be	valuable	possession	if	it	preserved	its	discipline;	without	it,	a	serious	danger.
It	was	decided	 that	 in	 the	 first	place	 those	who	had	 joined	 the	 I.N.A.	with	 the
intention	of	 deserting	 from	 it	 should	 be	 classed	 as	White	 and	 restored	 to	 their
former	 privileges,	 while	 the	 Greys	 –	 those	who	 had	 been	misled	 –	 should	 be
summarily	 tried,	 dismissed	 and	 released.	The	Blacks	would	 remain;	 they	were
those	who	had	been	well	 aware	of	what	 they	were	doing	and	among	 them	 the
Blackest	 were	 those	 who	 had	 previously	 been	 in	 positions	 of	 trust	 and
responsibility	 and	 those	 who	 had	 tortured,	 flogged	 or	 killed	 their	 comrades,
either	 to	 make	 them	 join	 the	 I.N.A.	 or	 after	 they	 joined	 to	 punish	 them	 for
attempted	desertion.	For	a	few	of	the	Blackest,	the	law	should	take	its	course;	for
the	 other	 Blacks,	 the	 death	 penalty	 would	 be	 commuted	 for	 imprisonment	 of
varying	lengths,	in	most	cases	short.

That	was	the	decision	taken	within	a	few	weeks	of	the	armistice	with	Japan;	it	is
difficult	to	believe	that	any	body	of	humane	and	responsible	men	in	that	position
at	that	time	would	have	decided	on	a	different	course	of	action.	I	defended	it	in
the	Assembly	 in	Delhi	 in	 1946	 and	 I	would	 defend	 it	 again	 today.	But	 events
moved	with	extreme	 rapidity	and	 in	a	way	no	one	 foresaw	–	and	 I	 concede	at
once	that	if	 the	way	things	would	go	had	been	foreseen	it	would	have	been	far
wiser	 to	adopt	a	different	handling	 in	 regard	 to	 the	public.	 It	would	have	been
better	 to	 pick	 out	 some	 of	 the	 Blackest	 at	 once	 and	 try	 them	 very	 quickly,
delaying	for	a	few	weeks	the	announcement	that	the	I.N.A.	had	existed,	keeping
the	secret	till	the	trials	were	over,	and	then	announcing	a	policy	of	clemency	for
the	rest.	 It	would	not	have	been	easy;	 lawyers	need	 time	 to	prepare	a	case	and



there	was	a	vast	mass	of	 evidence	 to	pick	 through,	 some	of	 it	 three	years	old;
some	of	 the	Blacks	would	have	escaped	 through	 lack	of	 time	 to	consider	 their
cases.	And	 it	would	 not	 have	been	 an	 easy	 secret	 to	 keep.	Still,	 it	might	 have
been	done	–	if	anyone	had	thought	of	it.	But	no	one	did.

The	 policy	 was	 right;	 the	 public	 handling	 –	 as	 it	 turned	 out	 –	 was	 seriously
wrong.	 The	 public	 handling	 proceeded	 on	 two	 assumptions:	 first,	 that	 Indian
public	opinion	would	recognise	 the	 justice,	and	indeed	clemency,	of	 the	policy
proposed;	 and	 secondly,	 that	 it	 would	 not	 swing	 round	 to	 an	 opposite	 view
within	a	few	weeks.	The	first	assumption	was	correct;	the	policy	was	announced
to	the	Press	–	I	drafted	the	communique	myself	–	and	it	met	at	first	with	gratified
approval,	even	from	the	Congress	leaders.	Few	Indians	had	felt	that	the	War	was
their	war	and	 few	had	been	much	concerned	 that	we	 should	win	 it;	 there	was,
however,	 relief	 that	 there	 was	 no	more	 danger	 of	 Japanese	 bombs,	 a	 deluded
hope	 that	 prices	 would	 now	 fall,	 a	 quickened	 pulse	 at	 the	 thought	 of
constitutional	advance	and	some	distaste	at	the	news	that	there	had	been	Indians
who	had	tortured	Indians	to	fight	against	Indians.

But	within	a	few	weeks	all	 this	was	changed.	In	a	wave	of	nationalist	emotion
the	I.N.A.	were	acclaimed	heroes	who	had	fought	for	 the	freedom	of	India;	no
political	leader	who	valued	his	future	could	stand	aloof	–	all	must	offer	to	defend
the	martyrs.	There	was	an	I.N.A.	Defence	Fund,	I.N.A.	Flag	Days.	No	evidence
against	the	I.N.A.	could	be	believed	for	a	moment;	it	was	treachery	to	regard	the
least	action	of	one	of	them	with	less	than	reverent	loyalty.	And	in	the	face	of	this
storm	 of	 public	 feeling	 –	 at	 which	 Congress	 leaders	 were	 secretly	 as	 much
perturbed	as	the	British	–	the	original	policy	was	changed;	India	was	very	near
independence	 and	 it	 was	 surely	 incongruous	 to	 punish	men	 for	 casting	 off	 an
allegiance	which	the	state	was	in	any	case	on	the	point	of	relinquishing.	To	do	so
would	 certainly	 cause	 a	 fury	 of	 indignation	 that	 might	 jeopardise	 the	 whole
settlement	between	Britain	and	India.

A	second	decision	was	 taken	 that,	 though	all	 should	be	 tried	and	 found	guilty,
dismissal	 would	 be	 the	 punishment	 for	 waging	 war	 against	 the	 King.	 The
I.N.A.’s	claim	to	have	been	fighting	for	patriotic	motives	would	be	taken	at	 its
face	value	 and	 its	members	would	be	 treated	as	 though	prisoners	of	war;	 only
those	who	had	committed	acts	of	brutality	would	be	liable	on	conviction	to	death
or	 imprisonment.	This	decision	was	 felt	by	many	Englishmen	 to	be	a	betrayal,
not	only	of	the	thirty-five	thousand	prisoners	who	had	stood	firm	but	also	of	the



victorious	 Indian	Army.	And	 in	 a	 sense	 it	was	 a	 betrayal.	 It	 shook	 the	 Indian
Army;	it	disturbed	the	villages	to	which	I.N.A.	men	went	back;	it	played	a	part
in	 the	 naval	 mutinies	 of	 February	 1946.	 All	 the	 same,	 I	 believe	 that	 in	 the
extraordinary	 circumstances	 of	 the	 time	 it	 was	 the	 right	 choice	 between	 two
bitter	alternatives.	To	have	persisted	on	the	old	line	would	have	led	to	a	betrayal
of	Britain’s	true	purpose	in	India.

A	postcript	must	be	added	to	this	highly	compressed	–	and	highly	controversial	–
outline.	 It	 concerns	 an	 error	 of	 judgement	 and	 a	 blunder.	The	 first	 prisoner	 to
have	been	tried	in	the	original	plan	was	a	King’s	Commissioned	Officer	who	–
so	the	prosecution	evidence	alleged	–	had	ordered	two	would-be	deserters	to	the
British	to	be	hung	up	by	their	extended	arms	and	flogged	by	a	whole	battalion;
one	of	them	was	dead	when	taken	down.	It	had	originally	been	proposed	to	hold
the	trials	in	the	remote	spot	where	they	would	not	attract	much	attention;	so	sure
was	Field-Marshal	Auchinleck	 that	 this	 case	would	horrify	 Indian	opinion	 that
he	gave	orders	that	the	trial	should	be	public	and	held	in	an	accessible	place.	The
Red	Fort	 at	Delhi	was	 chosen	because	 it	was	near	 the	 capital	 and	because	 the
Press	 and	 a	 controlled	 number	 of	 the	 public	 could	 get	 there	 without
inconvenience.	But	in	the	slogans	of	the	I.N.A.	the	Red	Fort	had	been	the	spot
where	the	tricolor	of	the	new	India	was	to	be	planted.	The	choice	of	scene	was
taken	as	a	deliberate	 taunt,	an	insolent	and	provocative	act	of	 triumph	over	 the
vanquished.	It	heightened	the	fury	of	partisanship	and	helped	to	make	the	trials	a
symbol	of	India’s	national	pride.

That	 was	 the	 error	 of	 judgement.	 Then	 at	 the	 last	 moment	 a	 technical	 legal
difficulty	arose	in	the	flogging	case	and	it	was	postponed;	in	its	place	as	put	the
trial	of	 three	other	 accused,	who,	 it	was	 said,	were	 charged	with	behaviour	no
less	brutal.	But	this	was	not	so.	Each	of	these	men	had	proceeded	on	lines	that	–
once	it	was	conceded	that	the	I.N.A.	was	a	combatant	army	–	were	in	accordance
with	 the	 normal	 conduct	 of	 war.	 One	 of	 them,	 for	 instance,	 had	 caught	 men
deserting,	had	ordered	them	to	be	tried	by	a	court	martial	and	had	confirmed	the
sentence	 of	 death	 the	 court	 passed,	 a	 sentence	 which	 was	 carried	 out	 in
accordance	with	international	convention.	That	is	not	the	same	as	flogging	a	man
to	death	or	torturing	him.	The	men	were	released,	rightly	in	view	of	the	previous
decision,	and	I	believe	that	both	Britain	and	India	owe	Field-Marshal	Auchinleck
a	debt	for	a	hard	decision.	But	the	accused	ought	not	to	have	come	to	trial	at	that
stage	and	in	that	way.	Perhaps	the	substitution	of	this	trial	for	the	first	made	little



difference	to	Indian	public	opinion;	in	the	hysterical	atmosphere	of	the	time,	the
flogging	evidence	would	have	been	disbelieved.	But	 it	was	a	blunder	and	 I	do
not	 propose	 to	 say	where	 I	 think	 the	 blame	 lay	 beyond	 saying	 that	 it	 did	 not
adhere	to	the	Commander-in-Chief.

I	have	outlined,	briefly	and	dogmatically,	two	aspects	of	the	I.N.A.	affair.	In	the
behaviour	 of	 the	men	who	went	 over	 to	 the	 enemy	 as	much	 as	 in	 the	 sudden
surge	of	Indian	opinion	in	their	favour,	one	factor	on	which	I	have	deliberately
not	 dwelt	 was	 the	 personality	 of	 Subhash	 Chandra	 Bose.	 In	 this	 ‘study	 of	 a
revolutionary’	Mr	Toye	has	made	the	first	attempt	from	the	British	side	to	assess
this	 man’s	 character	 and	 recount	 the	 events	 of	 his	 life.	 It	 is	 a	 story	 with	 an
interest	of	its	own.	There	are	elements	in	Bose’s	character	which	are	repellent	to
an	English	reader	–	his	arrogance	and	refusal	to	compromise,	the	assurance	with
which	a	man	who	could	not	bear	to	see	suffering	proposed	that	India	should	pay
a	‘blood	sacrifice’	 to	get	 liberation	 the	way	he	chose;	 there	 is	 the	unbelievable
lack	of	realism	which	could	dismiss	as	unimportant	the	invasion	of	Italy	and	the
landings	 in	Normandy.	Yet	 these	 very	 certainties	were	 an	 essential	 part	 of	 his
leadership.	Power	corrupted	him;	he	grew	more	arrogant,	more	intolerant,	more
certain.	But	no	one	can	doubt	the	stature	of	the	man,	his	 intellectual	scope	and
the	passion	with	which	he	held	his	convictions.	The	writer	began	this	study	after
long	 months	 spent	 as	 an	 Intelligence	 Officer	 carefully	 sifting	 evidence;	 it	 is
perhaps	not	too	fanciful	to	suppose	that	he	first	acquired	that	kind	of	intellectual
involvement	with	his	prey	that	Sleeman,	more	than	a	hundred	years	before,	had
felt	with	the	Thugs.	But	from	that	intellectual	involvement	has	grown	a	deep	if
critical	 admiration	 for	 Bose	 and	 a	 sympathetic	 understanding	 of	 the	 Indian
revolutionary	 movement;	 I	 find	 myself	 agreeing	 again	 and	 again	 with	 the
analysis	in	his	last	chapter,	though	I	am	not	sure	that	the	I.N.A.	trials	were	really
to	the	advantage	of	the	Congress	or	that	they	made	much	difference	in	the	end	to
the	date	 or	 form	of	 independence.	His	 book	 is	 a	 contribution	 to	 the	 history	 of
India	and	essential	to	anyone	who	holds	views	–	which	are	almost	certain	to	be
passionate,	 one	way	or	 the	other	 –	on	 the	 I.N.A.	 and	 the	way	 the	 I.N.A.	were
treated.

PHILIP	MASON



AUTHOR’S	NOTE

In	 1949	 I	 started	 to	 write	 an	 exhaustive	 factual	 account	 of	 the	 Indian
Independence	 Movement	 which	 flourished	 under	 German	 and	 Japanese
patronage	during	the	Second	World	War.	The	work	took	five	years,	got	me	the
reputation	of	a	troglodyte,	and	was	quite	unreadable.	Here	I	have	tried	to	tell	the
same	 story	 through	 a	 study	 of	 Mr.	 Subhash	 Chandra	 Bose,	 the	 Indian
revolutionary	nationalist	who	dominated	the	whole	affair.

It	is	a	story	little	known	in	the	Western	world,	and	even	in	India	it	has	received
only	piecemeal	and	 fragmentary	 treatment.	 It	may	be	 said	 to	have	started	with
the	escape	of	Mr.	Bose	from	police	surveillance	in	Calcutta	during	January	1941,
and	his	appearance	in	Berlin	two	months	later.	Quickly	coming	to	terms	with	the
Nazis,	 Bose	 formed	 from	 prisoners	 of	 war	 captured	 in	 the	We	 s	 t	 an	 ‘Indian
Legion’,	 which	 he	 saw	 one	 day	 marching	 into	 India	 with	 the	 German	 Army.
Stalingrad	 and	 El	Alamein	 in	 1942	 put	 an	 end	 to	 this	 dream,	 but	 by	 now	 the
Japanese,	 who	 had	 started	 in	Malaya	 an	 Indian	 Independence	 League	 and	 an
‘Indian	 National	 Army’,	 needed	 Bose’s	 help	 to	 control	 the	 large	 Indian
communities	of	South-East	Asia.

In	 1943,	 therefore,	 Bose	 journeyed	 to	 the	 Far	 East.	 He	 took	 charge	 of	 the
Independence	 League,	 formed	 a	 ‘Provisional	 Government	 of	 free	 India,’
campaigned	 vigorously	 and	 with	 the	 success	 to	 raise	 money	 and	 recruits,
prepared	to	enter	India	at	the	head	of	an	Indian	National	Army	division	with	the
Japanese	 in	 1944.	 The	 division	 was	 virtually	 wiped	 out	 during	 the	 Imphal
campaign,	 but	 a	 second	 division	 was	 already	 arriving	 in	 Burma	 and	 a	 third,
recruited	 from	 the	 civilian	 Indian	 population	 of	Malaya,	was	 under	 training	 in
Johore.	 The	 second	 division	 disintegrated	 after	 the	 British-Indian	 Fourteenth
Army	 crossed	 the	 Irrawaddy	 early	 in	 1945.	 The	 third	 remained	 to	 defend
Malaya,	 to	 which,	 in	 June	 1945,	 Bose	 returned	 to	 continue	 at	 least	 his
propaganda	war.	He	was	already	thinking	of	ultimate	refuge	in	Russia	with	some
of	his	Cabinet	Ministers,	and	this	was	still	in	his	mind,	when	two	months	later,
he	was	fatally	injured	in	air	accident	in	Formosa.



Published	sources	of	material	on	the	subject	are	now	numerous.	By	far	the	most
important	 is	 the	record	of	 the	Court	Martial	at	Delhi,	November	1945,	of	 three
prominent	 Indian	National	Army	Commanders.	With	 the	many	appendices	and
exhibits,	 the	 account	 of	 this	 trial	 constitutes	 the	 fullest	 collated	 record	 of	 the
Movement	 in	 South-East	 Asia	 from	 1943	 onwards.	 I	 refer	 to	 it	 frequently,
sometimes	simply	as	‘I.N.A.CM.’

For	 permission	 to	 quote	 freely	 from	 the	 published	 works	 of	 Mr.	 Subhash
Chandra	Bose,	my	thanks	are	due	to	his	nephew,	Mr	Sisir	K	Bose	of	the	Netaji
Research	Bureau,	Calcutta.	I	should	like	to	thank	Mr.	D.K.	Roy	for	the	extensive
quotation	 I	 have	 made	 from	 his	 book	 The	 Subhash	 I	 Knew,	 and	 Mr.	 K.P.K.
Menon	for	much	first-hand	material.	 I	am	indebted	 to	Mr.	Alfred	Tyrnauer	 for
the	facsimile	on	page	61,	the	original	of	which	is	in	his	possession;	to	Mr.	Nirad
Chaudhuri	and	Mr.	Shah	Nawaz	for	permission	to	quote	from	their	works;	and	to
Messrs.	 Lawrence	 &	 Wishart	 for	 my	 quotations	 from	 The	 Indian	 Struggle.
Extracts	 from	The	Goebbels	Diaries	 edited	by	Mr.	Louis	P.	Lochner	and	 from
Ciano’s	 Diary	 and	 Ciano’s	 Diplomatic	 Papers,	 both	 edited	 by	 Mr	 Malcolm
Muggeridge,	 and	 reproduced	 by	 kind	 permission	 of	Messrs.	Hamish	Hamilton
and	Messrs.	William	Heinemann	 respectively.	Other	 indispensable	 sources	 are
acknowledged	in	notes	to	the	text.

Indian	readers	will,	I	hope,	forgive	the	liberty	I	have	taken	with	the	spelling	of
the	name	‘Bose’.	Tw	o	Boses	figure	dominantly	in	the	story.	Rash	Behari	Bose
and	Subhash	Chandra	Bose.	To	avoid	confusing	Western	readers	I	have	referred
to	the	former	as	Rash	Behari	Basu,	using	a	widely	accepted	alternative	spelling.

I	have	been	fortunate	in	the	many	friends	who	have	helped	and	encouraged	me
in	 the	 preparation	 of	 this	 work.	 In	 particular	 thanks	 are	 due	 to	 Mr.	 David
Anderson,	himself	an	authority	on	the	subject,	who	most	generously	urged	me	to
write	about	it;	to	Mr.	Christopher	Blond	who	made	me	start	again:	to	Professor
Rushbrook	 Williams	 whose	 generous	 advice	 shaped	 the	 present	 form	 of	 the
book;	 to	my	wartime	colleagues	Mr.	Carl	 Ivens	and	Professor	E.W.	Herd	who
each	contributed	specialist	knowledge;	and	to	Miss	Hazel	Palmer	who	has	typed
two	successive	versions	with	unwarranted	patience	and	incredible	speed.

HUGH	TOYE



Cyprus,	December	4th,	1957.



NATIONAL	ANTHEM	OF	AZAD	HIND

May	Good	Fortune,	Happiness	and	ease	rain	down	upon	India;	On	Punjab,
Sindh,	Gujarat,	Maratha	on	Orissa	and	Bengal,	On	the	Indian	Ocean,	on	the
Vindhya	Mountains,

On	the	Himalayas,	the	blue	Jamuna	and	the	Ganges.

May	thy	ways	be	priased,	from	Thee	our	life	from	thy	body	our	hope.

May	the	rising	sun	shine	down	upon	the	world	and	exalt	the	name	of	India	In
every	heart	may	thy	love	grow	and	thy	sweetness	take	shape.

So	that	every	dweller	in	every	province.

Every	faith	united,	every	secret	and	mystery	put	aside.

May	come	into	thy	embrace,	in	plaited	garlands	of	love.

May	the	rising	sun	shine	down	upon	the	world	and	exalt	the	name	of	India.

May	the	early	morning	with	the	wings	of	a	bird	praise	Her.	And	with	all	the
power	and	fullness	of	the	winds	bringing	freshness	into	life.

Let	us	join	together	and	shout:	‘Long	Live	India’,	our	beloved	country.

The	rising	sun	shines	upon	the	earth,	exalting	the	name	of	India.

Victory!	May	India’s	name	be	praised.
Translated	by	C.H.	IVENS



4

‘JAI	HIND’

I	am	not	an	apologist	of	the	Tripartite	Powers	…	I	need	no	credentials	when
I	speak	to	my	own	people.	(May	1942)

BOSE	could	be	quite	 confident	of	 a	warm	welcome	 from	 the	Germans.	 In	 the
First	 World	 War	 their	 intrigues	 had	 ranged	 across	 the	 world	 to	 promote
revolution	in	India	and	so	to	hold	back	British	soldiers	from	the	Western	Front.
Hitler’s	 persecution	 of	 Communism	 had	 removed	 the	 last	 of	 the	 old	 Indian
influences	from	Berlin	in	1933,	so	that	when	the	Second	World	War	began	there
was	no	Indian	Revolutionary	Society	such	as	that	which	had	aided	German	plans
in	1914.	But	by	the	time	Bose	reached	Germany	in	March	1941,	Hitler,	too,	had
cause	for	thought	about	India.	He	had	already	decided	on	the	invasion	of	Russia
which	was	 to	 start	 in	 June	 and	 his	Army	was	 now	 committed	 to	 rescuing	 the
Italians	in	Libya.	India	was	relevant	to	both	these	undertakings,	for	her	divisions
were	 fighting	all	over	 the	Middle	East	and	her	 importance	as	an	 Imperial	base
was	growing	every	month.	Ribbentrop	received	Bose	thoughtfully	and	was	glad
to	hear	from	him	of	the	rising	tide	of	revolution	in	India.

Bose’s	 first	 proposals	 were	 that	 he	 should	 broadcast	 anti-British	 propaganda,
based	 on	 news	 from	 a	 secret	 radio	 link	 he	 had	with	 India,	 and	 that	 he	 should
raise	 ‘Free	 Indian’	 units	 from	 Indian	 prisoners	 of	 war.	 As	 a	 basis	 for	 the
propaganda,	and	as	a	guarantee	for	the	future,	he	asked	for	an	Axis	declaration
of	Indian	Independence.	Neither	Ribbentrop	nor	Ciano,	to	whom	Bose	made	the
same	proposals	during	a	visit	 to	Rome	in	June	1941,	was	ready	for	that.	Ciano
already	 had	 ex-King	 Amanullah	 of	 Afghanistan	 and	 the	 Grand	 Mufti	 of
Jerusalem	on	 his	 hands.	 ‘Past	 experience,’	 he	wrote,	 ‘has	 given	 rather	modest
results.’1	The	German	view	was	more	specific:

While	being	of	 the	opinion	that	Bose	must	be	helped	in	his	propaganda
work	 by	 putting	 the	 necessary	 means	 at	 his	 disposal,	 Ribbentrop
considers	premature	any	public	declaration	on	the	part	of	the	Axis	on	the



subject	of	the	future	settlement	in	India.	The	Führer	did	not	receive	Bose,
precisely	to	avoid	any	definite	commitment	on	the	subject.	On	the	other
hand	 Bose	 has	 had	 contact	 with	 Ribbentrop	 and	 will	 maintain	 contact
with	the	various	departments	in	connection	with	his	anti-British	activity.2

Among	 the	 reasons	 for	 this	 attitude	 was	 the	 fact	 that,	 in	 the	 secret	 German
negotiations	with	Russia	at	the	end	of	1940,	India	had	been	regarded	as	part	of
the	Russian	 sphere	 of	 aspiration	when	Britain	 collapsed.3	Germany	was	 not	 at
war	with	Russia	 until	 June	 22nd,	 1941,	 and	 could	 therefore	 not	 yet	 undertake
any	contrary	public	commitment.

Without	an	Axis	declaration,	Bose	would	not	broadcast.	But	he	proceeded	to	try
the	 temper	 of	 the	 prisoners	 of	 war	 at	 once.	 His	 first	 idea	 was	 to	 form	 small
parachute	 parties	 to	 spread	 propaganda	 in,	 and	 transmit	 intelligence	 from,	 the
North-West	Frontier	of	India.	In	May	selected	prisoners	were	brought	to	Berlin
from	the	camp	at	Lamsdorf	in	Germany	and	from	the	large	cages	in	Cyrenaica.
Their	 reaction	 was	 so	 encouraging	 that	 Bose	 asked	 for	 all	 India	 prisoners	 in
North	Africa	 to	 be	 brought	 to	Germany	 at	 once.	 This	was	 done.	 The	 existing
prisoners	began	to	be	concentrated	at	Annaburg	Camp,	near	Dresden,	and	it	was
agreed	that	any	future	Indian	prisoners	would	be	sent	there	also.

The	invasion	of	Russia	set	the	parachute	plot	in	a	different	light.	The	scale	was
suddenly	greater.	 India	seemed	at	once	nearer	and	more	remote	because	of	 the
magnification	of	all	the	possibilities	and	chances	of	war.	To	the	Germans	all	was
already	 won.	 Bose	 began	 to	 plan	 for	 the	 day	 when	 their	 sweeping	 victories
would	 carry	 him	 to	 the	 borders	 of	 India.	He	 proposed	 now	 to	 raise	 an	 Indian
Legion	 of	 three	 infantry	 battalions,	 and	 a	 company	 of	 irregulars	which	would
form	 part	 of	 the	 German	 Fifth	 Column	 organisation.	 When	 the	 Germans
launched	 out	 beyond	 Stalingrad	 into	 Central	 Asia,	 the	 Tajik	 and	 Uzbek	 units
they	 had	 trained	 would	 accompany	 their	 forward	 troops.	 As	 Uzbekistan	 and
Afghanistan	were	reached,	the	Indian	Company	would	leap	ahead	of	the	German
advance,	and	disrupt	the	British-Indian	defences	in	North-West	India.	The	effect
of	 the	 Indian	 Legion,	 following	with	 the	Germans,	would	 be	 such	 that	 Indian
Army	morale,	and	with	it	the	whole	defence	system,	might	collapse.

Then	Bose	would	lead	his	Legion	into	India	and	found	on	it,	as	the	Indian	Army
turned	on	its	old	masers,	the	ever	growing	Army	of	Free	India.	From	here	too	he
would	 draw	 government	 officials	 and	 administrators,	 as	 he	 took	 possession	 in



the	name	of	India	and	founded	the	Congress	Raj.

In	 September	 Indian	 recruiters	 were	 sent	 to	 Annaburg.	 Although	 the	 British
officers	 and	 other	 loyalist	 influences	 among	 the	 prisoners	 had	 been	 removed,
success	 only	 came	 slowly.	When	Bose	 visited	 the	 camp	 himself	 in	December
there	was	still	marked	hostility.	His	speech	was	 interrupted,	and	much	of	what
he	had	to	say	went	unheard.	But	private	interviews	were	more	encouraging;	the
men’s	questions	showed	interest	–	what	ranks	would	they	receive?	What	credit
would	be	given	for	 Indian	Army	seniority?	How	would	 the	Legionary	stand	 in
relation	 to	 the	German	 soldier?	Bose	 refused	 to	 bargain	 and	 some	who	might
have	been	influential	recruits	were	turned	away.	On	the	other	hand,	many	of	the
men	 paid	 him	 homage	 as	 a	 distinguished	 Indian	 leader,	 several	 professed
themselves	 ready	 to	 join	 the	 Legion	 unconditionally.	 Some	 were	 evidently
prevented	 by	 camp	 opinion	 and	 the	 influence	 of	 N.C.O.’s	 from	 declaring
themselves.	Bose	told	his	lieutenants	to	have	the	N.C.O.’s	removed,	and	then	to
renew	the	approach	through	those	who	had	already	volunteered.	By	this	means
enough	recruits	were	enrolled	to	found	the	two	units	in	January	1942.

To	begin	with	Bose	had	worked	with	only	a	secretary	–	his	old	friend	Fraulein
Schenkl,	who	had	helped	him	produce	The	Indian	Struggle	in	1934.	By	January
1942	 he	 had	 gathered	 around	 him	 some	 twenty-five	 Indian	 assistants,	 all
carefully	 screened	 by	 the	German	Foreign	Office	 before	 they	were	 allowed	 to
meet	 him.	 As	 these	 men	 arrived	 he	 had	 set	 up	 an	 office	 which	 he	 called	 the
‘Indian	 Independence	League’	or	 ‘Free	 India	Centre’.	Here	he	 set	 all	 to	work.
Some	 planned	 a	 broadcast	 programme	 which	 opened	 as	 the	 ‘secret’	 station
‘Azad	Hind	Radio’	 in	December	1941.	Others	 joined	a	Planning	Committee	 to
study	the	social	and	economic	problems	of	Free	India.

Bose	was	a	good	master.	His	criticism	was	constructive,	he	showed	great	interest
in	 individual	 work	 and	 was	 full	 of	 fresh	 ideas.	 He	 was	 generous	 too,	 and
sympathetic	 in	 solving	 the	 personal	 problems	 which	 beset	 his	 staff.	 He
impressed	 all	 with	 his	 concentration	 of	 purpose.	 ‘His	 mind	 worked	 so	 much
towards	a	single	problem,’	says	one	of	them,	‘that	one	felt	embarrassed	to	bring
up	in	front	of	him	subjects	of	a	speculative	nature.’	He	seemed	to	have	shut	his
mind	 to	anything	not	of	 immediate	 importance	 to	 the	work	 in	hand.	People	he
valued	in	the	same	way,	accepting	or	rejecting	them	according	to	their	worth	in
the	 Indian	 struggle.	Even	 the	great	 names	of	 Indian	nationalism	came	 into	 the
same	simplicity	of	judgment:	‘Will	he	live	in	History?’	–	that	had	always	been



the	criterion.	Unrelaxed,	unrelenting,	he	drove	his	workers	hard,	and	some	were
not	a	little	afraid	of	him.

Although	Bose’s	presence	in	Germany	was	not	yet	officially	admitted	–	he	was
still	 referred	 to	 as	Signor	Orlando	Massotta.	His	Excellency	Massotta,	 as	 they
called	him	–	 from	 the	beginning	of	1942	he	became	known	 to	more	and	more
people	 in	 Berlin.	 There	 were	 parties	 and	 functions	 at	 which	 the	 Indian
community	acclaimed	him,	and	at	which	the	greeting	‘Jai	Hind’	was	first	used.
He	was	deeply	stirred	by	the	unhesitating	response,	the	ready	allegiance.	Some
of	the	younger	men	volunteered	for	the	Legion:	to	them	he	spoke	of	his	pride	in
achieving	at	last	what	he	had	desired	so	long	–	the	formation	of	an	Army	of	Free
India	–	 and	with	 emotion	gave	 to	 each	man	a	 flower,	 all	 he	 could	offer	 in	his
present	exile.	To	them	all	he	was	now	‘Netaji,’	revered	leader,	a	title	he	was	to
make	peculiarly	his	own.

Meanwhile	the	Japanese	hour	had	struck.	For	Bose	the	swift	advances	of	Japan
in	 the	 East	 rendered	 German	 victories	 in	 Russia	 and	 North	 Africa	 irrelevant.
Singapore,	 Rangoon,	Calcutta	 –	 these	were	 the	 keys	 to	British	 dominion	 over
India,	 and	 they	 were	 being	 seized	 one	 by	 one.	 The	 fall	 of	 Singapore	 was
irresistible	to	his	eloquence.	He	made	his	first	broadcast	from	the	‘secret’	station
soon	 afterwards:	 ‘I	 have	waited	 silently	 and	patiently	 on	 the	 course	 of	 events;
now	that	 the	hour	has	struck	I	can	come	forward	and	speak.’	Here	was	certain
proof	of	 the	collapse	of	 the	British	Empire:	 India	must	rejoice.	Britain	was	 the
eternal	 enemy;	 some	 Indians	 would	 support	 her	 but	 the	 great	 majority	 would
continue	the	fight	against	British	Imperialism:

In	 this	 struggle,	 and	 in	 the	 subsequent	period	of	 reconstruction	we	will
cooperate	 whole-heartedly	 with	 all	 those	 who	 help	 us	 to	 destroy	 the
common	enemy.5

He	 followed	 this	with	 a	 ‘declaration	 of	war	 against	 England’	 –	Goebbels	was
enthusiastic,	though	‘things	aren’t	yet	far	enough	(on)	for	us	to	incite	the	people
of	India	to	open	rebellion,6	and	so,	when	they	heard	of	it,	were	the	Japanese.

In	his	second	‘Proclamation	to	the	Indian	People’	on	March	13th,	Bose	referred
to	the	Mission	to	India	of	Sir	Stafford	Cripps.	A	more	detailed	attack	followed.
The	Mission	was	meaningless,	how	could	a	man	of	Sir	Stafford’s	liberalism	and
well-known	hatred	of	imperialism	undertake	so	cynical	a	task.	It	was	an	insult	to



India,	let	the	British	rather	adopt	General	Tojo’s	policy,	now	twice	proclaimed,
of	India	for	the	Indians,	and	quit.	A	similar	campaign	against	the	Cripps	Mission
was	being	conducted	by	Rash	Behari	Basu	from	Tokyo	Radio.	Both	men	thought
the	 failure	 of	 the	 Mission	 due	 to	 the	 influence	 of	 their	 broadcasts,	 and	 so	 it
seemed	to	their	patrons.	Infact	it	is	improbable	that	their	words	had	much	effect
on	nationalist	opinion	in	India;	but	in	Tokyo	and	Berlin	there	could	be	no	doubt.

There	followed	immediately	the	Japanese	proposal	for	a	tripartite	declaration	on
India	 and	 their	 invitation	 to	 Bose.	 Here	 was	 solid	 support	 indeed.	 Bose	 now
made	his	most	determined	and	persistent	effort	 to	convince	 the	Axis	Dictators.
Hitler	 and	 Mussolini	 considered	 the	 Japanese	 proposal	 when	 they	 met	 at
Obersalzburg	on	April	29th.	Their	reply	was	negative:	 the	moment	had	not	yet
come.	Bose	was	in	Rome	and	asked	to	see	Mussolini.	This,	he	told	Ciano,	was
simply	playing	Japan’s	game:	the	Japanese	would	act	on	their	own	and	pose	as
the	sole	liberators	of	India.	Ciano	was	sceptical,	but	on	May	5th	took	Bose	to	the
Duce.	His	diary	records	what	took	place:

Mussolini	 allowed	 himself	 to	 be	 persuaded	 by	 arguments	 produced	 by
Bose	to	obtain	a	tripartite	declaration	in	favour	of	Indian	independence.
He	 has	 telegraphed	 the	 Germans	 proposing	 –	 contrary	 to	 the	 Salzburg
decisions	–	proceeding	at	once	with	the	declaration.7

To	back	his	new	proposal	Mussolini	told	the	Germans	that	he	had	urged	Bose	to
set	 up	 a	 ‘counter	 Government’	 and	 to	 appear	 more	 conspicuously,	 Goebbels
recorded	the	German	reaction	on	May	11th:

We	don’t	like	this	idea	very	much,	since	we	do	not	think	the	time	has	yet
come	 for	 such	 a	 political	 manoeuvre.	 It	 does	 appear	 though	 that	 the
Japanese	 are	 very	 eager	 for	 some	 such	 step.	 However,	 emigre
governments	must	not	live	too	long	in	a	vacuum.	Unless	they	have	some
actuality	to	support	them,	they	only	exist	in	the	realm	of	theory.8

This	was	also	Hitler’s	view.	Bose	was	unable	to	change	it.	During	an	interview
at	 the	 Führer’s	 field	 headquarters	 on	 May	 29th,	 he	 told	 Hitler	 that	 with	 his
popularity	and	contacts	in	India	he	could	rouse	the	country	by	propaganda	from
outside.	Never	 had	 India	 been	 so	 near	 the	 brink	 of	 revolt,	 a	mere	 push	would
send	her	over.	Hitler	replied	that	a	well-equipped	army	of	a	few	thousand	could
control	millions	of	unarmed	revolutionaries;	there	would	be	no	political	change



in	India	until	an	external	power	knocked	at	her	door.	Germany	could	not	yet	do
this:	Japan	was	reaching	her	limit.	He	took	Bose	to	a	wall	map,	pointing	to	the
German	positions	 in	Russia	 and	 to	 India.	The	 distances	were	 still	 immense.	 It
would	 be	 foolish,	 he	 said,	 to	 make	 a	 declaration	 about	 India	 now;	 the	 world
regard	it	as	premature	even	from	him.	No,	he	would	soon	be	ready	to	declare	the
independence	 of	 Egypt,	 which	 Rommel	 could	 enforce,	 but	 the	 time	 for	 an
announcement	about	India	was	still	far	off.

Although	his	presence	in	Germany	and	his	meeting	with	Hitler	were	now	made
public,	Bose	had	reached	the	end	of	his	hopes	in	Europe.	A	tripartite	declaration
would	 have	 established	 him:	without	 it	 he	 realised	 the	 smallness	 of	 his	 scope.
Even	when	 he	 had	 founded	Free	 India	Centres	 in	Rome	 and	 Paris,	 even	 if	 he
raised	the	Legion	to	its	full	strength	of	3,000	from	the	prisoners	newly	taken	in
North	Africa,	the	achievement	would	be	insignificant	in	a	German	victory.	Here
perhaps	there	was	a	backward	glance:	had	he	made	a	mistake	after	all	in	leaving
India?	At	home	he	might	have	shared	 in	 the	struggle	whose	climax	seemed	so
near.	Instead	he	was	a	mere	client,	powerless,	spied	upon,	suspected.	But	there
was	 no	way	 back.	He	 now	 accepted	 the	 leadership	 of	 Indians	 in	 the	Far	East.
Something	might	be	redeemed	there:	under	the	Japanese	he	would	have	control
of	 three	million	 Indians,	 already	 to	 some	 extent	 organised.	He	wrote	 a	 strong
message	to	the	Bangkok	Conference,	where	his	name	was	on	all	lips.	The	Indian
Independence	Movement,	 he	 said,	 was	 one:	 ‘It	 is	 now	 time	 to	 link	 up	 Indian
nationalists	all	over	the	world	in	one	all-embracing	organisation.’9	Indians	must
not	rely	solely	on	the	efforts	of	others;	the	achievement	of	Independence	must	be
their	own	work.

Nevertheless,	another	year	was	to	pass	before	Bose	reached	the	East.	There	was
still	much	he	could	do	in	Europe,	where	no	slackening	of	effort	must	be	allowed.
The	propaganda	offensive	went	on,	following	closely	the	configurations	of	war
and	oriental	politics.	Bose	always	claimed	 to	know	more	about	events	 in	 India
than	its	Government	had	made	public	and	would	include	in	his	broadcasts	coded
instructions,	as	if	to	a	wide	network	of	agents	there.	He	spoke	of	the	dropping	of
parachutists	 giving	 circumstantial	 detail	 and	 calling	on	 the	 Indian	peasantry	 to
assist	 them.	 He	 issued	 warnings	 to	 the	 Indian	 police	 and	 soldiers	 that,	 unless
they	 decided	 for	 the	 Independence	 Movement,	 they	 would	 one	 day	 have	 to
answer	to	the	Government	of	Free	India	for	their	criminal	support	of	the	British.
When	 in	 August	 1942	 the	 disturbances	 in	 India	 made	 him	 think	 revolution



imminent,	he	opened	two	more	‘radio	stations’	—	‘Congress	Radio’	and	‘Azad
Muslim	 Radio’	 –	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	 tension.	 Passionately	 he	 exhorted	 the
people	at	home	to	hold	fast	and	fight.	World	opinion	was	on	their	side,	they	had
only	to	ask	for	 the	help	needed	from	abroad:	he	would	do	his	best	 to	obtain	it.
His	own	claim	he	made	again	and	again:	‘My	whole	life	is	one	long,	persistent,
uncompromising	struggle	against	British	Imperialism,	and	is	 the	best	guarantee
of	my	bona	 fides.’	He	was	no	Axis	 apologist;	 his	 concern	was	with	 India	 and
India’s	freedom:	when	his	task	was	done	he	would	return	home.10

The	tone	of	these	broadcasts	was	much	nearer	to	that	of	Bose’s	own	extremism
than	 to	 the	voice	of	Mr.	Gandhi.	But	after	 the	violent	events	of	August,	1942,
which	 to	 Bose	 seemed	 clearly	 to	 have	 had	 Gandhi’s	 blessing,	 he	 tended	 to
assume	 that	 there	 was	 no	 longer	 any	 difference	 of	 principle	 between	 the
Mahatma	and	himself.	In	any	case	he	realised	that	attacks	on	Gandhi,	who	was
in	jail	and	unable	to	answer,	could	profit	him	little,	and	that	if	his	words	were	to
have	a	wide	appeal	in	India	they	must	sound	as	if	Gandhi	–	albeit	the	supposed
new,	violent	Gandhi	–	could	have	uttered	them.

Meanwhile	 the	 two	military	 ventures	 had	 gathered	 strength.	 But	 first	must	 be
mentioned	one	other,	an	Indian	unit	formed	under	the	Italians,	over	which	Bose
tried	continually	but	in	vain	to	assert	control.	The	founder	was	Iqbal	Shedai,	an
Indian	Muslim	who	had	conferred	several	time	with	Bose	in	1941,	but	who	had
seen	no	advantage	in	cooperation	with	him.	Instead,	he	had	begun	broadcasting
from	Rome	with	the	aid	of	a	few	Indian	prisoners.	From	this	he	advanced	to	the
formation	 of	 a	 military	 unit,	 in	 spite	 of	 the	 Italo	 German	 agreement	 that	 all
Indian	prisoners	should	go	to	Germany.

The	Centro	Militare	India,	as	it	was	called,	existed	only	from	April	to	November
1942,	when	it	was	disbanded	after	a	mutiny.	Shedai	raised	it	from	the	prisoner-
of-war	 transit	 camps	 in	 Italy,	 and	 from	 the	 large	 compounds	 in	 North	 Africa
newly	 filled	 with	 Indians	 captured	 on	 the	 retreat	 to	 El	 Alamein.	 Here	 his
propaganda	was	 particularly	 successful:	 he	 arranged	 to	 divert	 several	 hundred
volunteers	 to	 Italian	camps	where	he	could	work	on	 them	again.	 In	November
the	unit	was	350	 strong,	 and	 training	under	 Italian	officers	was	well	 advanced
when	it	was	rumoured	that,	contrary	to	Shedai’s	promises,	 the	men	were	being
sent	 to	 fight	 in	 Libya.	On	November	 9th,	 the	 day	 after	 the	Allied	 landings	 in
North	Africa,	it	was	clear	that	a	move	was	imminent.	The	men	refused	to	parade
and	Shedai	declined	to	 intervene.	On	November	15th	the	Centro	Militare	India



was	disbanded;	it	was	never	revived.

This	collapse	was	very	much	the	result	Bose	had	foreseen	for	Shedai’s	activities.
He	 could	 hardly	 have	 handled	 things	 more	 unhappily.	 Bose	 might	 well	 have
thought	 if	he	had	been	working	 for	 the	British.	But	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	 (Free
India	Army)	 could	 proceed	without	 him	 for,	 although	 slow	progress	 in	Russia
had	diminished	German	interest	 in	 the	Irregular	Company,	 the	Legion	was	fast
becoming	a	recognised	regiment	of	the	German	Army.

The	two	civilian	recruiters	whom	Bose	had	sent	to	Annaburg	Camp	in	1941,	N.
G.	 Swami	 and	 Abid	 Hassan,	 had	 themselves	 become	 founder	 members
respectively	of	 the	 Irregular	Company	at	Meseritz,	 in	Brandenburg,	 and	of	 the
Legion	at	Frankenburg,	in	Saxony.	Swami	and	Hauptmann	Harbig,	who	was	to
command	the	Company,	took	a	group	of	volunteers	to	Meseritz,	and	Hassan	his
group	 to	 Frankenburg,	 during	 January	 1942.	Recruitment	 thereafter	 at	 the	 two
places	was	similar.	Lists	had	been	made	of	the	potential	recruits	for	each	unit	at
Annaburg.	These	men	were	 called	 away	 in	 small	 batches	 and,	 by	 comfort	 and
the	example	of	the	old	volunteers,	induced	to	enlist.	There	is	no	good	evidence
that	 violence	was	 used;	 prisoners	who	 resisted	 to	 the	 last	were	 simply	 sent	 to
other	 prisoner-of-war	 camps.	 Back-sliding,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 and	 counter-
propaganda	were	harshly	punished	by	the	volunteers	themselves.	Several	brave
sepoys	who	joined	the	Legion	in	order	to	win	their	friends	away	from	it	suffered
in	this	way.

Meseritz	 contained	 part	 of	 the	 Lehrregiment	 Brandenburg,	 the	 German	 Fifth
Column	 Training	 Unit.	 When	 the	 Indians	 arrived	 there	 they	 found	 Tajiks,
Uzbeks	 and	 Persians	 under	 training	 for	 operational	 roles	 similar	 to	 that
envisaged	for	them.	Harbig’s	first	object	was	to	make	them	forget	that	they	had
been	 prisoners.	 For	 a	 fortnight	 they	 were	 allowed	 to	 enjoy	 their	 liberty:	 then
infantry	 training	 commenced.	 In	 due	 course	 the	 older	 recruits	 went	 on	 to
wireless	operating,	demolitions	and	riding:	there	were	also	special	mountain	and
parachute	courses.	Morale,	discipline	and	Indo-German	relations	were	excellent,
the	German	officers	first-rate.

Bose	 visited	 at	 intervals	 and	 watched	 progress.	 He	 was	 prepared,	 when	 the
Germans	 suggested	 it	 in	 July	 1942,	 to	 send	 a	 contingent	 for	 front-line
propaganda	 against	 Indian	 troops	 at	 El	Alamein.	 Rommel	was	 at	 the	 gates	 of
Egypt.	Hitler	and	Mussolini	were	discussing	the	country’s	future	administration,



and	Ciano’s	staff	had	actually	drafted	a	declaration	of	independence.11	To	such	a
moment	Bose	could	not	fail	to	contribute.	But	Rommel	refused	to	have	either	the
Irregular	 Company	 or	 the	 Legion	 in	 Africa:	 he	 never	 had	 considered	 the
battlefield	 to	 be	 the	 place	 for	 the	 proving	 of	 Foreign	 Office	 ideas.	 At	 the
Lehrregiment	manoeuvres	 in	September	 and	on	 field	 exercises	 in	October,	 the
Indians	 were	 congratulated	 on	 their	 efficiency,	 But	 the	 end	 was	 near.	 After
Stalingrad	and	El	Alamein	German	interest	quickly	diminished,	and	on	January
13th,	1943,	the	ninety	Indian	irregulars	were	absorbed	into	the	Legion.

A	vestige	only	was	left.	N.	G.	Swami	and	four	men	he	had	selected	were	being
trained	 in	 espionage	 methods	 and	 equipment	 for	 work	 in	 India.	 This	 training
went	on.	The	men	learnt	a	very	high	standard	of	wireless	telegraphy,	the	use	of
secret	inks,	the	assessment	and	use	of	economic	intelligence	and	the	operation	of
some	of	the	portable	transmitters	which	the	Germans	had	produced	for	their	own
agents.	 In	 March	 1943,	 Swami	 was	 given	 his	 choice	 of	 the	 transmitters	 and
received	the	ciphers	he	was	to	use.	Then,	on	March	24th,	he	and	his	men	went
aboard	the	motor	vessel	Osorno	to	follow	Bose	to	Japan.

There	remained	the	Legion,	now,	at	the	beginning	of	1943,	two	thousand	strong.
Its	growth	had	at	first	been	slow.	In	July	1942,	when	the	supply	of	recruits	from
Annaburg	had	come	to	an	end,	 the	Germans	began	to	threaten	that	 it	would	be
disbanded	if	 it	could	not	quickly	be	brought	 to	battalion	strength.	This	made	 it
urgent	 to	obtain	many	hundreds	of	volunteers	 from	the	new	prisoners	 in	North
Africa	 and	 Bose	 worried	 the	 Italians	 until	 large	 contingents	 were	 arriving
regularly	in	Germany.	His	propagandists	would	greet	the	new	drafts	–	or	even	go
to	 the	 Italian	 frontier	 to	meet	 them	 –	 and	 prepare	 them	 for	 their	 first	meeting
with	 him.	 For	 he	 was	 quite	 tireless	 in	 this	 matter	 and	 at	 the	 height	 of	 his
eloquence.	I	know,	he	would	say,	what	you	have	suffered:	I	know	how	shattered
you	feel	by	the	defeat	of	your	British	leaders.	But	to	one	who	has	seen	as	much
of	the	world	as	I	have,	this	defeat	is	not	surprising:	the	British	were	lions,	they
are	so	no	longer;	they	deserve	no	longer	your	allegiance	or	your	fear:

The	English	are	like	the	dead	snake	which	people	are	afraid	of	even	after
its	 death.	 There	 is	 no	 doubt	 that	 the	 British	 have	 lost	 this	 battle.	 The
problem	is	how	to	take	charge	of	our	country.	When	the	Englishmen	are
about	to	leave	there	is	no	point	in	begging	independence	or	getting	it	as	a
present	 from	 other	 nations	 because	 such	 an	 independence	 cannot	 last
long…	We	are	young	and	we	have	a	sense	of	self-respect.	We	shall	take



freedom	by	the	strength	of	our	arms.	Freedom	is	never	given.	It	is	taken.

Thank	God,	the	nations	fighting	Britain	are	ready	to	help	us.	They	know
that	 Free	 India	 will	 contribute	 to	 the	 prosperity	 of	 the	 world.
Consequently	they	are	ready	to	help	us	sincerely.	Now	it	rests	with	you
to	shoulder	this	noble	task	and	bring	it	to	perfection,	or	spend	your	life	in
imprisonment…12

Observers	have	told	of	the	enthusiastic	response	of	these	prisoners,	whose	minds
still	bore	the	mark	of	recent	calamity	–	quite	unlike	the	tardiness	and	suspicion
Bose	had	found	at	Annaburg	among	those	who	had	been	in	captivity	longer.	Mr.
Girija	Mukherjee13	 has	written	of	him	 ‘standing	very	erect	under	 a	huge	plane
tree’	and	 talking	 to	 the	soldiers	 for	hours.	 ‘I	 saw	how	 the	whole	audience	was
coming	under	his	 spell	 and	how	 they	were	 listening…	When	he	had	 finished..
(they)	had	 acquired	new	 life,	 new	animation,	 new	excitement.	Most	 had	 come
out	of	 sheer	curiosity.	Dozens	now	asked	 to	be	enrolled.’	Nor	 is	 it	hard	 to	see
why	they	did	so.	This	authority,	this	singleness	of	mind,	this	study	in	black	and
white,	this	abhorrence	of	the	vague	or	indefinite,	would	appeal	to	any	soldier.	It
is	 the	 quality	 soldiers	 must	 have	 in	 their	 leaders	 in	 war,	 and	 many	 found	 it
irresistible	now.

In	August	 the	Legion	moved	 to	Koenigsbrueck,	 the	military	 training	 centre	 in
Saxony.	 Here	 its	 First	 Battalion	 manoeuvred	 under	 Bose’s	 eye	 in	 October.
Growth	 was	 rapid:	 the	 Second	 Battalion	 was	 at	 full	 strength	 by	 the	 end	 of
January	 1943,	 and	 the	 Third	 began	 to	 form	 in	 February.	With	 this	 expansion
came	 a	 financial	 problem.	 Payment	 for	 his	 soldiers	 had	 originally	 come	 from
Bose’s	 monthly	 Foreign	 Office	 grant.	 Now	 that	 source	 was	 insufficient.	 By
September	1942	Bose	had	had	to	agree	to	their	direct	payment	by	the	Germans,
and	to	an	oath	of	loyalty	to	Hitler.

The	 Japanese	 Military	 Attaché,	 Colonel	 Yamamoto,14accompanied	 him	 at	 the
first	 oath-taking	 parade.	 Five	 hundred	 Legionaries	 were	 assembled.	 Their
German	commander	Lieutenant	Colonel	Krappe,	 addressed	 them,	 and	 the	oath
was	administered	by	German	officers	 to	 six	men	at	 a	 time.	All	was	done	with
solemnity,	the	soldiers	touching	their	officer’s	sword	as	they	spoke	the	German
words:

I	swear	by	God	this	holy	oath,	that	I	will	obey	the	leader	of	the	German



State	 and	 People,	 Adolf	 Hitler,	 as	 commander	 of	 the	 German	 Armed
Forces,	in	the	fight	for	the	freedom	of	India,	in	which	fight	the	leader	is
Subhash	Chandra	Bose,	and	 that	as	a	brave	soldier,	 I	 am	willing	 to	 lay
down	my	life	for	this	oath.

Bose	 presented	 to	 the	 Legion	 its	 standard,	 a	 tricolour	 in	 the	 green,	white	 and
saffron	 of	 the	 Indian	 National	 Congress	 superimposed	 with	 the	 figure	 of	 a
springing	tiger	in	place	of	the	Congress	spinning	wheel.	‘Your	names,’	he	said,
‘will	be	written	in	golden	letters	in	the	history	of	Free	India:	every	martyr	in	this
holy	war	will	have	a	monument	 there.’	It	was	a	brave,	colourful	show,	and	for
Bose	a	moment	of	pride	and	emotion.	‘I	shall	lead	the	Army,’	he	said,	‘when	we
march	to	India	together.’	The	Legionaries	looked	well	in	their	new	uniforms,	the
silken	banner	gleaming	in	their	midst;	their	drill	did	them	credit.	Yet	in	a	sense
Bose	 was	 abandoning	 them:	 hereafter	 they	 would	 receive	 promotion	 and
precedence	as	soldiers	of	Germany:	the	Legion	had	become	in	fact,	if	not	yet	in
name,	regiment	of	the	German	Army.

The	Legion	standard	was	only	one	of	the	symbols	which	Bose	had	invented	for
the	Legion	in	1942.He	dwelt	upon	the	militance	of	the	Springing	Tiger	–	which
they	also	wore	on	their	uniforms	–	every	time	he	spoke	to	the	men.	‘Freedom	is
not	given,	it	is	taken,’	he	said	again	and	again	–	freedom	never	could	be	a	gift,
because	 every	 gift	 carries	 its	 obligations,	 its	 ties.	 There	 was	 the	 greeting	 ‘Jai
Hind’,	soon	to	become	the	password	of	Indian	nationalism;	the	National	Anthem
–	a	Bengali	hymn	of	praise	to	India,	written	by	Rabindranath	Tagore,	which	had
been	 the	 theme-song	of	 an	 Indian	 radio	programme	 from	Berlin	 since	 early	 in
the	war.	Bose’s	assumption	of	the	title	‘Netaji’	and	his	appointment	of	January
28th	as	‘Legion	Day’	served	the	same	purpose.	There	must	be	a	Legion	tradition,
a	manufactured	basis	for	morale	which	could	not	be	produced,	as	in	the	German
Army,	by	discipline,	or	as	in	the	Indian	Army,	by	leadership.

The	German	officers,	unlike	 their	comrades	at	Meseritz,	provided	none	of	 this.
Krappe	 was	 a	 good-natured	 alcoholic,	 a	 Nazi,	 but	 little	 inclined	 to	 strictness.
Few	 of	 his	 German	 subordinates	 were	 of	 any	 higher	 quality:	 too	 often	 they
regarded	the	Legion	simply	as	a	refuge	from	the	Eastern	Front,	came	to	it	with
no	 special	 qualifications	 and	 cultivated	 no	 sympathy	with	 or	 understanding	 of
their	Indian	soldiers.	Such	men	inspired	little	respect	or	affection.	Nevertheless,
while	the	Legion	was	small,	some	corporate	spirit	was	sustained.	In	the	general
expansion,	the	standard	of	recruitment	and	of	the	German	staff	fell	considerably.



The	preservation	of	morale	was	thus	always	difficult,	and	Indo-German	relations
never	satisfactory.

There	was	another	aspect.	When	soldiers	joined	the	Legion	they	usually	retained
traces	 of	 their	 old	 military	 discipline,	 natural	 manners	 and	 religious	 feeling.
Within	 a	 few	weeks	 all	 this	 disappeared,	 partly	 because	 of	 propaganda	which
actually	made	an	inducement	of	moral	laxity.	Bose’s	determination	to	abolish	or
ignore	 caste	 and	 religious	 distinctions	 also	 had	 its	 influence.	 One	 sepoy	 was
heard	 to	 say:	 ‘In	 India	 we	 have	 many	 religions	 and	 many	 gods.	 But	 here
everything	 is	Jai	Hind.’	 ‘Jai	Hind’	was	no	substitute	for	 the	wrath	of	 the	gods,
and	discipline	rotted	away.

Idleness	was	of	course	a	part	of	the	trouble.	Bose	and	the	Germans	realised	that,
for	morale	as	well	as	propaganda	reasons,	the	Legion	must	be	given	something
to	do.	They	first	planned	 to	send	 it	 to	North	Africa	 just	before	 the	battle	of	El
Alamein;	as	we	have	seen	Rommel	rejected	 this.	Then	 there	was	a	proposal	 to
station	 a	 company	 in	 Greece:	 this	 idea	 was	 outrun	 by	 events.	 Bose’s	 last
instructions	 in	 Europe	 on	 the	 Legion’s	 future	 show	 how	 far	 his	 thoughts	 had
moved.	To	begin	with	the	Legion	was	to	have	gone	to	war	only	in	or	near	India:
the	only	restriction	left	when	Bose	departed	for	the	East	was	that	it	must	be	used
against	British-Indian	troops.	In	the	event	its	deployment	on	the	French	coast	in
1943-44	was	all	that	could	be	devised;	it	proved	only	a	partial	cure.

From	January	1942,	when	he	joined	the	Free	India	Centre.	A.	C.	N.	Nambiar,	an
Indian	left-wing	journalist	who	had	worked	in	Europe	for	some	eighteen	years,
was	 recognised	 as	Deputy	 Leader.	 The	 expansion	 of	 civil	 activity	which	 took
place	as	Bose	emerged	from	obscurity	was	thus	from	the	first	Nambiar’s	affair.
Broadcasting,	 publications,	 propaganda	were	 all	 extended:	 there	were	 also	 the
welfare	 needs	 of	 the	 military	 units	 and	 a	 growing	 list	 of	 pensioners	 and
dependents.	 By	May	 1942	 the	 Centre	 had	 attained	 an	 acknowledged	 status	 in
Germany.	It	was	treated	as	a	foreign	mission,	which	implied	for	 its	members	a
higher	 scale	 of	 rations	 and	 exemption	 from	 some	 of	 the	 Aliens’	 Regulations.
Bose	 himself	was	 not	 stinted:	 the	Germans	 gave	 him	 a	 good	house,	 a	 car	 and
special	rations	for	entertainment	purposes.	His	personal	allowance	amounted	to
about	£800	per	month,	and	there	was	a	monthly	grant	for	the	Free	India-Centre
which	rose	from	£1,200	in	1941,	to	£3,200	in	1944.	All	this	Bose	regarded	as	a
loan,	too	be	repaid	to	Germany	when	India	was	free,	and	he	used	it	liberally.



In	 July	 1942	 it	 became	 necessary	 for	 Fraulein	 Schenkl,	who	 had	 been	Bose’s
private	 secretary	 for	 more	 than	 a	 year,	 to	 leave	 the	 Free	 India	 Centre.	 The
dismissal	was	not	what	 it	 seemed.	Bose	had	known	Emilie	Schenkl	 ever	 since
1934;	she	was	now	secretly	his	wife,	and	in	September	1942	was	to	bear	him	a
daughter.	The	relationship	had	caused	him	much	mental	stress.	He	may	not	have
sought	the	high	moral	reputation	which	was	his	in	India.	But	the	reputation	was
there:	 he	 was	 said,	 like	 Kemal	 Pasha,	 to	 have	 forsworn	 marriage	 until	 his
country	was	free.	A	mixed	marriage	might	give	rise	to	many	misunderstandings
and	his	German	friends	advised	against	it.	At	length	he	decided	on	the	strictest
secrecy.	He	 acknowledged	 his	wife	 only	 in	 a	 letter	 to	 his	 brother,	written	 just
before	he	left	Germany	for	the	Far	East.

Bose	waited	for	eight	months	before	his	passage	to	Japan	could	be	arranged.	No
land	route	was	open	to	him	and	at	first	he	thought	that	the	Italians	might	be	able
to	send	him	by	air.	When	this	project	was	abandoned	he	turned	to	the	Japanese.
A	 blockade-running	 vessel	 involved	 too	 great	 a	 risk	 of	 capture:	 a	 journey	 by
submarine	was	the	only	alternative.	This	he	undertook	as	soon	as	the	necessary
naval	 arrangements	 could	 be	made.	His	 Japanese	 friend,	 the	Military	Attaché,
Colonel	Yamamoto,	who	would	 have	 been	 the	 one	 to	make	 them,	went	 home
through	Turkey	and	Russia	in	November	1942.

While	he	waited	Bose	passed	on	 to	Nambiar	his	policy	and	 instructions.	There
were	 plans	 for	 new	 branches	 of	 the	 Free	 India	 Centre,	 for	 broadcasting,	 for
Indians	 to	study	German	police	methods	and	for	 the	 training	of	 Indian	seamen
and	airmen.	As	for	the	Legion,	it	must	be	used	actively	as	soon	as	possible,	the
German	officers	and	N.C.O’s	must	be	quickly	replaced	by	Indians,	there	must	be
no	 communalism.	 Legionaries	 were	 to	 be	 trained	 on	 all	 the	 most	 modern
German	equipment,	including	heavy	artillery	and	tanks:	Bose	would	send	further
instructions	as	opportunity	offered.

Christmas	1942	was	spent	peacefully	with	his	wife	and	infant	daughter	Anita	in
Vienna.	Then,	after	a	visit	to	Paris	in	January,	Bose	heard	that	his	departure	was
imminent.	 There	 was	 time	 for	 one	 more	 celebration.	 On	 January	 26th,
‘Independence	Day’	was	observed	in	Berlin	with	a	great	party	where	six	hundred
guests	drank	Bose’s	health.	Two	days	later	he	made	his	speech	to	the	Legion	on
‘Legion	Day’.	To	help	conceal	his	departure	he	had	recorded	 two	speeches	for
broadcasting	 after	 he	 left,15	 and	 he	 referred	 frequently	 in	 conversation	 to	 the
approaching	need	for	long	visits	to	the	Russian	Front.	He	hoped	at	first	to	take



both	 Swami	 and	 Hassan	 with	 him,	 but	 there	 was	 no	 room	 and	 only	 Hassan
accompanied	 him	 on	 board.	 The	 secret	was	well	 kept:	when	 Swami	 sailed	 on
March	24th,	he	did	not	know	that	Bose	had	already	gone.

There	was	no	anxiety	at	the	Free	India	Centre	–	Bose	was	simply	on	a	prolonged
tour.	 In	his	place	and	with	most	of	his	privileges,	Nambiar	 soon	settled	down,
assuming	 his	 master’s	 mantle	 with	 more	 pomp	 than	 some	 of	 his	 colleagues
wished	 to	 see.	He	was	 accepted	with	 respect	 by	 the	 Legion,	whose	 nerves	 he
more	 than	 once	 managed	 to	 soothe	 in	 the	 troublesome	 process	 of	 replacing
German	officers	and	N.C.O’s	with	Indians.	Nevertheless,	in	the	absence	of	Bose,
interest	 and	 enthusiasm	 gradually	 departed,	 until	 the	 Indians	 in	 Europe	 were
swept	without	a	struggle	into	the	maelstrom	of	Nazi	disintegration.
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EPILOGUE

Let	 them	wait	until	February	4th,	1946,	and	 then	 start	 criticising	us	 if	our
timetable	goes	wrong.	(July	12th,	1944)

THE	 sudden	 end	 of	 the	 war	 with	 Japan	 in	 mid-August	 1945	 was	 as	 much	 a
surprise	to	the	scattered	British	and	American	forces	in	SouthEast	Asia	as	it	was
to	the	Japanese	Army.	The	invasion	of	Malaya,	planned	for	late	September	had
to	be	mounted	in	haste	as	a	peaceful	but	cautious	occupation	of	Malaya,	Siam,
Indo-China,	 Java,	 Sumatra	 and	 other	 Allied	 territories.	 Such	 an	 improvisation
could	not	be	immediate	and	when	it	took	place	the	recovery	of	prisoners	of	war
was	 necessarily	 its	 first	 object.	 Thus	 before	 the	 arrival	 of	 Allied	 troops	 the
retiring	Japanese	were	able,	if	not	to	sow,	at	least	to	allow	to	be	sown,	the	seeds
of	the	political	unrest	which	has	burgeoned	in	those	territories	since.	In	Malaya,
the	 first	country	 to	be	occupied	 in	 strength,	 the	effect	of	a	 three-week	anarchy
was	least	unfortunate,	but	even	so	it	was	then	estimated	that,	in	order	to	bring	the
country	back	to	its	former	tranquillity,	a	considerable	occupation	force	would	be
needed	 for	 some	 years.	 In	 Java	 and	 Indo-China	 the	 delay	 considerably
prejudiced	 the	 return	 of	 the	 Colonial	 Powers,	 for	 these	 countries	 had	 been
partially	 controlled	 by	 nationalist	 governments	 for	 some	 weeks	 before	 the
occupation	 forces	 arrived.	 The	 effect	 on	 the	 I.N.A.	 was	 the	 disappearance	 of
nearly	all	 the	 locally	enlisted	soldiers.	When	 the	British	arrived	 in	Malaya	and
Siam,	 few	but	 the	 ex-prisoner-of-war	members	of	 the	 I.N.A.	 remained	 in	 their
camps.	 Their	 examination	 and	 repatriation	 were	 nevertheless	 to	 take	 many
months.

This	was	in	a	sense	the	second	half	of	a	problem.	It	will	already	have	been	clear
that	the	disposal	of	members	of	the	I.N.A.	captured	in	battle	must	have	been	full
of	 difficulties	 for	 the	 Indian	 government.	 The	 matter	 was	 not	 simply	 one	 of
discipline	 and	 justice.	 These	men	 had	 valuable	military	 information	 about	 the
Japanese	 and	 experience	 of	 Japanese	 methods	 which	 in	 some	 ways	 enhanced
their	value	as	soldiers.	The	 information	could	be	written	down	and	handed	on,
but	 it	 was	 dangerous	 to	 allow	 a	 soldier,	 full	 of	 the	 propaganda	 of	 Subhash
Chandra	 Bose,	 to	 return	 to	 the	 Indian	 Army	 which	 had	 been	 so	 carefully



protected	 against	 subversive	 nationalism,	 even	 to	 improve	 its	 knowledge	 of
enemy	methods.

Besides	 interrogating	 the	 returned	 soldiers	 for	 enemy	 information,	 therefore,	 it
was	 necessary	 to	 assess	 how	 safe	 it	 was	 to	 return	 a	 man	 to	 his	 battalion	 or
regiment.	Many	were	found	fit	to	go	back.	The	great	majority,	whose	spirit	was
thought	not	to	have	been	completely	broken,	were	sent	to	rehabilitation	centres
before	being	returned	to	the	Army.	Those	who	had	been	so	influenced	that	they
were	 in	 effect	 virulent	Axis	 propaganda	 agents	were	 retained	 in	 custody.	 The
Service	 organisations	 responsible	 for	 this	 assessment,	 and	 for	 the	 long
succession	or	arduous	interrogations	which	often	preceded	it,	was	housed,	with
its	prisoners,	in	the	Red	Fort,	that	great	walled	palace	of	Delhi	which	had	been
the	focal	point	of	much	of	the	drama	of	the	Indian	Mutiny	of	1857,	the	goal	of
Bose’s	hopes	and	the	battle-cry	of	his	soldiers.	Thousands	of	them	reached	it	as
prisoners.

In	 a	 very	 few	 cases,	 and	 it	 must	 be	 remembered	 that	 every	 one	 of	 the	 1,500
members	of	the	I.N.A.	taken	in	the	Imphal	Campaign	had	committed	the	gravest
possible	military	offence,	the	disciplinary	aspect	predominated.	A	few	Viceroy’s
Commissioned	Officers,	N.C.O.’s	and	senior	sepoys	caught	in	battle	distributing
or	shouting	propaganda,	firing	on	British-Indian	soldiers	or	betraying	them	to	the
Japanese,	were	 tried	 by	 court	martial	 and	 imprisoned	 or	 executed.	A	 like	 fate
overtook	 some	 of	 the	 submarine	 and	 parachute	 agents	 who	 tried	 to	 carry	 out
their	espionage	missions	in	India.	These	cases	numbered	less	than	thirty,	and	the
executions	only	nine.	No	other	disciplinary	action	was	taken	at	all.

The	mass	surrenders	at	Zeyawaddy,	in	Rangoon,	and	in	Singapore	and	Bangkok
when	 the	war	ended,	presented	 the	second	half	of	 the	problem.	There	was	still
information	to	be	gleaned	for	security	or	historical	purposes,	but,	partly	because
of	 the	animosity	displayed	by	 the	 returned	prisoners	of	war	against	 the	 I.N.A.,
discipline	 became	 the	 main	 consideration.	 The	 marks	 of	 the	 earlier	 security
classification	 –	 ‘Black,’	 ‘Grey’,	 and	 ‘White’	 –	were	 retained	 but	 the	 question
was	 now	 the	 degree	 of	 man’s	 guilt	 and	 whether	 or	 not,	 with	 or	 without	 his
arrears	 of	 pay,	 he	 should	 be	 discharged	 from	 the	 Indian	 Army.	 Over	 ten
thousand	 I.N.A.	 soldiers	 were	 repatriated	 from	 Rangoon	 between	 May	 and
October	1945.	In	September	a	further	seven	thousand	surrendered	in	Malaya	and
Bangkok.	 The	 evacuation	 of	 many	 thousands	 of	 Allied	 prisoners	 from	 their
fearful	camps	was	the	first	call	on	shipping	and	it	was	not	until	March	1946	that



the	 last	 of	 the	 I.N.A.	 left	 SouthEast	 Asia	 for	 home.	 This	 had	 certain
consequences.	 In	 the	 eleven	 months	 which	 had	 then	 elapsed	 since	 the	 first
contact	of	the	Indian	Army,	Navy	and	Air	Force	with	the	mass	of	the	I.N.A.	in
Rangoon,	there	had	been	widespread	fraternisation.	This	could	not	be	avoided	–
all	were	Indians	serving	in	a	foreign	country,	and	contact	with	the	I.N.A.	often
meant	 the	 reunion	 of	 close	 relatives	 separated	 since	 1941.	 Its	 result	 was	 a
political	 consciousness	 which	 the	 Indian	 Serviceman	 had	 never	 before
possessed.	He	received	a	picture	of	the	I.N.A.	uncorrected	by	the	observations	of
prisoners	of	war	or	by	any	official	statement.	He	saw	it	as	a	band	of	oppressed
heroes	and	listened	eagerly	to	the	hospitable	and	now	fully	politically	conscious
Indian	 civilians	 of	 South–east	 Asia,	 who	 had	 their	 own	 tale	 to	 tell	 about	 an
independent	 Indian	 Government	 and	 the	 departed	 glories	 of	 Bose’s	 Cabinet.
Indian	 soldiers	 who	 had	 seen	 the	 truth	 about	 the	 I.N.A.	 at	 Imphal	 were	 fast
leaving	 the	 Army	 and	 there	 was	 often	 no	 voice	 to	 contradict	 the	 stories	 of
universal	 I.N.A.	heroism	 in	battle.	Thus	gradually	 the	 Indian	Services	came	 to
have	a	certain	sympathy	with	 the	popular	clamour	about	 the	 I.N.A.	which	was
being	raised	in	India,	and	there	can	be	little	doubt	that	the	serious	naval	mutinies
and	 the	 unrest	 in	 the	 other	 two	Services	 early	 in	 1946,	 owed	 something	 to	 its
influence.	 The	British	 Prime	Minister	 himself	was	 compelled	 to	 recognise	 the
new	feeling:	‘Today,’	said	Mr.	Attlee	on	March	15th	1946,	‘the	national	idea	has
spread…	not	 least	perhaps	among	 some	of	 those	 soldiers	who	have	done	 such
wonderful	service	in	the	war.’

Popular	reaction	in	India	had	been	slow	at	first.	In	July	1945	the	battle	between
the	 Indian	 National	 Congress	 and	 the	 Muslim	 League	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 and
between	the	Congress	and	the	British	on	the	other,	had	been	resumed.	It	seemed
in	Delhi	 that	 the	apparent	 impossibility	of	 a	 communal	 settlement	might	delay
India’s	 independence	 for	 a	 further	 decade.	The	mass	of	 the	 Indian	people	was
contented	 and	peaceful,	 and	while	 the	Congress	might	 abuse	 the	British,	 there
was	no	 theme	 to	arouse	popular	 indignation,	no	General	Dyer,	no	massacre	of
Jallianwala	Bagh.

Then	the	war	ended,	and	the	story	of	the	I.N.A.,	hitherto	regarded	as	a	military
secret,	 was	 released	 in	 an	 official	 announcement.	 Mr.	 Nehru	 referred	 to	 the
matter	on	August	20th:

Now	 a	 very	 large	 number	 of	 officers	 and	 soldiers	 of	 the	 I.N.A….	 are
prisoners	and	some	of	them	at	least	have	been	executed…	At	any	time	it



would	have	been	wrong	to	treat	them	too	harshly,	but	at	this	time	–	when
it	 is	 said	big	 changes	 are	 impending	 in	 India,	 it	would	be	 a	very	grave
mistake	leading	to	far-reaching	consequences	if	they	were	treated	just	as
ordinary	 rebels.	 The	 punishment	 given	 them	 would	 in	 effect	 be	 a
punishment	 on	 all	 India	 and	 all	 Indians,	 and	 a	 deep	 wound	 would	 be
reacted	in	millions	of	hearts.

At	 the	 same	 time	bodies	of	Legionaries	 from	Germany,	unrepentant,	 truculent,
and	 some	 still	 in	German	uniform,	were	 seen	 in	 trains	 and	on	 stations	 as	 they
were	 taken	 to	 their	 camps	 and	 regimental	 centres.	Bose’s	 death	 caused	 further
publicity.	A	film	was	smuggled	out	of	Singapore	and	shown	privately	in	Delhi.
By	the	end	of	September	as	much	as	could	be	obtained	from	unofficial	sources,
supplemented	 by	 the	 stories	 of	 returning	 prisoners	 of	war	 and	 Indian	 civilians
form	Rangoon	and	Malaya,	had	been	widely	circulated.

The	 Government	 of	 India	 had	 announced	 that	 the	 rank	 and	 file	 of	 the	 I.N.A.
‘who	yielded	to	pressure	and	were	so	misguided	as	to	join	forces	raised	by	the
enemy’	would	be	leniently	and	generously	treated.	Only	the	leaders	were	to	be
court-martialled	 and	 those	 charged	with	 atrocities.	 The	 first	 Congress	 reaction
was	favorable,	but	in	mid-September	the	All-India	Congress	Committee	resolved
that	‘it	would	be	a	tragedy	if	these	officers,	men	and	women,	were	punished	for
the	offence	of	having	laboured,	however	mistakenly,	for	the	freedom	of	India….
The	A.I.C.C.	 therefore	 earnestly	 trusts	 that	 (they)	….	will	 be	 released’.	 Tw	 o
days	 later	 the	 Congress	 set	 up	 a	 Defence	 Committee,	 to	 handle	 the	 cases	 of
I.N.A.	soldiers	and	civilian	members	of	the	Indian	Independence	League	brought
to	trial.

It	soon	became	known	that	three	of	the	commanders	in	the	I.N.A.	campaign	near
Mount	Popa	in	1945	were	to	be	tried	by	court	martial	in	November.	There	was
immediate	 and	 widespread	 public	 interest.	 The	 trial	 was	 attacked	 by	 the
Congress	as	an	act	of	savage	oppression,	and	the	handling	of	 the	whole	matter
by	 the	British	was	 condemned.	 The	 I.N.A.	was	 eulogised	 and	 glorified	 in	 the
most	fulsome	terms	of	its	own	propaganda:	its	object	was	the	same	as	that	of	the
Congress	 itself,	 and	 its	 sufferings	 were	 in	 the	 same	 cause.	 Nehru	 ‘had	 no
doubt…	that	the	men	and	women	who	had	enrolled	in	this	Army…	had	done	so
because	of	their	passionate	desire	to	serve	the	cause	of	India’s	freedom;	also	that
if,	owing	to	some	technical	interpretation	of	military	law,	large	numbers	of	them
received	severe	sentence,	it	would	be	a	tragedy	for	India’.1	This	was	clearly	to	be



a	test	case.	The	Defence	Committee	went	immediately	into	action,	with	the	most
illustrious	members	of	the	Indian	Bar	prepared	to	do	battle.	Mr.	Bhulabhai	Desai
was	chosen	to	conduct	the	defence.

The	accused	were	Shah	Nawaz,	Sahgal	 and	Dhillon,	 all	 regular	officers	of	 the
Indian	 Army,	 whose	 actions	 in	 the	 Mount	 Popa	 operations	 are	 described	 in
Chapter	VII.	 There	were	 seventeen	 defence	 counsels,	 among	 them	Mr.	Nehru
himself,	when	 the	 trial	opened	 in	 the	Red	Fort	on	November	5th.	The	charges
were	of	some	complexity,	involving	not	only	the	general	conduct	of	the	officers
in	‘waging	war	against	the	King’,	but	death	sentences	they	were	alleged	to	have
had	 carried	 out	 on	 soldiers	 of	 the	 I.N.A.	The	 trial	 lasted	 until	December	 31st.
Every	word	of	it	was	reported	throughout	India,	with	long	commentaries	day	by
day.	The	defence	was	a	bold	challenge	to	the	legality	of	the	trial.	It	was	argued
that	 the	 I.N.A.	 was	 the	 military	 force	 of	 a	 properly	 constituted	 and	 widely
recognised	 government,	 which	 the	 accused	 had	 joined	 as	 true	 patriots.	 There
were	long	and	intricate	appeals	to	historical	precedent	and	international	law.	As
for	the	death	sentences,	the	defence	challenged	the	evidence	that	any	executions
had	taken	place	at	all,	forcing	one	prosecution	witness	to	admit	in	court	that	he
had	been	tutored.	There	were	thirty	witnesses	for	the	prosecution	and	twelve	for
the	defence,	some	of	them	men	who	had	themselves	been	prominent	under	Bose.
One	hundred	and	 twenty-five	exhibits	were	produced,	and	 the	published	report
runs	to	three	hundred	and	eighty-seven	closely	printed	pages.

From	the	first	day	the	attention	of	India	was	focussed	on	the	courtroom	and	the
Red	Fort,	whose	place	in	nationalist	history	greatly	heightened	the	drama.	Long
before	the	end	the	country	was	in	an	emotional	uproar,	‘The	honour	and	the	law
of	the	Indian	National	Army	are	on	trial	before	this	court,’	said	Mr.	Desai,	‘and
the	 right	 to	 wage	 war	 with	 immunity	 on	 the	 part	 of	 a	 subject	 race	 for	 their
liberation.’	The	 trial	of	Bahadur	Shah,	 last	of	 the	Moghuls,	was	recalled,	as	so
often	by	Bose	himself.	Mr.	Nehru	has	said	of	the	country’s	feeling:

Behind	 the	 law	 there	was	 something	 deeper	 and	more	 vital,	 something
that	 stirred	 the	 subconscious	 depths	 of	 the	 Indian	 mind.	 Those	 three
officers	 and	 the	 I.N.A.	 became	 symbols	 of	 India	 fighting	 for	 her
independence.	All	minor	issues	faded	away…	The	trial	dramatised…	the
old	 contest:	 England	 versus	 India.	 It	 became	 in	 reality	 not	 merely	 a
question	of	 law	or	of	 forensic	eloquence…	but	 rather	a	 trial	of	strength
between	 the	 will	 of	 the	 Indian	 people	 and	 the	 will	 of	 those	 who	 hold



power	in	India.2

Within	the	courtroom,	the	law	was	still	the	law.	The	charges	of	waging	war	were
found	proven	and	likewise	one	of	the	charges	arising	out	of	the	death	sentences.
All	three	officers	were	sentenced	to	cashiering	and	transportation	for	life.

It	was	clear	that	the	matter	could	not	rest	there.	Apart	from	other	considerations;
there	was	by	 this	 time	 strong	 if	uninformed	 feeling	on	 the	 subject	 in	England.
The	Commander-in-Chief,	 Field-Marshall	 Sir	Claude	Auchinleck,	 remitted	 the
sentences	of	 transportation,	but	confirmed	 the	other	penalties,	 ‘since	 it	 is	 in	all
circumstances	 a	 most	 serious	 crime	 for	 an	 officer	 or	 soldier	 to	 throw	 off	 his
allegiance	and	wage	war	against	 the	State.’	The	principle	had	 to	be	upheld	 for
the	sake	of	the	stability	of	all	lawful	governments.

The	 wisdom	 and	 severity	 of	 this	 sober	 judgement	 were	 lost	 upon	 India.	 The
Commander-in-Chief’s	 action	 amounted,	 in	 the	 popular	 mind,	 to	 an	 acquittal,
and	 the	 announcement	 a	 few	days	 earlier	 than	 there	would	 be	 no	more	 I.N.A.
trials	except	for	atrocities	was	seen	as	an	admission	that	there	had	been	no	case
to	 bring.	 The	Congress	was	 triumphant:	 it	 had	 rallied	 the	 people	 of	 India	 and
revived	the	old	militant	anti-British	feeling	of	 the	civil	disobedience	days.	It	at
once	began	to	agitate	for	the	speedy	release	of	the	men	whose	cases	had	not	yet
been	examined,	and	harried	the	Government	to	complete	the	repatriation	of	those
still	held	abroad.	Mr.	Gandhi	visited	the	Red	Fort	frequently	and	conferred	with
the	detained.	The	prisoners	themselves	made	life	increasingly	uncomfortable	for
those	 responsible	 for	 the	 disciplinary	 assessment.	 This	 remaining	 task	 was
hurried	through	and	the	returned	I.N.A.	soldiers	sent	back	to	their	villages	with
all	speed.

There	were	a	few	more	court	martials	–	of	those	concerned	with	atrocities,	at	the
Bidadari	Concentration	Camp	–	but	in	May	1946,	just	as	the	trials	of	the	officers
who	 had	 tortured	 Captain	 Durrani	 were	 about	 to	 commence,	 all	 remaining
charges	were	withdrawn.

When	he	visited	Singapore	 in	March	1946,	Mr.	Nehru	was	given	an	unofficial
military	reception	by	thousands	of	local	civilian	ex-members	of	the	I.N.A.	who,
no	 longer	afraid	 to	admit	 their	membership,	had	put	on	 their	old	uniforms	and
lined	the	streets	down	which	he	would	drive	with	Lord	Mountbatten.	He	was	not
much	impressed,	soundly	rebuking	a	uniformed	group	which	made	a	disturbance



outside	his	hotel.	Like	other	Congress	leaders	he	was	anxious	about	the	effect	of
such	 jubilant	young	men	upon	 the	discipline	of	 the	Indian	Army,	 for	which	he
would	some	day	be	responsible.	But	as	a	political	weapon	 the	I.N.A.	had	been
the	greatest	use	to	the	Congress	in	India.	It	had	restored	to	it	the	ability	to	cause
widespread	civil	 commotion,	 and	 that	 in	 circumstances	where	 the	Government
might	 hesitate	 to	 use	 the	 Indian	Army.	 The	 essential	 soundness	 of	 the	 Indian
Army	was	in	fact	to	carry	it	through	worse	matters	than	the	I.N.A.	agitation.	But
in	1946,	with	the	Bombay	and	Karachi	naval	mutinies	fresh	in	the	public	mind,
few	outside	the	Army	itself	could	be	confident	of	that.

There	can	thus	be	little	doubt	that	the	Indian	National	Army,	not	in	its	unhappy
career	on	the	battlefield,	but	in	its	thunderous	disintegration,	hastened	the	end	of
British	rule	in	India.	The	agitation	which	surrounded	the	trials	turned	the	issue	of
independence	for	 India	 into	an	 instant	burning	question	once	more.	 ‘Subhash’s
suddenly	amplified	figure,’	says	Dilip	Kumar	Roy,	‘added	to	the	romance	of	an
Indian	Army	marching	singing	to	Delhi,	galvanised	a	frustrated	nation	out	of	its
torpor,	 and	 substantially	 damaged	 the	 insulation	 of	 the	 Indian	Army	 from	 the
magnetic	currents	of	popular	enthusiasm	for	immediate	independence’.

It	would	be	too	much	to	suggest	that	Bose	had	seen	with	any	clarity	what	might
occur	 after	 Japanese	 defeat	 although	 he	 certainly	 counted	 on	 the	 disbanded
I.N.A.	to	influence	the	Indian	Army	in	Burma	after	he	left	it.	But	he	knew	that
the	 Indian	 struggle	would	 soon	be	 renewed,	and	he	had	urged	his	 followers	 to
remain	 steadfast	 in	 the	 faith	 he	 had	 given	 them,	 believing	 that,	 somehow	 or
other,	 they	 would	 have	 their	 part	 to	 play.	 That	 the	 greatest	 influence	 he	 ever
exerted	 lay	 in	 the	accidental	effect	of	 the	 trials,	whose	setting	 in	 the	Red	Fort,
nationalist	goal,	symbol	of	alien	Imperial	power,	and	centre	of	the	Indian	world,
turned	 so	 much	 to	 the	 advantage	 of	 the	 Congress,	 does	 not	 diminish	 the
authenticity	of	his	vision.

The	loss	of	that	vision	was,	to	India	on	the	threshold	of	independence,	a	portent
only	less	significant	than	the	murder	of	Mr.	Gandhi	in	1948.	For	when	he	died
S.C.	 Bose	 was	 only	 forty-eight,	 eight	 years	 younger	 than	 Mr.	 Nehru,	 still
comparatively	 a	 young	 man	 for	 all	 his	 twenty-four	 years	 of	 politics,	 still
somewhat	 the	voice	of	Youth,	still	with	an	 irresistible	appeal	 to	 the	young	and
with	unquestionably	a	distinguished	contribution	to	make.	His	own	countrymen
must	 assess	both	what	his	 contribution	was	and	what	 it	might	have	been:	 they
must	 judge	 of	 the	 validity	 of	 his	 non-communalism,	 of	 the	 soundness	 and



expediency	 of	 his	 domestic	 policies.	 Here	 let	 us	 attempt	 to	 answer	 only	 the
question	he	would	himself	have	posed:	‘Will	he	live	in	History?’

There	were	 undeniable	 faults.	 His	 undergraduate	 self-assurance	 grew	with	 the
years	into	a	prodigious	arrogance.	In	1928,	as	a	young	man	with	little	more	than
his	 years	 in	 prison	 to	 serve	 for	 political	 experience,	 he	 had	 no	 hesitation	 in
asserting	not	only	that	the	British	were	wrong,	but	that	Gandhi	was	wrong,	that
the	 Indian	 Struggle	 had	 no	 place	 for	 mystics	 and	 vague	 philosophers.	 In	 the
following	ten	years	he	grew	only	more	certain	that	Gandhi	was	wrong,	and	that
he	 alone	 was	 right:	 Gandhi	 was	 ‘an	 old,	 useless	 piece	 of	 furniture’.	 Bose’s
Congress	Presidential	year	in	1938,	by	which	perhaps	Gandhi	hoped	to	bring	the
angry	young	man	into	the	main	stream	of	Congress	development,	led	in	1939	to
open	 defiance;	 and	 in	 his	 short-lived	 triumph	Bose	 talked	 to	Gandhi	 as	 to	 an
opponent	he	had	beaten	at	the	hustings.	Even	the	crushing	defeat	which	removed
him	from	office,	the	failure	of	the	popular	support	of	which	he	had	been	so	sure
and	the	reluctant	Congress	disciplinary	action	against	him	held	no	message	for
his	 impenetrable	 self-esteem.	 He	 was	 still	 right,	 so	 right	 that	 he	 must	 escape
from	 poor,	 enslaved,	misguided	 India,	 in	 order	 to	 save	 her	 not	 only	 from	 the
British,	but	from	herself.

Under	Axis	patronage	he	behaved	more	and	more	like	a	dictator.	The	arch-rebel
tolerated	no	rebellion	against	himself,	no	criticism,	no	failure	to	cooperate	in	the
way	 he	 had	 chosen;	 the	 man	 who	 had	 been	 so	 sensitive	 to	 the	 sufferings	 of
others	could	now	condone	brutality	towards	his	opponents.	At	the	end,	when	he
was	 too	 remote	 from	 the	 political	 scene	 for	 sound	 judgement,	 when	 his	 own
intolerance	had	cut	him	off	from	any	corrective	friendship,	the	Congress,	Jinnah,
Lord	Wavell	were	still	wrong:	Mr.	Gandhi	could	not	be	trusted	to	do	the	best	for
India;	Russia,	of	all	people,	could	be	relied	upon	to	help.

Some	other	things	we	seek	in	vain.	There	was	laughter,	but	no	humour,	his	wit
was	 bitter,	 leaden-footed.	 The	 distinction	 between	 friend	 and	 flatterer	was	 not
always	 clear	 to	 him.	His	 rhetoric,	 stirring	 perhaps	 in	Bengali	 or	Urdu,	 held	 in
English	only	the	stereotyped	phrase,	the	toneless	repetition.	There	was	no	lack	of
physical	courage,	he	could	stand	as	straight	as	any	under	aerial	bombs	or	bullets.
The	 escape	 from	 India,	 the	 journey	 to	 the	 Far	 East	 needed	 great	 spirit.	 He
maintained	a	brave	independence	from	the	Japanese.	But	there	were	moments	of
unsteadiness	–	 the	flight	from	Meiktila,	 the	hysterical	outburst	against	 the	staff
officers’	 desertions	 and	 the	 orders	 against	 treachery.	 The	 final	 plan	 to	 put



himself	 at	 the	mercy	 of	 the	 advancing	Russian	 armies	 in	Manchuria	was	 bold
enough,	 but	 many	 vacillations	 preceded	 it,	 at	 Siagon,	 Singapore,	 Rangoon	 –
even	at	Pyinmana	where	he	first	said	that	he	would	fight	to	the	last.	The	revolt
against	the	Congress	in	1939	was	bold;	indecision	preceded	that	too.	There	were
the	 illusions	about	 the	outcome	of	 the	war,	about	communalism,	about	Russia,
about	Indian	Army	and	I.N.A.	morale,	the	readiness	to	believe	what	suited	him,
the	utter	failure	to	grasp	the	social	and	political	changes	which	war	had	brought
about	in	India;	the	incredible	naivete	in	matters	military,	Fujihara	said	of	him:

As	leader	of	the	Army	Bose	became	the	foundation	of	spiritual	strength
and	was	 the	pivot	 of	 the	 I.N.A.	organisation.	However,	 the	 standard	of
his	 operational	 tactics	 was,	 it	 must	 be	 said	 with	 regret,	 low.	 He	 was
inclined	 to	 be	 idealistic	 and	 not	 realistic.	 For	 instance,	 without	 being
familiar	with	the	fighting	power	of	the	I.N.A.,	he	was	always	demanding
that	the	I.N.A.	be	employed	in	a	separate	and	decisive	role…	and	when
the	tide	turned	and	the	Japanese	Army	had	retreated…	he	urged	that	the
I.N.A.	 should	 continue	 to	 confront	 the	 Allies	 until	 their	 aim	 was
achieved.

Ye	t	it	is	something	to	be	sure	of	oneself,	to	stake	all	on	one’s	own	judgement.
Many	of	Bose’s	weaknesses	were	the	weaknesses	of	his	single-minded	strength.
For	most,	 the	personality	of	 the	man	was	overwhelming:	 there	was	a	genius	of
enthusiasm,	 of	 inspiration.	Men	 found	 that	when	 they	were	with	 him	only	 the
cause	mattered,	 they	 saw	only	 through	 his	 eyes,	 thought	 the	 thoughts	 he	 gave
them,	 could	 deny	 him	 nothing.	 For	 the	 I.N.A.	 as	 for	 Bengal,	 there	 was	 no
resisting	his	compulsion.	Rabindranath	Tagore	had	once	hailed	him	as	the	long-
sought	Deliverer	of	the	Bengali	nation,	the	one	who	would	unite	and	reawaken.
Shah	Nawaz	echoed	the	feelings	of	many	other	officers	when	he	said	of	him:

From	the	moment	I	came	into	personal	contact	with	him	he	exercised	a
strange	influence	over	me.	Even	now,	I	do	not	know	in	what	proportion
the	man,	the	soldier	and	the	statesman	in	him	were	blended.	At	home	the
man	 in	 him	 seemed	 to	 dominate;	 at	 the	 front	 and	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 his
troops,	the	soldier	in	him	shone	in	splendid	glory	and	in	the	councils	and
conferences	 and	 at	 his	 desk…	 his	 brilliant	 statesmanship	 made	 a
profound	impression	on	one	and	all	of	us.

The	fact	that	he	was	neither	a	good	soldier,	nor	the	infallible	political	genius	his



disciples	 believed,	 makes	 only	 more	 remarkable	 his	 power	 of	 fascination.	 He
gave	to	the	Indian	communities	of	SouthEast	Asia,	for	the	first	time,	a	common
idea,	and	inspired	in	many	of	the	soldiers	a	loyalty	which	for	the	time	obliterated
their	sentiment	for	the	remote	King-Emperor.

In	 this	 alone	 there	 was	 an	 element	 of	 greatness,	 the	 greatness	 of	 this	 single-
minded	dedicated	leader,	if	only	of	a	forlorn	hope.	Was	he	then	more	than	this?
The	answer	must	be	found	in	the	nature	of	his	dream	for	India.	To	what	end	did
he	wish	to	lead?	In	considering	this	there	is	to	be	remembered	his	predominant
feeling	for	the	unity	of	India,	and	his	sense	of	the	ingrained,	vested	evils	which
possessed	 her.	 Poverty,	 ignorance,	 the	 caste	 system	 and	 the	 other	 social
anachronisms	of	Hinduism	would	not	disappear	of	themselves.	This	ills	could	be
removed,	 the	 many	 social	 and	 religious	 components	 held	 together	 and	 India
turned	into	a	modern	industrial	democracy	only	by	a	very	strong	authority	acting
on	 a	 well-made,	 long-prepared	 plan.	 Bose’s	 belief	 in	 an	 authoritarian
government	for	India	had	grown	up	in	the	West,	but	his	model	was	the	Turkish
regime	 of	Mustapha	Kemal	 who	 seemed	 to	 have	 faced	 the	 same	 problems	 of
social	adaptation	 that	confronted	India,	and	not	 the	Nazi	or	Fascist	caricatures.
Bose	saw	a	strong	Congress	Government	 settling	down	 to	 the	accomplishment
of	a	great	social	and	industrial	 revolution	 in	India	and	then	handing	over,	after
perhaps	twenty	years,	to	the	processes	of	democracy.

Mr.	Gandhi,	on	the	other	hand,	was	not	only	unwilling	to	make	any	plan	beyond
independence,	he	seemed	 to	 lack	 the	determination	 to	wield	power	at	all.	Here
lay	 the	 heart	 of	Bose’s	 quarrel	with	 him:	 beneath	 it	was	 the	 turbulent	Bengali
inheritance.	 Bose	 believed	 that	 a	 constitutional	 transfer	 of	 power	would	 leave
India	divided	and	the	new	governing	party	without	the	authority	and	prestige	it
needed	to	carry	out	the	reforms.	Fighting	the	British	was	an	essential	source	of
unity	for	India	and	of	political	prestige	for	her	future	governors.	The	more	bitter
the	 struggle,	 the	 greater	 the	 glory.	Hence	 came	his	 insistence	 that	 the	 struggle
must	 continue	 to	 the	 last,	 his	 advocacy	 of	 revolution	 in	 1939,	 his	 horror	 of	 a
negotiated	settlement	at	any	time	and	his	leaning	even	towards	terrorism	as	the
ultimate	means	of	preventing	it.

Bose	had	always	seen	that	British	defeat	in	war	might	create	the	opportunity	for
the	 essential	 seizure	 of	 power.	When,	 after	 his	 failure	 to	 lead	 the	Congress	 to
rebellion	in	1939,	impatience	overmastered	him,	his	first	idea	was	for	Russia	to
champion	Indian	independence	before	the	Germans	won	the	war,	his	next	that	he



should	 influence	German	 treatment	of	 India	himself.	His	move	 to	 the	Far	East
reflected	 the	 early	 Japanese	 victories.	He	 obtained	 from	Tojo	what	Hitler	 had
withheld	and	planned	to	save	India	from	Japanese	military	government,	heading
the	 Congress	 dictatorship	 if	 necessary	 himself.	 Even	 after	 he	 realised	 the
certainty	of	Japanese	defeat,	he	hoped	for	a	foothold	in	India	from	which,	with
an	expanded	I.N.A.	he	could	keep	the	Indian	crisis	in	being.

The	 loss	 of	Burma	 and	 the	hard,	 sorrowful	march	 to	Bangkok	did	not	 destroy
that	 vision.	 Bose	 still	 thought	 his	 objective	 attainable	 in	 India,	 whatever
happened	in	SouthEast	Asia.	He	now	saw	the	I.N.A.	carrying	the	infection	of	his
influence	 into	 the	 Indian	Army,	 to	 loosen	 still	 further	 the	British	 grasp	 and	 to
deepen	 nationalist	 confidence.	 Still	 he	 must	 battle	 against	 any	 political
compromise	 in	 India,	 still	 outside	 help	 must	 be	 secured	 for	 the	 struggle	 –
whether	 from	America,	whose	 continued	 sympathy	he	 sensed,	 or	 from	Russia,
whose	post-war	opposition	to	the	West	he	clearly	foresaw.	Never	would	he	give
up:	 somehow,	 he	was	 sure,	 the	 dream	would	 be	 fulfilled.	After	 its	 fulfillment
must	come	reform.	He	believed	with	every	fibre	of	his	being	that	until	the	ills	of
illiteracy,	 caste,	 public	 corruption	 and	 the	 near	 slavery	 of	 women	 had	 been
eliminated	 India	would	not	be	 ripe	 for	democracy.	Until	 these	 things	had	been
set	 right,	 until	 the	 people	 had	 some	 idea	 of	why	 they	were	 voting,	 until	 some
degree	of	responsibility	had	been	induced	in	 the	press,	no	administration	could
hope	to	govern	save	as	the	British	had	done,	by	benevolent	autocracy.	Nor	could
anything	but	autocracy	accomplish	those	reforms:	the	ills	were	too	deep,	rooted
in	too	many	vested	interests.

By	 the	magnitude	of	 this	conception,	by	 the	example	of	his	magnetic,	burning
zeal,	 his	 tenacity	 and	 personal	 force,	 by	 the	 tradition	 he	 left	 of	 sacrificial
patriotism,	must	be	measured	the	stature	of	Subhash	Chandra	Bose.	His	place	in
Indian	 history	 cannot	 be	 denied.	 Idol	 of	 the	 masses	 in	 Bengal,	 his	 youthful
daring,	 his	panache,	 his	 reckless	 courage	 caught	 the	 imagination	 of	 India.	He
gave	 much	 to	 his	 country.	 Even	 after	 the	 ruin	 of	 all	 he	 built,	 something	 of
substance	 remained.	 Had	 he	 lived	 to	 see	 the	 Republic	 of	 India,	 he	 would
assuredly	have	given	much	more.

There	 is	 something	 yet	 to	 be	 said	 before	we	 leave	 the	 tragedy	 of	 Bose.	 Bose
played	his	part	–	some	would	say	an	heroic	part	–	in	the	history	of	his	country.
Had	 his	 early	 life	 not	 been	 scarred	 with	 racial	 hatred	 and	 had	 Indian	 politics
taken	 a	 different	 course	 in	 the	 years	 1919	 to	 1921,	 his	 part	 might	 have	 been



incomparably	 greater.	 Bose	 can	 be	 read	 as	 a	 symbol	 of	 all	 that	 went	 wrong
between	 Britain	 and	 the	 people	 of	 India,	 whom	 he	 had	 tried	 so	 long	 and
earnestly	to	rule.	This	study	cannot	end	without	some	attempt	to	define	what	that
was.	What	 if	 any	was	 the	 justification	 for	 the	 revolt	 of	 the	 popular	 leaders	 of
India?	What	justification	was	there	for	the	Indian	National	Army?	What	in	fact
is	there	to	regret	in	Britain’s	record?

The	story	has	often	been	told.	There	was,	over	more	than	a	century,	a	consistent
progress	 in	 the	British	conduct	of	 Indian	affairs.	Warren	Hastings	 in	1818,	Sir
Thomas	Munro	in	1824,	Sir	Henry	Lawrence	in	1844	looked	forward	to	a	time
when	British	rule	would	cease.	And	these	men	did	not	live	in	an	age	when	for	a
nation	to	hold	an	empire	was	to	court	obloquy	and	slander	from	half	the	world,
but	 the	 height	 of	Western	Civilisation’s	 self-confidence,	when	 it	was	 assumed
that	Western	 contacts	must	 necessarily	 benefit	 the	 backward	Orient.	 For	 India
was	 backward,	 decimated	 often	 by	 plague	 and	 famine,	 her	 people	 in	 thrall	 to
arbitrary	and	indifferent	rulers,	her	economy	and	administration	in	chaos.	To	see
a	day	when	she	could	be	‘a	noble	ally,	enlightened	and	brought	into	the	scale	of
nations’,	 was	 vision	 indeed.	 Ye	 t	 this	 ideal	 was	 pursued.	 Successive	 British
Governments	 showed	 themselves	 sensitive	 to	 the	 development	 of	 nationalism
and	 granted	 stage	 after	 stage	 of	 ordered	 constitutional	 advance.	 Finally	 two
enlightened	and	 independent	nations	emerged.	Britain	need	 look	no	 further	 for
justification	of	her	rule.

To	 the	 unclouded	 brain	 that	 could	 see	 the	 century	 of	 progress	 in	 India	 as	 a
whole,	 there	 could	 be	 no	 rational	 doubt,	 even	 in	 1939,	 of	 the	 British
determination	eventually	 to	grant	 independence	 to	India.	The	decision	 to	do	so
was	 in	 effect	 taken	 in	 1917;	 once	made	 it	 was	 irrevocable.	 But	 by	 1939	 few
Indians	brains	were	unclouded	by	the	massive	hatred	of	British	rule	which	had
grown	up	in	the	past	thirty-five	years.

In	accounting	for	this	Mr.	Guy	Wint3	takes	a	longer	and	more	coherent	view	than
has	been	possible	in	these	pages.	He	shows	how	the	modernising	influence	of	the
British	 administration	 had	 produced	 an	 educated	 class,	which	 in	 accepting	 the
modern	 Western	 outlook,	 surrendered	 the	 normal	 direction	 of	 the	 Hindu
Universe:	‘there	was	no	longer	any	religious	or	moral	sanction,’	he	says,	behind
men’s	 lives’.	 There	 resulted	 materialism	 and	 self-interest	 which	 led	 to	 social
desperation	and	at	last	nihilism.	Hence	both	the	Hindu	revival	of	the	1890’s	and
the	 bomb-worshipping	 revolutionaries	 of	 Bengal	 and	 the	 Punjab	 in	 the	 next



decade.

There	 was	 also	 the	 element	 of	 political	 frustration	 which	 I	 have	 examined	 in
Chapter	II.4	The	Indian	right	to	eventual	self-government	was	admitted,	and	the
British	 intention	 to	 grant	 it	 was	 at	 first	 clearly	 stated.	 Then,	 in	 all	 the
afterthoughts	of	the	Indian	Mutiny	and	the	immense	pomp	of	Imperial	Victorian
India,	this	purpose	grew	dim.	Constitutional	progress	continued	but	with	no	clear
end	in	view,	until,	during	the	First	World	War,	it	was	realised	that	a	crisis	was
near.	Liberal	statesmen	saw	that	the	Viceregal	Court	must	be	brought	into	touch
with	the	needs	and	mood	of	the	country,	that	radical	constitutional	reforms	must
bring	 independence	 rapidly	 into	 view	 and	 that	 the	 European	 community	must
change	 its	 attitude	 towards	 the	 Indians.	 This	 latter	 –	 the	 social	 factor	 –	 was
considered	 of	 paramount	 importance	 if	 the	British	 partnership	 in	 India	was	 to
survive.	 England	 had	 given	 her	 laws,	 her	 civilisation	 and	 her	 culture,	 but	 had
withheld	her	 society.	The	 social	 life	of	 the	European	community	must	now	be
integrated	with	that	of	the	many	educated	and	cultured	Indians	if	there	was	to	be
any	harmony	in	political	development.

A	similar	problem	was	faced	with	frankness	and	great	courage	in	Malaya	during
1952.	But	behind	the	partial	solution	achieved	 then	 lay	 thirty	 long	years	of	 the
British	 social	 revolution.	 In	 the	 India	 of	 1918	 social	 contact	 with	 Indians	 on
terms	 of	 equality	 was	 for	 the	 European	 not	 merely	 distasteful,	 it	 was
unthinkable:	 the	 colour	 bar	 was	 discreet,	 but	 quite	 rigid.	 For	 this	 there	 were
many	 reasons.	There	was	 difference	 of	 temperament;	 there	were	 the	European
clubs,	to	which	the	community	had	an	undoubted	right,	but	whose	exclusiveness
came	to	symbolise	the	strict	racial	barrier.	There	were	also	social	reasons	–	the
caste	 system	 and	 the	 customary	 seclusion	 of	 Indian	 women	 made	 a	 mixed
society	 unnaturally	 difficult,	 while	 the	 bourgeois	 background	 of	 some	 of	 the
Europeans	was	 itself	a	 further	obstacle.	But	 the	main	reason	was	 in	 its	various
forms,	fear:	fear	for	life,	with	old	roots	in	sudden	savagery	of	the	Indian	Mutiny,
and	 new	 ones	 in	 the	 recent	 terrorism:	 fear	 of	 genetic	 mixture,5	 fear	 of
competition	for	the	privileged	positions	which	Europeans	held.	Unconscious	fear
it	may	have	been;	fear	often	is.	It	manifested	itself	in	irrational	feelings	of	racial
superiority	and	of	loathing	for	a	coloured	skin,	in	talk	of	white	prestige	or	in	the
assumed	 conviction	 that	 the	 Indian	 would	 never	 display	 the	 high	 courageous
leadership	necessary	for	political	independence.

It	was	too	much	to	hope	that	all	this	could	be	broken	down	overnight.	Perhaps	a



gradual	 change	 would	 have	 been	 tolerable.	 Indian	 opinion,	 which	 probably
understood	 the	 situation	 at	 least	 as	 well	 as	 the	 British	 did,	 was	 not	 pressing,
though	 it	 would	 have	 needed	 objectivity	 indeed	 not	 to	 resent	 the	 indignities
which	 were	 sometimes	 heaped	 even	 on	 Indians	 of	 culture	 and	 high	 social
standing.	But	the	Montagu-Chelmsford	proposals	of	1918,	with	their	exhortation
to	 social	 change,	 were	 bitterly	 resented	 by	 the	 European	 community.	 The
Rowlatt	Report,	revealing	for	the	first	time	the	extent	of	terrorist	activity	in	India
during	 recent	 years,	 had	 just	 appeared.	 The	 old	 feeling	 of	 insecurity	 was
returning	–	 this	was	no	moment	 for	 fraternisation,	 let	public	security	be	 firmly
established	before	any	new	risks	were	taken.	Airy	idealism	was	all	very	well	for
visitors	for	England,	whose	lives	and	families	were	not	in	constant	danger:	such
persons	 could	 not	 understand	 and	 must	 not	 be	 allowed	 to	 dictate.	 In	 such	 a
climate	 of	 opinion	 the	 Indian	 Government	 brought	 forward	 with	 speed	 the
Rowlatt	Bill,	to	preserve	some	of	the	powers	it	had	used	in	wartime	to	deal	with
civil	emergency.

From	this	grew	the	crisis	of	racial	hysteria	and	nationalism	of	which,	in	a	sense,
the	Amritsar	 tragedy	was	the	natural	outcome.	As	Indian	opposition	to	 the	Bill
grew,	 so	 the	 Europeans	 in	 India	 became	 more	 and	 more	 nervous	 about	 their
personal	safety.	To	the	Indian	the	measure	spelt	 the	betrayal	of	 the	new	liberal
reforms:	to	the	European	it	became	the	indispensable	guarantee	of	security,	the
only	 condition	 on	 which	 the	 reforms	 would	 be	 tolerable	 at	 all.	 In	 this
atmosphere,	with	political	unrest	rising	in	the	Punjab,	the	advocates	of	the	firm
hand	and	the	‘teaching	of	lessons’	could	secure	a	ready	hearing	–	and	it	was	one
of	these,	buoyed	up	by	the	knowledge	that	the	great	majority	of	his	countrymen
in	India	supported	him,	who	was	unhappily	 in	charge	at	Amritsar.	He	summed
up	in	himself	the	loss	of	nerve,	panic,	of	his	whole	community.

For	 the	 massacre	 he	 perpetrated	 no	 amends	 could	 be	 made:	 after	 it	 no
reconciliation	was	possible.	Racial	relations	had	been	critical,	 they	could	never
be	normal	again.	The	Congress	revolt,	the	long	political	struggle	in	which	Bose
and	his	Indian	national	Army	were	mere	incidents,	and	the	present	aloofness	of
India	from	the	West,	followed	naturally	and	inevitably	from	this	one	hysterical
outburst.

In	 the	 immediate	 situation,	 the	 wise	 instinct	 of	 the	 British	 Parliament	 soon
prevailed.	 General	 Dyer	 was	 necessarily	 condemned:	 ‘Frightfulness’	 was
‘absolutely	 foreign	 to	 the	British	way	of	 doing	 things’.6	Earlier	 direction	 from



home	 had	 been	 less	 distinct.	 Montagu	 and	 Chelmsford	 had	 advocated	 social
equality	 and	 the	 elimination	 of	 racial	 prejudice,	 but	 there	 had	 been	 no
interference	with	 the	Rowlatt	Bill	 –	 the	man	 on	 the	 spot	 had	 been	 allowed	 to
legislate	for	his	own	security	in	his	own	way.

History	may	question	whether	this	was	wise.	The	man	on	the	spot	has	a	strong
claim	 to	 be	 heard	 in	 such	 a	 matter	 but,	 however,	 impartial,	 he	 is	 inevitably
involved	in	the	interests	and	fears	of	his	own	racial	group,	matters	on	which	it	is
much	 easier	 to	 have	 feelings	 than	 objective	 views.	 He	 is	 concerned	 with
immediate	interests,	not	with	long-term	national	responsibilities.	He	will	always
consider	 that	 affairs	 are	 best	 handled	 in	 his	 fortnight	 way,	 and	 will	 oppose
interference	 from	 home.	 But	 it	 is	 at	 home,	where	 the	 long-term	 responsibility
lies,	 that	 the	most	 serious	 consequences	 of	 his	 actions	 will	 often	 be	 felt.	 The
consequences	 in	 India	were	 twenty-seven	years	of	 racial	conflict,	borne	not	by
the	men	of	1919	in	India,	but	by	the	British	people	who	eventually,	 in	disgust,
ended	it.

This	may	then	be	the	lesson	of	Amritsar,	 the	lesson	of	Subhash	Chandra	Bose,
the	 lesson	 of	 India.	 Racial	 prejudice	 breeds	 racial	 hatred;	 racial	 hatred	 breeds
hysteria	and	racial	conflict.	Social	equality	as	between	governor	and	governed	–
the	equality	of	 the	 railway	 train,	 the	hotel,	 the	 school,	 the	 restaurant	–	may	be
more	 important	 than	 the	 transfer	 of	 political	 power.	 If	 racial	 prejudice	 can	 be
eliminated	–	and	constant	pressure	 from	home	may	be	needed	 to	 secure	 this	–
tolerance	 and	 goodwill	 may	 work	 to	 produce	 the	 steady,	 unhindered	 political
progress	that	is	in	the	real	interest	of	all.	The	lesson	is	inescapable;	it	has	not	yet
been	learned.
1Foreword	by	J.L	Nehru	to	My	Memories	of	the	I.N.A.	and	Its	Netaji,	by	Shah	Nawaz.

2Foreword	by	J.L.	Nehru	to	the	published	proceedings	of	the	I.N.A.	Court	Martial.

3The	British	in	Asia.

4See	p.	23	ff.

5Philip	Mason,	An	Essay	on	Racial	Tension,	p.	80	ff.

6Sir	W.	Churchill,	in	the	decisive	speech	in	the	Commons	debate	on	the	subject.
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THE	PRISONER’S	LETTER

TAIPING,	1st	January	1942.

Reference	 your	 notes	 and	 memorandum	 handed	 over	 to	 us	 on	 30th	 and	 31st
December,	 1941,	 1we	 have	 thoroughly	 studied	 all	 points	 and	 in	 principle	 we
agree	with	them.	Certain	minor	modifications	and	suggestions	are	placed	before
you	for	your	consideration.

1.	 OUR	MODIFIED	VIEWS	AS	REGARDS	COOPERATION	WITH	 INDIAN
NATIONAL	CONGRESS

We	consider	it	a	point	of	great	honour	for	us	to	accept	kind,	valuable	and	reverent	leadership	of	Mr.	S.C.
Bose	and	his	party	in	Berlin.	We	all	know	that	he	is	an	extremist	who	believes	in	revolutions	and	radical
changes.	People	in	India	are	most	anxiously	waiting	for	any	movement	started	by	Mr.	Bose	and	they	are
ready	 to	 support	 him.	 He	 is	 extremely	 popular	 amongst	 all	 freedom	 loving	 Indians,	 even	 his	 political
enemies	have	great	respect	and	regard	for	him.	His	photos	can	be	seen	in	practically	every	house	in	India.
In	 most	 cases	 people	 worship	 him	 like	 a	 god.	 He	 is	 a	 leader	 whose	 very	 name	 will	 stir	 up	 a	 great
revolution	amongst	the	Indian	masses,	which	will	cause	a	split	in	the	Indian	Army.	It	will	cause	a	split	in
the	Indian	National	Congress	circle	and	the	majority	of	the	Congress	will	join	Mr.	Bose.	We	the	members
of	the	Indian	National	Army,	are	prepared	to	shed	every	drop	of	our	blood	for	S.C.	Bose.	His	very	name
puts	new	life	into	us.

We	sincerely	appreciate	the	Japanese	government’s	efforts	to	cooperate	with	Mr.	S.C.	Bose.	We	further
request	 that	 the	 Japanese	Government	may	kindly	 use	 all	 its	 political	 influence	 to	 get	Mr.	 S.C.	Bose’s
support	and	leadership	for	such	a	great	movement.	If	the	Japanese	Government	is	successful	in	it,	then	in
our	opinion	half	the	battle	in	India	is	won.	The	day	Mr.	S.C.	Bose’s	name	comes	before	us	we	promise
that	if	it	suits	our	purpose	we	will	openly	condemn	the	Indian	National	Congress.

We	appreciate	very	valuable	work	done	by	Mr.	Pritam	Singh	in	Malaya.	We	have	great	respect	and	regard
for	him	and	will	do	our	best	to	enhance	his	influence	and	prestige.	We	are	willing	to	cooperate	with	him
with	great	pleasure.

2.	 We	 request	 that	 as	 far	 as	 Co-Prosperity	 Sphere	 is	 concerned	 the	 Japanese
Government	may	very	kindly

discuss	it	directly	with	Mr.	S.C.	Bose.	We	will	be	most	willing	to	agree	to	any	decision	mutually	agreed
upon	by	the	Japanese	government	and	Mr.	S.C.	Bose.	We	only	want	to	see	for	our	information	details	and



description	of	Co-Prosperity.

3.	 PARTICIPATION	 OF	 INDIAN	 NATIONAL	 ARMY	 IN	 MALAYA	 AND
BURMA

It	is	true	that	the	Army	which	is	not	prepared	to	fight	in	the	front	line	is	not	worth	its	name.	We	do	not
want	to	be	disinterested	and	passive	observers	of	the	Japanese	operation.	We	also	realise	that	we	will	not
be	able	to	show	our	face	to	the	world	if	Indians	do	not	play	any	active	part	in	freeing	their	motherland.	On
the	other	hand	it	will	be	an	honour	to	the	Indian	National	Army	to	fight	side	by	side	with	the	glorious	and
world-famed	Japanese	Army.	We	request	that	before	sending	the	Indian	National	Army	to	the	front	line
the	following	points	should	be	considered:

(a)	 The	 present	 Indian	 National	 Army	 consists	 of	 men	 belonging	 to	 about	 twenty	 different	 regiments
coming	from	different	parts	of	India.	It	is	in	fact	a	very	strange	mixture.	In	several	cases	they	speak
different	languages.	To	train	them	under	new	leaders	and	under	new	ideas	to	fight	against	 the	army
from	which	they	have	come	requires	some	time.

(b)	It	is	also	essential	that	when	the	Indian	National	Army	is	used	for	the	first	time	it	should	set	a	very
good	example	of	its	bravery	and	fighting	spirit.	It	should	enter	the	battlefield	most	modernly	armed
and	equipped.	As	it	is	going	to	fight	side	by	side	with	the	Japanese	Army,	it	is	requested	that	it	should
be	armed	and	equipped	and	trained	in	the	same	manner.	It	is	just	a	foundation	today,	we	hope	in	the
near	 future	 it	 is	going	 to	be	a	very	big	Army.	Putting	 it	 in	 the	 front	 line	with	 inferior	equipment	 is
sending	it	to	be	butchered	as	was	done	by	the	English.	This	will	set	a	bad	example	and	morale	will	be
lost.

(c)	If	the	Indian	National	Army	is	used	in	Malaya	we	must	not	forget	that	in	several	cases	our	men	will	be
fighting	 against	 their	 own	 units.	 In	 certain	 cases	 they	 have	 got	 their	 real	 brothers	 and	 other	 near
relations	serving	in	their	own	and	other	units	in	Malaya.	To	prepare	our	men	to	fight	against	all	this
again	requires	time.

(d)	We	should	also	remember	that	the	Indian	National	Army	consists	of	soldiers	who	have	once	thrown
their	arms	away	on	the	battlefield.	The	soldier	who	lays	down	his	arms	in	battle	may	be:

(i)	Timid	and	thus	frightened	to	fight.

(ii)	Discontented	and	thus	not	willing	to	fight.

(iii)	Exhausted	by	continuous	troubles	and	hardships	which	he	has	undergone	since	he	has	come	to
this	country.	He	might	have	made	up	his	mind	to	do	no	more	fighting.

(iv)	 In	 certain	 cases	 he	 is	 just	 separated	 from	 his	 unit	 by	 force	 of	 circumstances,	 otherwise	 he
would	be	fighting	for	his	regiment.

To	build	up	the	morale	and	fighting	spirit	of	such	soldiers	requires	selected	leaders	and	stern	discipline.

(e)	 The	 present	 strength	 of	 the	 Indian	National	Army	 is	 very	 small.	 For	 its	 reinforcement	 and	 further
expansion	 it	 is	 entirely	 dependent	 on	 the	 Indian	 Army	 and	 the	 Indians	 in	 India.	 Therefore	 it	 is
essential	 that	 the	chief	 theatre	where	 this	army	should	be	used	should	be	 India	where	 it	will	attract
several	Indians	to	join	and	enlarge	it.

Considering	all	these	points	we	request	that	the	first	time	the	Indian	National	Army	is	used	in	the	front
line	should	not	be	in	Malaya	but	Burma	or	better	still	in	India.	This	will	give	us	some	time	to	prepare.
We	do	not	want	to	set	any	bad	example.



4.	 As	 far	 as	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	 Indian	 National	 Army	 is	 concerned	 all	 the
officers	 attending	 the	 conference	 held	 at	 Alor	 Star	 on	 the	 morning	 of	 31st
December	 raised	a	strong	unanimous	objection	 to	 the	words	 ‘in	Malaya’,	and
they	requested	that	‘in	Malaya’	may	very	kindly	be	deleted	from	that	sentence.2



	

THE	BANGKOK	RESOLUTIONS

	

1.	 WHEREAS	it	is	the	objective	of	the	war	of	Greater	East	Asia	to	destroy	British
Imperialism	in	Asia;	and

WHEREAS	it	gives	an	opportunity	for	India	to	realise	the	goal	of	complete	independence;	and

WHEREAS	it	is	the	belief	of	this	Conference	that	a	new	and	regenerated	Asia	of	Free	Nations	is	certain	to
arise	as	a	result	of	this	said	war:

This	Conference	expresses	its	sincere	gratification	at	the	war	policy	of	Japan	and	conveys	to	the	Imperial
Government	its	best	wishes	for	the	continued	success	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	Armed	Forces.

2.	 This	Conference	conveys	to	all	the	powers	fighting	against	British	Imperialism
its	sincere	congratulations	and	prays	that	their	efforts	may	meet	with	complete
success.

3.	 This	 Conference	 places	 on	 record	 its	 sense	 of	 deep	 admiration	 for	 the	 most
determined	manner	in	which	the	Nationalist	Leaders	at	home	have	been	trying
to	refuse	 to	be	drawn	into	 this	war	on	 the	side	of	 the	British	and	 their	Allies,
and	 for	 the	 frank	and	definite	demand	 for	 the	withdrawal	of	 the	British	 from
India.	In	the	opinion	of	this	Conference,	unless	the	British	withdraw	from	India
and	the	Allied	forces	cease	 to	make	use	of	India	as	a	base	for	war	operations
and	war	preparations	unimaginable	and	 innumerable	sufferings	will	be	 the	 lot
of	the	people	of	India.

4.	 Resolved	 that	 a	 Movement	 for	 achieving	 complete	 and	 immediate
independence	of	India	be	sponsored	by	this	Conference.

OBJECT

5.	 This	 conference	 endorses	 the	 view	 of	 the	 Tokyo	 Conference	 held	 in	 March
1942	 that	 the	 complete	 Independence	 of	 India	 free	 from	 any	 foreign	 control,
domination	 or	 interference	 of	 whatever	 nature	 shall	 be	 the	 object	 of	 this
Movement,	 and	 is	 emphatically	 of	 opinion	 that	 the	 time	 has	 arrived	 to	 take
necessary	steps	for	the	attainment	of	that	object.



GUIDING	PRINCIPLES

6.	 Resolved	 that	 the	 Indian	 Independence	 Movement	 sponsored	 by	 this
conference	shall	be	guided	by	the	principles	indicated	below:

That	UNITY,	FAITH,	SACRIFICE,	shall	be	the	motto	of	the	Indian	Independence	Movement.

(b)	That	India	be	considered	as	ONE,	and	indivisible.

(c)	 That	 all	 activities	 of	 this	Movement	 be	 on	 a	 national	 basis,	 and	 not	 on	 a	 sectional,	 communal	 or
religious	basis.

(d)	That	 in	 view	of	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 Indian	National	Congress	 is	 the	 only	 political	 organisation	which
could	claim	to	represent	the	real	interests	of	the	people	of	India,	and	as	such	to	be	acknowledged	the
only	body	representing	India,	this	Conference	is	of	the	opinion	that	the	programme	and	plan	of	action
of	this	Movement	must	be	so	guided,	controlled	and	directed	as	to	bring	them	in	line	with	the	aims
and	intentions	of	the	Indian	National	Congress.

(e)	That	 the	 framing	of	 the	 future	 constitution	of	 India	be	only	by	 the	 representatives	of	 the	people	of
India.

(f)	That	a	joint	Axis	policy	favourably	towards	India	will	be	advantageous	to	India.

(g)	 That	 the	 sympathy,	 cooperation	 and	 support	 of	 Japan	 is	 invaluable	 in	 securing	 the	 object	 of	 this
Movement,	namely	the	Independence	of	India.

7.	 Resolved	 that	 an	 organisation	 be	 started	 for	 carrying	 on	 the	 Indian
Independence	Movement	and	that	it	shall	be	known	as	the	Indian	Independence
League.

8.	 Resolved	 that	 the	 Indian	 Independence	 League	 shall	 immediately	 proceed	 to
raise	an	Army	called	the	Indian	National	Army	from	among	the	Indian	soldiers
(combatants	 and	 non-combatants)	 and	 such	 civilians	 as	 may	 hereafter	 be
recruited	for	military	service	in	the	cause	of	Indian	Independence.

CONSTITUTION

9.	 This	Conference	adopts	the	following	Constitution	for	the	Indian	Independence
League	organisation.
(i)	The	Indian	Independence	League	shall	consist	of:

(a)	A	Council	of	Action.

(b)	A	Committee	of	Representatives.

(c)	Territorial	Branches,	and

(d)	Local	Branches.

(ii)	 (a)	 Local	 branches	 of	 the	 Indian	 Independence	 League	may	 be	 formed	 only	 at	 a	 public	meeting	 of
Indians	in	any	locality	who	shall	elect	a	Committee	and	a	President.



(b)	Vacancy	of	such	Committee	or	in	the	Office	of	the	President	may	be	filled	up	by	the	Committee.

(c)	All	Indians	above	the	age	of	eighteen	shall	be	entitled	to	be	members	of	such	Branch	on	compliance
with	the	rules	of	the	Branch.

(d)	No	 such	Branch	 shall	 be	 recognised	 as	 a	Branch	 unless	 the	Territorial	Committee	 as	 constituted
hereinafter	accords	and	continues	to	accord	to	such	Branch	due	recognition,	provided	however	that
all	Branches	 of	 the	 Indian	 Independence	League	 now	 in	 existence	 and	 recognised	 in	 the	 various
territories	mentioned	in	article	(vi)	hereof	shall	until	otherwise	decided	upon	be	recognised	by	this
Movement.

(iii)	Representatives	elected	by	the	Committee	of	Local	Branches	in	each	territory	shall	form	a	Territorial
Committee,	and	 the	Territorial	Committee	shall	make	such	rules	as	 it	may	consider	necessary	for	 the
effective	working	of	the	Movement	within	the	territory.

(iv)	 The	 Territorial	 Committee	 in	 each	 territory	 shall	 guide,	 supervise	 and	 control	 the	 work	 of	 the
Movement	within	its	territory	and	shall	also	elect	representatives	as	constituted	hereinafter.

(v)	Territorial	Committees	and	Committees	of	Local	Branches	under	them	shall	have	power	to	make	rules
not	inconsistent	with	the	rules	by	the	Committee	of	Representatives	or	in	case	of	Local	Branches	by	the
Territorial	Committees.

(vi)	 (a)	 A	Committee	 of	 Representatives	 shall	 be	 constituted	 by	 civilian	 representatives	 selected	 by	 the
Territorial	 Committees	 in	 the	 territories	 herein	 below	 set	 out	 and	 by	 representatives	 selected	 by	 the
Indian	National	Army.

Japan	and	Machukuo
4

Philippines
2

Thailand
6

Malaya
14

Burma
21

Borneo	and	Celebes
1

Hongkong,	Canton	and	Macao
2



Other	 parts	 of	 China,	 including
Shanghai 2

Indo-China
1

Java
2

Sumatra
	

Andamans
1

	 —–

	
57

Indian	National	Army
33

	 —–

	
90

	 —–

(b)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	be	at	liberty	to	include	in	the	above	list	of	territories	any	other	territory
and	 fix	 the	 number	 of	 representatives	 from	 such	 territory	 to	 the	 Committee	 of	 Representatives,
providing	in	that	event	for	increase	in	the	representatives	from	the	Indian	National	Army,	equal	to
two-thirds	of	the	number	fixed	for	such	territory.

(vii)	Every	member	of	the	Committee	of	Representatives	shall	sign	the	Oath	of	Secrecy	in	the	prescribed
form	before	he	takes	his	seat	on	the	Committee.

(viii)	The	Committee	of	Representatives	shall	be	responsible	for	the	general	policy	and	programme	of	the
Indian	Independence	Movement	and	its	decision	shall	 in	every	case	be	final	and	binding	on	each	and
every	member	of	this	Movement.

(xi)	The	Committee	of	Representatives	shall	have	power	to	alter,	amend	or	rescind	any	previous	decisions
made	by	it,	including	any	decision	arrived	at	in	this	Conference.

(x)	 No	meeting	 of	 the	 Committee	 of	 Representatives	 shall	 be	 valid	 unless	 two-thirds	 in	 number	 of	 the



Members	of	the	Committee	are	present	(either	in	person	or	by	proxy).

(xi)	A	Council	of	Action	consisting	of	a	President	and	four	(4)	members,	of	whom	at	least	one	half	shall	be
from	the	Indian	National	Army	in	East	Asia,	shall	be	appointed	by	the	delegates	to	this	Conference.	The
first	President	shall	be	Sjt.	Rash	Behari	Bose	and	the	four	members	shall	be:

1.	Sri	N.	Raghavan.

2.	Captain	Mohan	Singh.

3.	Sri.	K.P.K.	Menon.

4.	Colonel	G.Q.	Gilani.

(xii)	 Any	 vacancy	 in	 the	 Council	 of	 Action	 caused	 by	 death,	 resignation	 or	 otherwise	 of	Members	 not
exceeding	two	in	number	at	a	time,	may	be	filled	up	by	the	other	Members	of	the	Council,	and	in	the
event	of	more	than	two	such	vacancies	the	Council	of	Action	shall	call	a	meeting	of	the	Representatives
to	fill	such	vacancies.

(xiii)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	be	Responsible	for	the	carrying	out	of	the	policy	and	progrmame	of	work
laid	down	by	this	Conference	and	as	may	hereafter	be	laid	down	by	the	Committee	of	Representatives
and	shall	deal	with	all	new	matters	that	may	arise	from	time	to	time	and	which	may	not	be	provided	for
by	the	Committee	itself.

(xiv)	For	the	proper	and	efficient	carrying	out	of	the	work	the	Council	of	Action	shall	have	power	to	create
as	 many	 departments	 as	 are	 necessary	 and	 to	 appoint	 and	 dismiss	 administrative	 officers	 and	 staff
whenever	necessary.

(xv)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	have	no	power	to	alter	or	amend	the	Policy	laid	down	by	this	Conference
without	the	sanction	of	the	Committee	of	Representatives.

(xvi)	The	Council	of	Action	may	at	any	time	summon	a	meeting	of	the	Committee	of	Representatives	to	be
held	 at	 such	 places	 as	 the	 Council	 may	 decide	 provided	 that	 necessary	 facilities	 for	 travel	 to
Representatives	and	at	least	14	days’	notice	of	such	meeting	have	been	given	to	the	Secretaries	of	the
Territorial	 Committees	 and	 to	 the	 Headquarters	 of	 the	 Indian	 National	 Army.	 On	 a	 requisition	 by
twenty	members	(Representatives)	hailing	from	more	than	one	territory	such	a	meeting	shall	be	called
by	the	Council	of	Action	and	the	necessary	notices	and	facilities	for	travel	shall	be	given.

(xvii)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	have	general	superintendence	and	control	over	all	Branches	of	the	Indian
Independence	League	in	all	territories	mentioned	in	article	(vi)	and	over	the	Indian	National	Army.

(xviii)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	cause	to	be	kept	a	register	of	all	the	territorial	and	local	organisations
and	may	remove	therefrom	the	names	of	any	such	organisations	and	withhold	or	withdraw	recognition
of	any	such	organisation.

(xix)	The	Council	of	Action	shall	have	collective	responsibility.

(xx)	 The	 allotment	 of	 Portfolios	 shall	 be	 amongst	 the	 Members	 of	 the	 Council	 of	 Action	 and	 at	 the
discretion	of	the	President.

(xxi)	 The	Headquarters	 of	 the	Movement	 shall	 be	 at	 Bangkok	 or	 such	 other	 place	 as	may	 hereafter	 be
decided	upon	by	the	Committee	of	Representatives	or	the	Council	of	Action.

(xxii)	The	deliberations	of	the	Committee	of	Representatives	and	the	Council	of	Action	shall	be	privileged
and	no	action	of	a	disciplinary	character	can	be	taken	against	any	member	in	consequence	thereof	by
any	Branch	or	Territorial	Committee	of	the	Indian	National	Army.

(xxiii)	Changes	in	the	Constitution	of	the	Indian	Independence	League	may	be	made	only	by	vote	to	that



effect	by	three-fourths	of	the	Members	of	the	Committee	of	Representatives.

10.	 Resolved	 that	 a	 request	 be	 made	 to	 the	 Nippon	 Government	 that	 it	 may	 be
pleased	to	place	immediately	all	Indian	soldiers	in	territories	in	East	Asia	under
their	control	at	the	disposal	of	this	Movement.

11.	 Resolved	that	the	formation,	command,	control	and	organisation	of	the	Indian
National	Army	be	in	the	hands	of	Indians	themselves.

12.	 Resolved	that	it	is	the	earnest	desire	of	this	Conference	that	the	Indian	National
Army	from	its	 inception	be	accorded	the	powers	and	status	of	a	free	National
Army	 of	 an	 Independent	 India,	 on	 a	 footing	 of	 equality	 with	 the	 armies	 of
Japan	and	other	friendly	powers.

13.	 Resolved	that	the	Indian	National	Army	shall	be	made	use	of	only:
(a)	For	operations	against	the	British	or	other	foreign	powers	in	India.

(b)	For	the	purpose	of	securing	and	safeguarding	Indian	National	Independence,	and

(c)	For	such	other	purpose	as	may	assist	the	achievement	of	the	object,	viz:	the	Independence	of	India.

14.	 Resolved	that	all	officers	and	men	of	the	proposed	Indian	National	Army	shall
be	members	of	the	Indian	Independence	League	and	shall	owe	allegiance	to	the
League.

15.	 Resolved	that	the	Indian	National	Army	shall	be	under	the	direct	control	of	the
Council	of	Action	and	that	 the	said	Army	shall	be	organised	and	commanded
by	the	General	Officer	commanding,	Indian	National	Army,	in	accordance	with
the	directions	of	the	Council	of	Action.

16.	 Resolved	that	in	the	event	of	military	action	being	taken	against	the	British	or
other	 foreign	powers	 in	 India,	and	for	 the	said	purpose	 the	Council	of	Action
may	 be	 at	 liberty	 to	 place	 the	 military	 resources	 available	 to	 it,	 under	 the
unified	command	of	Indian	and	Japanese	Military	Officers	under	the	direction
of	the	said	Council	of	Action.

17.	 Resolved	that	before	taking	any	military	action	against	the	British	or	any	other
foreign	power	in	India,	the	Council	of	Action	will	assure	itself	that	such	action
is	 in	 conformity	 with	 the	 express	 or	 implied	 wishes	 of	 the	 Indian	 National
Congress.



18.	 Resolved	 that	 the	 Council	 of	 Action	 shall	 make	 all	 efforts	 to	 create	 an
atmosphere	in	India	which	would	lead	to	a	revolution	in	the	Indian	Army	there,
and	among	the	Indian	people,	and	that	before	taking	military	action	the	Council
of	Action	shall	assure	itself	that	such	an	atmosphere	exists	in	India.

19.	 In	 view	 of	 the	 great	 urgency	 and	 imperative	 necessity	 of	 informing	 and
convincing	our	countrymen	 in	 India	and	abroad,	and	 friends	of	 India	all	over
the	world	of	the	meaning	and	purpose	of	this	movement,	and	in	view	of	the	fact
that	 propaganda	 in	 and	 outside	 India	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	 effective	 means	 of
waging	 the	 war	 for	 Indian	 independence,	 this	 Conference	 resolves	 to	 take
immediate	 steps	 to	 carry	 on	 active	 and	 vigorous	 propaganda	 by	 Broadcasts,
Leaflets,	 Lectures	 and	 by	 such	 other	 means	 as	 may	 be	 found	 possible	 and
practicable	from	time	to	time.

20.	 That	all	foreign	assistance	of	whatever	nature	shall	be	only	to	the	extent	and	of
the	type	asked	for	by	the	Council	of	Action.

21.	 Resolved	 that	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 financing	 the	 Independence	Movement	 the
Council	of	Action	be	authorised	to	raise	funds	from	Indians	in	East	Asia.

22.	 The	Conference	 places	 on	 record	 its	 grateful	 appreciation	 of	 the	 support	 and
encouragement	given	to	this	Movement	by	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan,
and	resolves	that	the	Council	of	Action	be	authorised	to	approach	if	and	when
necessary	the	said	Government	with	a	request	to	render	such	monetary	help	as
may	be	required	from	time	to	time	for	the	successful	carrying	out	of	the	object
of	this	Movement,	on	the	distinct	understanding	that	such	monetary	help	is	 to
be	 treated	 as	 a	 loan	 repayable	 to	 the	 Imperial	 Government	 of	 Japan	 by	 the
National	Government	of	India.

23.	 Resolved	 that	 the	 Imperial	 Government	 of	 Japan	 be	 requested	 to	 be	 good
enough	 to	 provide	 all	 facilities	 for	 Propaganda,	 Travel,	 Transport	 and
Communication	within	the	area	under	the	control	of	the	Imperial	Government
of	Japan,	 in	the	manner	and	to	the	extent	requested	by	the	Council	of	Action,
and	also	all	 facilities	 to	come	 into	contact	with	 the	National	 leaders,	workers
and	organisations	in	India.

24.	 Resolved	 that	 the	 Imperial	 Government	 of	 Japan	 be	 requested	 to	 be	 good
enough	 to	 arrange	 with	 the	 local	 authorities	 concerned	 that	 in	 matters	 of



administration	 affecting	 the	 Indian	 community,	 the	 Indian	 Independence
League	in	 the	respective	places,	and	 in	places	where	 there	are	no	branches	of
the	 League,	 recognised	 leaders	 of	 the	 community	 approved	 by	 the	 League
Branch	nearest	to	such	places,	be	consulted.

25.	 Resolved	that	the	Government	of	Thailand	be	requested	to	be	good	enough	to
consult	 the	 Indian	 Independence	 League	 (formerly	 known	 as	 the	 Indian
National	 Council	 and	 the	 Independence	 League	 of	 India)	 in	 matters	 of
administration	affecting	the	Indian	Community	in	Thailand.

26.	 The	 Conference,	 while	 recording	 its	 grateful	 appreciation	 of	 the	 various
pronouncements	made	 by	General	 Tojo	 the	 Premier	 of	 Japan,	 expressing	 the
preparedness	of	 the	Nipponse	Government	 to	give	 its	unstinted	support	 to	 the
cause	 of	 Indian	 Independence,	 reiterates	 the	 Resolution	 of	 the	 Tokyo
Conference	 that	 in	 further	clarification	of	 the	attitude	of	 Japan	 towards	 India,
the	Imperial	Government	be	good	enough	to	make	a	formal	declaration	to	the
effect:
(a)	That	immediately	on	the	severance	of	India	from	the	British	Empire,	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan

shall	 respect	 the	 territorial	 integrity	and	 recognise	 the	 full	 sovereignty	of	 India	 free	 from	any	 foreign
influence,	control	or	interference	of	a	political,	military	or	economic	nature.

(b)	That	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan	will	exercise	its	influence	with	other	powers	and	induce	them	to
recognise	the	National	independence	and	absolute	soveriengty	of	India.

(c)	That	 the	 framing	of	 the	 future	Constitution	of	 India	will	 be	 left	 entirely	 to	 the	 representatives	of	 the
people	of	India	without	interference	from	any	foreign	authority.

27.	 Resolved	 that	 this	 Conference	 is	 committed	 to	 a	 definite	 policy	 of	 close
cooperation	 with	 Japan,	 and	 it	 shall,	 on	 eliciting	 an	 official	 definition
satisfactory	 to	 this	 Movement	 of	 the	 term	 ‘Greater	 East	 Asia	 Co-Prosperity
Sphere’	and	its	implications,	endeavour	to	persuade	Independent	India:
(a)	To	be	a	member	of	such	Sphere	or	a	member	of	any	other	 international	combine	of	which	Japan	is	a

member,	on	a	footing	of	equality	with	Japan;	and

(b)	To	confer	on	Japan	the	most	favoured	nation	treatment	on	a	reciprocal	basis.

28.	 WHEREAS	it	has	come	to	the	knowledge	of	this	Conference	that	Indians	in	the
territories	which	are	now	freed	from	the	domination	of	 the	Anglo-Saxons	and
their	 Allies	 by	 the	 Imperial	 Forces	 of	 Japan	 own	 considerable	 movable	 and
immovable	properties	in	these	territories;	and

WHEREAS	owing	 to	 the	 exigencies	 of	war	 a	 number	 of	 Indians	 had	 to	 leave	 these	 territories,	 leaving



behind	their	properties	without	making	arrangements	for	their	care	and	management;	and

WHEREAS	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan	has	promised	its	unstinted	support	to	the	cause	of	Indian
Independence;	and

WHEREAS	an	enormous	amount	of	money	 is	 required	 to	carry	on	and	complete	 the	object	of	 the	 said
movement	in	East	Asia;	and

WHEREAS	 an	 appreciably	 steady	 income	 is	 likely	 to	 be	 derived	 from	 the	 said	 properties	 in	 the	 said
territories;	and	WHEREAS	in	the	opinion	of	the	Conference,	the	handing	over	of	such	properties	to	the
Indian	 Independence	 League	 by	 the	 authorities	 concerned,	 on	 the	 distinct	 understanding	 that	 the	 said
properties	 are	 to	 be	 returned	 to	 their	 rightful	 owners	 when	 claimed,	 will	 be	 welcomed	 as	 a	 sign	 of
goodwill	and	encouragement	towards	this	Movement.

NOW	THIS	CONFERENCE	RESOLVES:

That	 the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan	may	be	pleased	 to	arrange	with	 the	authorities	 in	 the	 territories
now	freed	from	the	domination	of	the	Anglo-Saxons	and	their	Allies	by	the	Imperial	Forces	of	Japan,	to
hand	over	 the	properties	owned	by	the	Indians	(including	those	owned	by	Indian	Companies,	 firms	and
partnerships)	and	left	by	them	owing	to	the	existences	of	war,	to	the	Council	of	Action	in	this	Movement
in	 trust	 for	 their	 rightful	 owners,	 to	 manage	 and	 control	 the	 said	 properties,	 and	 advance	 the	 income
thereof	for	the	use	of	this	Movement,	to	be	repaid	as	and	when	claimed	by	the	said	owners.

29.	 This	 Conference	 having	 learned	 with	 regret	 that	 Indians	 residing	 in	 certain
countries	under	the	occupation	of	the	Imperial	Forces	of	Japan	are	being	treated
as	enemy	aliens,	and	suffer	hardships	and	loss	in	consequence;	resolves	that	the
Imperial	 Government	 of	 Japan	may	 be	 pleased	 to	 make	 a	 declaration	 to	 the
effect:
(a)	That	Indians	residing	in	the	territories	occupied	by	the	Imperial	Forces	of	Japan	shall	not	be	considered

enemy	nationals	so	long	as	they	do	not	indulge	in	any	action	injurious	to	this	movement	or	hostile	to	the
interest	of	Japan,	and

(b)	That	 the	properties	 both	movable	 and	 immovable	 of	 those	 Indians	who	 are	 now	 residing	 in	 India	 or
elsewhere	 (including	 the	 properties	 of	 Indian	 companies,	 firms	 and	 partnerships)	 be	 not	 treated	 by
Japan	as	 enemy	properties	 so	 long	as	 the	management	or	 control	 of	 such	properties	 is	 vested	 in	 any
person	or	persons	 residing	 in	 Japan	or	 in	 any	of	 the	countries	occupied	by	or	under	 the	 influence	or
control	 of	 the	 Imperial	 Japanese	 Forces,	 and	 to	 instruct	 the	 authorities	 concerned	 in	 the	 respective
territories	to	give	effect	to	this	policy	as	early	as	possible.

30.	 That	this	Movement	adopts	the	present	National	Flag	of	India	and	requests	the
Imperial	Government	of	Japan	and	the	Royal	Government	of	Thailand	and	the
Governments	 of	 all	 other	 friendly	 powers	 to	 recognise	 the	 said	 flag	 in	 all
territories	under	their	jurisdiction.

31.	 This	 Conference	 requests	 Sjt.	 Subhash	 Chandra	 Bose	 to	 be	 kind	 enough	 to
come	to	East	Asia,	and	appeals	to	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan	to	use	its



good	 offices	 to	 obtain	 the	 necessary	 permission	 and	 conveniences	 from	 the
government	 of	 Germany	 to	 enable	 Sjt.	 Subhash	 Chandra	 Bose	 to	 reach	 East
Asia	safe.

32.	 That	no	unauthorised	publicity	be	given	 to	 any	of	 the	Resolutions	 adopted	at
this	Conference,	but	 a	manifesto	be	 issued	by	 this	Conference	 setting	out	 the
purpose	 and	 policy	 of	 this	Movement,	 and	 incorporating	 such	 decisions	 and
details	as	may	be	found	proper	and	beneficial	to	be	made	public.

33.	 This	 Conference	 places	 on	 record	 its	 deepest	 appreciation	 of	 and	 grateful
thanks	 for	 the	cooperation,	assistance	and	support	extended	 to	 this	movement
and	its	objective	by	the	Imperial	Government	of	Japan.

34.	 This	Conference	gratefully	acknowledges	 the	sincere	and	 friendly	attitude	 the
Governments	and	the	peoples	of	Germany	and	Italy	have	adopted	towards	our
struggle	for	freedom,	and	places	on	record	its	deep	appreciation	and	thanks	for
the	offer	of	assistance	and	cooperation	extended	by	them	to	this	Movement.

35.	 This	 Conference	 places	 on	 record	 its	 grateful	 thanks	 to	 the	Government	 and
people	 of	 Thailand	 for	 the	 opportunity	 given	 to	 hold	 this	 Conference	 at
Bangkok,	for	their	kind	hospitality,	and	for	their	sympathy	and	cooperation	in
India’s	struggle	for	freedom.

RASH	BEHARI	BOSE

President

Indian	Independence	League,	30th	June,	1942.
1	They	have	not	survived.

2	Referring	to	limit	placed	on	Mohan	Singh’s	jurisdiction.



Appendix	II

PROCLAMATIONS,	SPECIAL	MESSAGES	AND
ORDERS	OF	THE	DAY

1.	 Special	Order	on	assuming	Direct	Command	of	the	I.N.A.	–	25th	August,	1943.
2.	 Proclamation	of	the	Provisional	Government	–	21st	October,	1943
3.	 Special	Order	on	the	I.N.A.’s	Departure	for	the	Front	–	9th	February,	1944
4.	 I.N.A.	proclamation	on	entering	India	–	date	blank.
5.	 Provisional	Government	Proclamation	No.2	–	4th	April,	1944.
6.	 Special	Order	on	the	Imphal	Defeat	–	14th	August,	1944.
7.	 Special	Order	on	New	Year’s	Day	1945
8.	 Special	Order	(on	Desertions)	–	13th	March,	1945.
9.	 Special	Order	(on	the	Traitors)	–	13th	March,	1945.
10.	 Special	Order	on	leaving	Burma	–	24th	April,	1945.
11.	 Message	to	the	League	in	Burma	–	24th	April,	1945.
12.	 Statement	 on	 the	 Treatment	 of	 I.N.A.	 Prisoners	 by	 the	 British	 –	 30th	 May,

1945.
13.	 Special	Order	on	Surrender	Rumours	–	14th	August,	1945.
14.	 Special	Order	on	the	Japanese	Surrender	–	15th	August	1945.
15.	 Special	Message	to	the	Indians	of	East	Asia	–	15th	August,	1945.



	

1
SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	ON	THE	OCCASION	OF	TAKING	OVER

DIRECT	COMMAND	OF	THE	ARMY

In	the	interests	of	the	Indian	Independence	Movement	and	of	the	Azad	Hind
Fauj	I	have	taken	over	the	direct	command	of	our	army	from	this	day.

This	is	for	me	a	matter	of	joy	and	pride	–	because	for	an	Indian,	there	can	be	no
greater	honour	than	to	be	a	Commander	of	India’s	Army	of	Liberation.	But	I	am
conscious	of	the	magnitude	of	the	task	that	I	have	undertaken	and	I	feel	weighed
down	with	a	sense	of	responsibility.	I	pray	that	God	may	give	me	the	necessary
strength	to	fulfil	my	duty	to	India	under	all	circumstances,	however	difficult	or
trying	they	may	be.

I	 regard	 myself	 as	 the	 servant	 of	 thirty-eight	 crores	 of	 my	 countrymen	 who
profess	different	religious	faiths.	I	am	determined	to	discharge	my	duties	in	such
a	manner	that	the	interests	of	these	thirty-eight	crores	may	be	safe	in	my	hands,
and	 that	every	single	 Indian	will	have	 reason	 to	put	complete	 trust	 in	me.	 It	 is
only	on	the	basis	of	undiluted	nationalism	and	of	perfect	justice	and	impartiality
that	India’s	Army	of	Liberation	can	be	built	up.

In	 the	 coming	 struggle	 for	 the	 emancipation	 of	 our	 Motherland,	 for	 the
establishment	 of	 a	 government	 of	 Free	 India,	 based	 on	 the	 goodwill	 of	 thirty-
eight	 crores	 of	 Indians	 and	 for	 the	 creation	 of	 a	 permanent	 army	 which	 will
guarantee	Indian	independence	for	all	time,	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	has	a	vital	role
to	play.	To	fulfil	 this	role,	we	must	weld	ourselves	into	an	army	that	will	have
only	one	goal	–	namely,	the	freedom	of	India	–	and	only	one	will	–	namely	to	do
or	die	in	the	cause	of	India’s	freedom.	When	we	stand,	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	has
to	be	like	a	wall	of	granite:	when	we	march,	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	has	to	be	like	a
steam-roller.

Our	task	is	not	an	easy	one:	the	war	will	be	long	and	hard,	but	I	have	complete



faith	 in	 the	 justice	 and	 the	 invincibility	 of	 our	 cause.	 Thirty-eight	 crores	 of
human	beings,	who	form	about	one-fifth	of	 the	human	race,	have	a	 right	 to	be
free	 and	 they	 are	 now	 prepared	 to	 pay	 the	 price	 of	 freedom.	 There	 is
consequently	no	power	on	earth	 that	can	deprive	us	of	our	birthright	of	 liberty
any	longer.

Comrades,	 Officers	 and	 men!	 With	 your	 unstinted	 support	 and	 unflinching
loyalty,	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	 will	 become	 the	 instrument	 of	 India’s	 liberation.
Ultimate	victory	will	certainly	be	ours,	I	assure	you.

Our	work	has	already	begun.	With	the	slogan	‘Onward	to	Delhi’	on	our	lips,	let
us	 continue	 to	 labour	 and	 fight	 till	 our	National	 Flag	 flies	 over	 the	Viceroy’s
House	in	New	Delhi,	and	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	holds	its	victory	parade	inside	the
ancient	Red	Fortress	of	India’s	metropolis.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	25th	August,	1943.



	

2
PROCLAMATION	OF	THE	PROVISIONAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	AZAD

HIND

After	 their	 first	 defeat	 at	 the	 hands	 of	 the	 British	 in	 1757	 in	 Bengal,	 the
Indian	 people	 fought	 an	 uninterrupted	 series	 of	 hard	 and	 bitter	 battles	 over	 a
stretch	of	one	hundred	years.	The	history	of	this	period	teems	with	examples	of
unparalleled	 heroism	 and	 self-sacrifice.	 And,	 in	 the	 pages	 of	 that	 history,	 the
names	of	Sirajuddoula	and	Mohanlal	of	Bengal,	Haider	Ali,	Tippu	Sultan	and	Ve
lu	 T	 a	m	 p	 i	 of	 South	 India,	 Appa	 Sahib	 Bhonsle	 and	 Pesh	w	 a	 Baji	 Rao	 of
Maharashtra,	 the	 Begums	 of	 Oudh,	 Sardar	 Shyam	 Singh	 Atariwala	 of	 Punjab
and	last,	but	not	least,	Rani	Laxmibai	of	Jhansi,	Tantia	Topi,	Maharaja	Kunwar
Singh	 of	 Dumraon	 and	 Nana	 Sahib	 –	 among	 others	 –	 the	 names	 of	 all	 these
warriors	 are	 for	 ever	 engraved	 in	 letters	 of	 gold.	 Unfortunately	 for	 us,	 our
forefathers	did	not	at	first	realise	that	the	British	constituted	a	grave	threat	to	the
whole	 of	 India,	 and	 they	 did	 not	 therefore	 put	 up	 a	 united	 front	 against	 the
enemy.	 Ultimately,	 when	 the	 Indian	 people	 were	 roused	 to	 the	 reality	 of	 the
situation,	they	made	a	concerted	move	–	and	under	the	flag	of	Bahadur	Shah	in
1857,	 they	 fought	 their	 last	 war	 as	 free	 men.	 In	 spite	 of	 a	 series	 of	 brilliant
victories	 in	 the	 early	 stage	of	 this	war,	 ill-luck	 and	 faulty	 leadership	gradually
brought	about	their	final	collapse	and	subjugation.	Nevertheless,	such	heroes	as
the	Rani	of	Jhansi,	Tantia	Topi,	Kunwar	Singh	and	Nana	Sahib	live	like	eternal
stars	 in	 the	 nation’s	 memory	 to	 inspire	 us	 to	 greater	 deeds	 of	 sacrifice	 and
valour.

Forcibly	disarmed	by	the	British	after	1857	and	subjected	to	terror	and	brutality,
the	 Indian	 people	 lay	 prostrate	 for	 a	 while	 –	 but	 with	 the	 birth	 of	 the	 Indian
National	Congress	 in	1885,	 there	came	a	new	awakening.	From	1885	until	 the
end	of	the	last	World	War,	the	Indian	people,	in	their	endeavour	to	recover	their
lost	 liberty,	 tried	 all	 possible	 methods	 –	 namely	 agitation	 and	 propaganda,
boycott	of	British	goods,	terrorism	and	sabotage	–	and	finally	armed	revolution.



But	 all	 these	 efforts	 failed	 for	 a	 time.	 Ultimately	 in	 1920,	 when	 the	 Indian
people,	haunted	by	a	sense	of	failure,	were	groping	for	a	new	method,	Mahatma
Gandhi	 came	 forward	 with	 the	 new	 weapon	 of	 non	 cooperation	 and	 civil
disobedience.

For	 two	decades	 thereafter,	 the	 Indian	people	went	 through	 a	phase	of	 intense
patriotic	 activity.	 The	message	 of	 freedom	was	 carried	 to	 every	 Indian	 home.
Through	personal	example,	people	were	taught	to	suffer,	to	sacrifice	and	to	die
in	 the	 cause	 of	 freedom.	 From	 the	 centre	 to	 the	 remotest	 villages,	 the	 people
were	 knit	 together	 into	 one	 political	 organisation.	 Thus,	 the	 Indian	 people	 not
only	 recovered	 their	 political	 consciousness	 but	 became	 a	 political	 entity	 once
again.	They	 could	 now	 speak	with	 one	 voice	 and	 strive	with	 one	will	 for	 one
common	goal.	From	1937	to	1939,	through	the	work	of	the	Congress	Ministries
in	 eight	 provinces,	 they	 gave	 proof	 of	 their	 readiness	 and	 their	 capacity	 to
administer	their	own	affairs.

Thus,	 on	 the	 eve	 of	 the	 present	 World	 War,	 the	 stage	 was	 set	 for	 the	 final
struggle	for	India’s	liberation.	During	the	course	of	this	war,	Germany,	with	the
help	 of	 her	 allies	 has	 dealt	 shattering	 blows	 to	 our	 enemy	 in	 Europe	 –	 while
Nippon,	with	the	help	of	her	allies,	has	inflicted	a	knockout	blow	to	our	enemy
in	 East	 Asia.	 Favoured	 by	 a	 most	 happy	 combination	 of	 circumstances,	 the
Indian	 people	 today	 have	 a	wonderful	 opportunity	 for	 achieving	 their	 national
emancipation.

For	 the	 first	 time	 in	 recent	 history,	 Indians	 abroad	 have	 also	 been	 politically
roused	and	united	in	one	organisation.	They	are	not	only	thinking	and	feeling	in
tune	with	 their	 countrymen	 at	 home,	 but	 are	 also	marching	 in	 step	with	 them,
along	the	path	to	freedom.	In	East	Asia,	 in	particular,	over	two	million	Indians
are	 now	 organised	 as	 one	 solid	 phalanx,	 inspired	 by	 the	 slogan	 of	 ‘Total
Mobilisation’.	And	 in	front	of	 them	stand	 the	serried	ranks	of	 India’s	Army	of
Liberation,	with	the	slogan	‘Onward	to	Delhi’,	on	their	lips.

Having	goaded	Indians	to	desperation	by	its	hypocrisy	and	having	driven	them
to	starvation	and	death	by	plunder	and	loot,	British	rule	in	India	has	forfeited	the
goodwill	 of	 the	 Indian	 people	 altogether	 and	 is	 now	 living	 a	 precarious
existence.	It	needs	but	a	flame	to	destroy	the	last	vestige	of	that	unhappy	rule.	To
light	 that	 flame	 is	 the	 task	 of	 India’s	 Army	 of	 Liberation.	 Assured	 of	 the
enthusiastic	support	of	the	civil	population	at	home	and	also	of	a	large	section	of



Britain’s	Indian	Army,	and	backed	by	gallant	and	invincible	allies	abroad	–	but
relying	 in	 the	 first	 instance	on	 its	 own	 strength,	 India’s	Army	of	Liberation	 is
confident	of	fulfilling	its	historic	role.

Now	that	the	dawn	of	freedom	is	at	hand,	it	is	the	duty	of	the	Indian	people	to	set
up	a	Provisional	Government	of	their	own,	and	launch	the	last	struggle	under	the
banner	 of	 that	 Government.	 But	 with	 all	 the	 Indian	 leaders	 in	 prison	 and	 the
people	 at	 home	 totally	 disarmed	 –	 it	 is	 not	 possible	 to	 set	 up	 a	 Provisional
Government	within	India	or	to	launch	an	armed	struggle	under	the	aegis	of	that
government.	It	is,	therefore,	the	duty	of	the	Indian	Independence	League	in	East
Asia,	 supported	 by	 all	 patriotic	 Indians	 at	 home	 and	 abroad,	 to	 undertake	 this
task	–	the	task	of	setting	up	a	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind	(Free	India)
and	 of	 conducting	 the	 last	 fight	 for	 freedom,	 with	 the	 help	 of	 the	 Army	 of
Liberation,	(that	is,	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	or	the	Indian	National	Army)	organised
by	the	League.

Having	 been	 constituted	 as	 the	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	Hind	 by	 the
Indian	Independence	League	in	East	Asia,	we	enter	upon	our	duties	with	a	full
sense	of	the	responsibility	that	has	devolved	on	us.	We	pray	that	Providence	may
bless	our	work	and	our	struggle	for	the	emancipation	of	our	Motherland.	And	we
hereby	pledge	our	lives	and	the	lives	of	our	comrades	in	arms	to	the	cause	of	her
freedom,	of	her	welfare,	and	her	exaltation	among	the	nations	of	the	world.

It	will	be	 the	 task	of	 the	Provisional	Government	 to	 launch	and	 to	conduct	 the
struggle	 that	will	bring	about	 the	expulsion	of	 the	British	and	 their	allies	 from
the	soil	of	India.	It	will	then	be	the	task	of	the	Provisional	Government	to	bring
about	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 permanent	 National	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind
constituted	 in	accordance	with	 the	will	of	 the	 Indian	people	and	enjoying	 their
confidence.	 After	 the	 British	 and	 their	 allies	 are	 overthrown	 and	 until	 a
permanent	 National	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 is	 set	 up	 on	 Indian	 soil,	 the
Provisional	Government	will	administer	the	affairs	of	the	country	in	trust	for	the
Indian	people.

The	Provisional	Government	is	entitled	to,	and	hereby	claims,	the	allegiance	of
every	 Indian.	 It	 guarantees	 religious	 liberty,	 as	well	 as	 equal	 rights	 and	 equal
opportunities	 to	 all	 its	 citizens.	 It	 declares	 its	 firm	 resolve	 to	 pursue	 the
happiness	and	prosperity	of	 the	whole	nation	and	of	all	 its	parts,	cherishing	all
the	children	of	the	nation	equally	and	transcending	all	the	differences	cunningly



fostered	by	an	alien	government	in	the	past.

In	 the	name	of	God,	 in	 the	name	of	bygone	generations	who	have	welded	 the
Indian	 people	 into	 one	 nation,	 and	 in	 the	 name	 of	 the	 dead	 heroes	 who	 have
bequeathed	 to	 us	 a	 tradition	 of	 heroism	 and	 self-sacrifice	 –	 we	 call	 upon	 the
Indian	people	to	rally	round	our	banner	and	strike	for	India’s	freedom.	We	call
upon	them	to	 launch	 the	final	struggle	against	 the	British	and	all	 their	allies	 in
India	and	to	prosecute	that	struggle	with	valour	and	perseverance	and	full	faith
in	 final	 victory	 –	 until	 the	 enemy	 is	 expelled	 from	 Indian	 soil	 and	 the	 Indian
people	are	once	again	a	Free	Nation.

SIGNED	ON	BEHALF	OF	THE	PROVISIONAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	AZAD
HIND.

Subhash	Chandra	Bose	: (Head	 of	 the	 State,	 Prime
Minister	 and	 Minister	 for	 War
and	Foreign	Affairs)

Captain	Mrs.	Lakshmi	: (Women’s	Organisation)

S.A.	Ayer	: (Publicity	and	Propaganda)

Lt.	Col.	A.C.	Chatterjee	: (Finance)

Lt.	Col.	Aziz	Ahmed,	Lt.
Col.	N.S.	Bhagat,
Lt.	Col.	J.K.	Bhonsle,
Lt.	Col.	Gulzara	Singh,
Lt.	Col.	M.Z.	Kiani,
Lt.	Col.	A.D.	Loganadhan,
Lt.	Col.	Ehsan	Qadir,
Lt.	Col.	Shah	Nawaz

A.M.	Sahay,	: Secretary	 (with	 Ministerial
rank)

Rash	Behari	Bose	: (Supreme	Advisor)

Karin	Ghano,
Debnath	Dass,
D.M.	Khan,
A.	Yellappa,
J.	Thivy,
Sardar	Ishar	Singh



A.N.	Sarkar	: (Legal	Adviser).

Syonan,	21st	October	1943.
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY

—9th	February,	1944

The	eyes	of	the	whole	world	are	focussed	on	the	Arakan	Front,	where	events
of	 far-reaching	 consequence	 are	 taking	 place	 today.	 The	 glorious	 and	 brilliant
actions	of	the	brave	units	of	Azad	Hind	Fauj	working	in	close	concert	with	the
forces	 of	 the	 Imperial	 Nippon	 Army,	 have	 helped	 to	 foil	 all	 attempts	 by	 the
Anglo-American	forces	to	start	a	counter-offensive	in	this	sector.

I	 am	sure	 that	 the	brave	deeds	of	our	comrades	on	 the	Arakan	Front	will	be	a
great	 inspiration	 to	all	officers	 and	men	of	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	wherever	 they
may	be	stationed	at	 the	present	moment.	Our	 long	awaited	march	 to	Delhi	has
begun,	 and	 with	 grim	 determination,	 we	 shall	 continue	 that	 march	 until	 the
tricolour	National	Flag	that	is	flying	over	the	Arakan	mountains	is	hoisted	over
the	Viceregal	 Lodge,	 and	 until	we	 hold	 our	 victory	 parade	 at	 the	 ancient	Red
Fortress	of	Delhi.

Comrades,	 officers	 and	 men	 of	 India’s	 Army	 of	 Liberation.	 Let	 there	 be	 one
solemn	resolve	in	your	hearts	–	‘Either	Liberty	or	Death.’	And	let	 there	be	but
one	slogan	on	your	 lips	–	 ‘Onward	 to	Delhi.’	The	 road	 to	Delhi	 is	 the	 road	 to
freedom.	That	is	the	road	along	which	we	must	march.	Victory	will	certainly	be
ours.

Inquilab	Zindabad:	Azad	Hind	Zindabad
Subhash	Chandra	Bose
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I.N.A.	PROCLAMATION	OF	ENTERING	INDIA

	

I.	 The	 Indian	 National	 Army,	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	 Provisional
Government	of	Azad	Hind,	has	now	massed	in	force	and	advanced	into	a
territory	of	Eastern	India	as	the	spearhead	for	the	creation	of	a	Free	India.

The	Indian	National	Army	with	 the	help	and	cooperation	of	 the	Imperial
Nipponese	 Army,	 has	 pushed	 into	 Eastern	 India	 with	 the	 object	 of
crushing	the	Anglo-American	forces	the	common	enemy	of	East	Asia:	of
making	 India	 really	 an	 India	 for	 Indians	 by	 liberating	 her	 from	 the
shackles	of	the	despotic	rule	under	which	she	has	been	groaning	for	ages;
of	bringing	complete	 freedom	and	peace	and	order	 to	 three	hundred	and
eighty	 million	 of	 our	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 in	 India;	 and	 also	 of	 driving
away	 the	Anglo-American	menace	 from	 the	borders	of	our	neighbours	–
the	Independent	Burmese.

BROTHERS	AND	SISTERS	IN	INDIA!

Be	engaged	in	your	daily	work	without	fear;	gather	wholeheartedly	under
your	 Tricolour	 Flag	 of	 Independence	 hoisted	 by	 the	 Provisional
Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind;	 brace	 yourself	 up	 for	 winning	 Complete
Independence	by	retaking	our	Motherland	from	the	hands	of	our	enemies,
the	Anglo-Americans.

The	 East	 Indian	 Territory	 into	 which	 the	 Indian	 National	 Army	 has
advanced	with	the	powerful	aid	of	the	Imperial	Nipponese	Army,	as	well
as	 the	 people	 thereof,	 have	 now	been	 liberated	 from	 the	 bondage	 of	 the
Anglo-Americans.	The	 territory	has	become	the	first	 free	Indian	 territory
on	the	Mainland	of	India	under	the	Provisional	Government	and	will	serve
as	the	base	for	liberating	our	Motherland.	The	Imperial	Nipponese	Army



will	 not	 establish	 a	 military	 administration	 but	 will	 cooperate	 with	 and
wholeheartedly	 help	 the	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 in
maintaining	perfect	peace	and	order.

II.	 If	 any	 person	 fails	 to	 understand	 the	 intentions	 of	 the	 Provisional
Government	of	Azad	Hind	and	the	Indian	National	Army,	or	of	our	Ally,
the	 Nippon	 Army,	 and	 dares	 to	 commit	 such	 acts	 as	 are	 itemised
hereunder	which	would	hamper	the	sacred	task	of	emancipating	India,	he
shall	 be	 executed	 or	 severely	 punished	 in	 accordance	with	 the	 Criminal
Law	of	the	Provisional	government	of	Azad	Hind	and	the	Indian	National
Army	 or	 with	 the	Martial	 Law	 of	 the	 Nippon	 Army,	 the	 application	 of
which	has	been	agreed	upon	between	the	 two	allied	Armies,	namely,	 the
Indian	National	Army	and	its	Ally,	the	Imperial	Nipponese	Army.

PUNISHABLE	ACTS

(1)	Rebellious	acts	against	 the	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind	or	 the
Indian	National	Army,	or	our	Ally,	the	Nipponese	Army.

(2)	Acts	of	spying.

(3)	 Acts	 of	 stealing	 and	 taking	 by	 force,	 damaging	 and	 destroying	 war
materials	which	 are	 in	 the	 possession	 of	 the	 Provisional	Government	 or
belong	to	our	Ally,	the	Nippon	Army.

(4)	Acts	of	damaging	or	destroying	of	valuable	material	resources	controlled
or	utilised	by	the	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind	or	by	the	Nippon
Army	under	previous	agreement	with	the	Provisional	Government.

(5)	 Acts	 of	 destroying	 various	 installations	 or	 equipments	 for	 traffic,
communication,	 transportation,	 broadcasting	etc.	which	 are	 controlled	 or
utilised	 by	 the	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 and	 the	 Indian
National	Army,	 or	 by	 the	Nippon	Army	 under	 previous	 agreement	with
the	Provisional	Government;	or	acts	of	interference	with	the	employment
and	utilisation	thereof.

(6)	Violent	acts	against,	intimidation	of,	killing	or	wounding	of,	or	doing	other
harmful	acts	to	those	who	belong	to	the	Provisional	Government	of	Azad



Hind	and	the	Indian	National	Army	or	our	Ally,	the	Nippon	Army.

(7)	Acts	of	spreading	enemy	propaganda	or	wild	and	false	rumours,	and	other
acts	of	disturbing	and	misleading	the	minds	of	the	inhabitants.

(8)	Acts	of	disturbing	the	money	circulation	and	economic	organisation	or	of
obstructing	the	production	and	free	interchange	of	commodities.

(9)	Any	 act	 other	 than	 those	 contained	 in	 the	 above	 items,	 that	 benefits	 the
enemy	 or	 is	 harmful	 to	 peace	 and	 order,	 and	 the	 well-being	 of	 the
provisional	Government	 of	Azad	Hind	 and	 the	 Indian	National	Army	or
our	Ally,	the	Nippon	Army.

(10)	 Acts	 of	 attempting,	 instigating	 and	 abetting	 those	 acts	 contained	 in	 the
above	items.

The	trial	and	punishment	of	such	criminals	will	entirely	be	at	the	discretion
of	the	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind	except	when	crimes	committed
are	 of	 such	 a	 nature	 of	 necessity,	 owing	 to	 war-time	 emergency,	 must	 be
dealt	 with	 by	 the	 Nippon	 Army	 as	 agreed	 upon	 between	 the	 two	 Allied
Armies.

III.	The	Nippon	Army	will	maintain	 strict	 discipline	 and	protect	 in	 the	 area
into	 which	 they	 have	 advanced	 the	 lives	 and	 properties	 of	 the	 Indian
masses	who	do	not	commit	any	hostile	act;	and	due	respect	will	be	paid	to
the	religions,	customs	and	manners	of	the	Indian	people.

It	 is	 guaranteed	 that	 any	 Nippon	 soldier	 that	 may	 violate	 these	 strict
injunctions	shall	be	severely	punished	in	accordance	with	the	Martial	Law
of	the	imperial	Nipponese	Army.

The	 Indian	National	Army	will	maintain	 strict	 discipline	 and	 protect,	 in
the	area	into	which	it	has	advanced,	the	lives	and	properties	of	the	Indian
Masses	who	do	not	commit	any	hostile	act;	and	due	respect	will	be	paid	to
the	religions,	customs	and	manners	of	our	countrymen.

It	 is	 guaranteed	 that	 any	 Indian	 soldier	 that	 may	 violate	 these	 strict
injunctions	shall	be	severely	punished	in	accordance	with	the	Martial	Law
of	the	Indian	National	Army.



THE	ABOVE	IS	SOLEMNLY	PROCLAIMED	IN	THE	MONTH	OF…	IN
THE	YEAR	1944	BY	THE	SUPREME	COMMANDER	OF	THE	INDIAN
NATIONAL	ARMY.
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SECOND	PROCLAMATION

4th	April,	1944

Under	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 which
was	 formed	on	 the	 21st	October	 1943,	 at	 Syonan	 (formerly	Singapore)	 by	 the
unanimous	will	 of	 the	 three	million	 Indians	 in	 East	 Asia,	 the	 Indian	National
Army	has	crossed	the	frontier	and	has	penetrated	deep	into	Indian	territory.

The	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind,	your	own	Government	has	only	one
mission	to	fulfil.	That	mission	is	to	expel	the	Anglo-American	armies	from	the
sacred	soil	of	India	by	armed	force	and	then	to	bring	about	the	establishment	of	a
permanent	National	Government	of	Azad	Hind,	 in	accordance	with	 the	will	of
the	Indian	people.

The	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 will	 continue	 the	 armed	 struggle
until	the	Anglo-American	forces	are	annihilated	or	expelled	from	India.

While	 prosecuting	 the	 armed	 struggle	 for	 the	 complete	 liberation	 of	 India,	 the
Provisional	 Government	 of	 Free	 India	 will	 push	 on	 with	 the	 work	 of
reconstruction	of	the	liberated	areas.

The	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind	is	the	only	lawful	Government	of	the
Indian	people.	The	Provisional	Government	calls	upon	the	Indian	people	in	the
liberated	 areas	 to	 render	 all	 assistance	 and	 cooperation	 to	 the	 Indian	National
Army	and	to	the	civilian	officials	appointed	by	the	Provisional	Government.

The	 Provisional	 Government	 guarantees	 the	 safety	 of	 life	 and	 property	 of	 the
Indian	 population	 in	 the	 liberated	 areas,	 but	will	 inflict	 severe	 punishment	 on
those	who	carry	on	any	activities,	overt	or	covert,	which	might	be	of	help	to	our
Anglo	 American	 enemies	 or	 their	 allies,	 or	 might	 disturb	 the	 work	 of
reconstruction	to	be	started	by	the	Provisional	Government.



The	 Provisional	Government	 calls	 upon	 the	 Indian	 people	 to	 cooperate	whole
heartedly	 with	 our	 Ally,	 the	 Nippon	 Army,	 who	 are	 giving	 unstinted	 and
unconditional	 assistance	 in	 defeating	 our	 enemies.	 In	 the	 last	 two	 years,	 the
British	 have	 been	 strongly	 reinforcing	 themselves	 with	 troops	 from	 America,
Australia,	 Chungking-China	 and	 East	 and	 West	 Africa.	 The	 Provisional
Government	has,	therefore,	felt	compelled	to	avail	itself	of	the	generous	offer	of
all-out	 aid	 made	 by	 Nippon,	 whose	 armed	 forces	 have	 scored	 unparalleled
victories	over	the	Anglo-Americans,	since	the	beginning	of	the	war	in	East	Asia.
The	 Provisional	 Government	 of	 Azad	 Hind	 is	 supremely	 confident	 that	 the
Indian	 National	 Army,	 with	 the	 aid	 of	 the	 invincible	 forces	 of	 our	 Ally,	 the
Nippon	 Army,	 will	 crush	 the	 Anglo-Americans	 and	 bring	 about	 the	 complete
liberation	of	India.

The	 Provisional	Government	 is	 fully	 convinced	 of	Nippon’s	 sincerity	 towards
India.	The	Provisional	Government	 is	convinced	 that	Nippon	has	no	 territorial,
political,	economic	or	military	ambitions	in	India.	The	provisional	Government
is	 convinced	 that	Nippon	 is	 interested	 only	 in	 destroying	 the	Anglo-American
forces	in	India	which	are	the	enemies	not	only	of	India,	but	of	Asia	as	well.	The
destruction	 of	 Anglo-American	 Imperialism	 alone	 will	 terminate	 this	 war	 and
bring	peace	to	the	world.

In	 accordance	 with	 its	 status	 as	 an	 independent	 Government,	 the	 Provisional
Government	of	Azad	Hind	is	arranging	to	issue	its	own	currency	in	Rupee-Notes
of	 different	 denominations.	 But	 owing	 to	 the	 rapid	 development	 of	 the	 war
situation,	culminating	in	our	quick	advance	into	India,	it	has	not	been	possible	to
bring	 into	 India,	 in	 time,	 the	 currency	 of	 the	 Provisional	 Government.	 The
circumstances	 have	 therefore,	 rendered	 it	 necessary	 for	 the	 Provisional
Government	 to	 borrow	 from	 the	 Nipponese	 Government	 the	 currency	 (viz.
military	 rupee	 notes)	 already	 in	 its	 possession	 and	 to	 use	 that	 currency	 as	 a
temporary	measure.	As	soon	as	 the	Provisional	Government’s	own	currency	 is
available,	 the	 currency	 borrowed	 from	 the	 Nipponese	 Government	 will	 be
gradually	withdrawn	from	circulation.

Brothers	and	sisters!	Now	that	our	enemies	are	being	driven	out	of	Indian	soil,
you	 are	 becoming	 once	 again	 what	 you	 were	 before	 –	 namely,	 free	 men	 and
women.	 Rally	 round	 your	 own	Government	 –	 the	 Provisional	 Government	 of
Azad	Hind	–	and	thereby	help	 in	preserving	and	safeguarding	your	newly-won
liberty.



SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Head	of	the	State	etc.	4th	April,	1944



	

6
SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	ON	THE	WITHDRAWAL	FROM	IMPHAL

COMRADES	OF	THE	AZAD	HIND	FAUJ,

In	the	middle	of	March	this	year,	advanced	units	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj,	fighting
shoulder	 to	 shoulder	 with	 their	 valiant	 allies,	 the	 Imperial	 Nippon	 Forces,
crossed	 the	 Indo-Burma	 border	 and	 the	 fight	 for	 India’s	 liberation	 thereupon
commenced	on	Indian	soil.

The	 British	 authorities,	 by	 ruthlessly	 exploiting	 India	 for	 over	 a	 century	 and
bringing	foreign	soldiers	to	fight	their	battles	for	them,	had	managed	to	put	up	a
mighty	force	against	us.	After	crossing	 the	Indo-Burma	border,	 inspired	by	the
righteousness	of	our	cause,	we	encountered	these	numerically	superior	and	better
equipped,	 but	 heterogeneous	 and	 disunited	 forces	 of	 the	 enemy	 and	 defeated
them	 in	 every	 battle.	 Our	 units,	 with	 their	 better	 training	 and	 discipline,	 and
unshakeable	 determination	 to	 do	 or	 die	 on	 the	 path	 of	 India’s	 freedom,	 soon
established	 their	 superiority	 over	 the	 enemy,	 whose	 morale	 deteriorated	 with
each	 defeat.	 Fighting	 under	 the	 most	 trying	 conditions,	 our	 officers	 and	 men
displayed	 such	 courage	 and	 heroism	 that	 they	 have	 earned	 the	 praise	 of
everybody.	 With	 their	 blood	 and	 sacrifice,	 these	 heroes	 have	 established
traditions	 which	 the	 future	 soldiers	 of	 free	 India	 will	 have	 to	 uphold.	 All
preparations	had	been	completed	and	the	stage	had	been	set	for	the	final	assault
on	Imphal	when	torrential	rains	overtook	us,	and	to	carry	Imphal	by	assault	was
rendered	a	tactical	impossibility.	Handicapped	by	the	elements,	we	were	forced
to	postpone	our	offensive.	After	the	postponement	of	the	offensive	it	was	found
disadvantageous	for	our	troops	to	continue	to	hold	the	line	that	we	then	had.	For
securing	 a	more	 favourable	 defensive	 position,	 it	 was	 considered	 advisable	 to
withdraw	 our	 troops.	 In	 accordance	 with	 this	 decision,	 our	 troops	 have
withdrawn	 to	 a	 more	 favourable	 defensive	 position.	We	 shall	 now	 utilise	 the
period	of	 lull	 in	 completing	our	preparations,	 so	 that	with	 the	 advent	of	better



weather,	we	may	 be	 in	 a	 position	 to	 resume	 our	 offensive.	Having	 beaten	 the
enemy	once	in	several	sectors	of	 the	front,	our	faith	 in	our	final	victory	and	in
the	 destruction	 of	 the	 Anglo-American	 forces	 of	 aggression	 has	 increased
tenfold.	As	soon	as	all	our	preparations	are	complete,	we	shall	launch	a	mighty
offensive	 against	 our	 enemies	once	 again.	With	 the	 superior	 fighting	qualities,
dauntless	 courage	 and	 unshakeable	 devotion	 to	 duty	 of	 our	 officers	 and	men,
victory	shall	surely	be	ours.

May	the	souls	of	those	heroes	who	have	fallen	in	this	campaign	inspire	us	to	still
nobler	 deeds	 of	 heroism	 and	 bravery	 in	 the	 next	 phase	 of	 India’s	 war	 of
Liberation.	Jai	Hind.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	Azad	Hind	Fauj

Burma,	14th	August,	1944.
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	–	NEW	YEAR’S	DAY	1945

COMRADES	OF	THE	AZAD	HIND	FAUJ,

On	this	auspicious	New	Year’s	Day,	I	want	you,	first	of	all,	to	look	back	on	your
achievement	and	on	your	progress	since	 the	 formation	of	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj.
There	 can	 be	 no	 doubt	 whatsoever	 that	 in	 spite	 of	 many	 difficulties	 and
drawbacks,	 your	 achievement	 and	 progress	 may	 have	 been	 truly	 remarkable.
This	 has	 been	 possible	 because	 of	 the	 passionate	 desire	 for	 freedom	 which
inspires	 the	 Indian	 people	 today,	 the	 many-sided	 assistance	 rendered	 by	 our
countrymen	in	East	Asia,	the	valuable	aid	offered	by	our	Allies,	and	–	above	all
–	the	hard	work	and	sacrifice	that	you	yourselves	have	put	in.

Before	 the	 end	 of	 1943,	 units	 of	 the	 Azad	 Hind	 Fauj	 began	 moving	 in	 the
direction	of	the	Indo-Burma	frontier.	On	the	4th	February,	1944,	India’s	War	of
Independence	 was	 launched	 in	 the	 Arakan	 region	 of	 Burma.	 On	 21st	 March
1944,	we	were	able	to	proclaim	to	the	whole	world	that	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	had
crossed	the	eastern	frontier	of	India	and	was	fighting	on	the	sacred	soil	of	India.
Since	then,	the	fight	has	been	going	on	and	in	the	course	of	that	campaign,	many
of	 our	 comrades,	 while	 fighting	 heroically,	 have	 laid	 down	 their	 lives	 on	 the
field	of	battle.

The	heroism	and	self-sacrifice	of	the	officers	and	men	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	in
India’s	War	of	 Independence	have	 already	become	 a	 priceless	 heritage	 for	 the
India	of	 tomorrow	–	while	 for	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	 itself,	 they	have	become	a
glorious	and	undying	tradition	which	will	serve	as	an	inspiration	for	all	time.

Comrades!	On	this	auspicious	day,	I	want	you	all	to	pay	a	silent	homage	to	our
immortal	 heroes	 and	 to	 renew	 your	 solemn	 pledge	 to	 continue	 to	 fight	 until
complete	victory	 is	achieved.	 India	 is	calling	you.	The	souls	of	your	comrades



are	urging	you	on	to	still	braver	deeds.	Therefore,	gird	up	your	loins	for	the	hard
battle	that	lies	ahead.	There	can	be	no	rest	and	no	pause	for	us,	until	our	tricolor
national	flag	is	hosted	over	India’s	metropolis.

Comrades!	 Our	 immortal	 heroes	 have	 paid	 for	 India’s	 liberty	 with	 their	 own
blood.	 We	 are	 proud	 of	 them.	 But	 we	 too	 must	 be	 ready	 for	 that	 supreme
sacrifice.	The	Azad	Hind	Fauj	can	justify	its	name	and	fulfil	its	task	–	only	if	it
is	ready	to	fight	and	die	to	the	last	man.	We	have	to	give	our	blood	and	take	the
blood	of	our	enemies.	Therefore,	let	your	slogan	–	your	battle-cry	–	for	the	year
1945	be…	‘Blood,	blood	and	blood.’

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

1st	January	1944
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY
(ON	THE	DESERTIONS)	—

13TH	MARCH,	1945

TO	ALL	OFFICERS	AND	MEN	OF	THE	AZAD	HIND	ARMY

COMRADES!

As	you	all	know,	the	positive	achievements	of	the	Officers	and	men	of	the	Azad
Hind	Fauj	last	year	on	the	field	of	battle,	and	the	victories	that	they	scored	over
the	 enemy	 through	 their	 patriotism,	 bravery	 and	 self-sacrifice	 were	marred	 to
some	extent	by	the	cowardice	and	treachery	of	a	few	officers	and	men.	We	were
hoping	 that	 with	 the	 advent	 of	 the	 New	 Year	 all	 traces	 of	 cowardice	 and
treachery	would	be	wiped	out;	and	that	in	this	year’s	operations	the	Azad	Hind
Fauj	would	be	able	to	put	up	an	unsullied	record	of	heroism	and	self	sacrifice.
But	 that	was	not	 to	be.	The	recent	 treachery	of	five	officers	of	 the	H.Q.	of	 the
2nd	Division	 has	 come	 as	 an	 eye-opener	 to	 us	 that	 all	 is	 not	 well	 within	 our
ranks,	and	that	the	seeds	of	cowardice	and	treachery	have	yet	to	be	wiped	out.	If
we	 now	 succeed	 in	 exterminating	 cowardice	 and	 treachery	 once	 for	 all,	 this
shameful	and	despicable	incident	may,	through	God’s	grace,	ultimately	prove	to
be	 a	 blessing	 in	 disguise.	 I	 am,	 therefore,	 determined	 to	 take	 all	 possible
measures	necessary	for	the	purification	of	our	Army.	I	am	confident	that	in	this	I
shall	 have	 your	 full	 and	 unstinted	 support.	 In	 order	 to	 destroy	 completely	 the
germs	 of	 cowardice	 and	 treachery,	 the	 following	 measures	 will	 have	 to	 be
adopted:

1.	 Every	member	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj,	Officer,	N.C.O.	or	Sepoy	will,	in	future,
be	entitled	to	arrest	any	other	member	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj,	no	matter	what
his	rank	may	be,	if	he	behaves	in	a	cowardly	manner	or	to	shoot	him	if	he	acts
in	a	treacherous	manner.



2.	 I	am	giving	an	opportunity	to	all	members	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	who	may	not
feel	inclined	to	work	dutifully	or	fight	courageously	in	future	to	leave	the	ranks
of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj.	This	offer	will	be	open	for	one	week	from	the	time	of
its	communication.

3.	 In	addition	to	giving	an	opportunity	to	unwilling	elements	to	leave	voluntarily
the	ranks	of	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj,	 I	want	 to	carry	out	a	 thorough	purge	of	our
Army.	During	the	course	of	this	purge,	all	those	will	be	removed	against	whom
there	is	suspicion	that	they	may	fail	us,	or	betray	us,	at	the	critical	moment.	In
order	to	carry	out	this	purge	successfully	I	want	your	fullest	cooperation	and	I
want	 you,	 therefore,	 to	 give	 me	 and	 my	 trusted	 officers	 all	 available
information	about	any	cowardly	or	treacherous	elements	that	may	still	exist	in
our	Army.

4.	 It	 will	 not	 be	 enough	 to	 carry	 out	 a	 thorough	 purge	 now.	 In	 future,	 also,
vigilance	will	have	to	continue.	It	will,	therefore,	be	the	duty	of	every	member
of	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj,	 in	 future,	 to	 keep	his	 eyes	 and	 ears	 open	 in	 order	 to
detect	in	good	time	any	tendency	towards	cowardice	or	treachery.	In	future,	if
any	member	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	detects	any	tendency	towards	cowardice	or
treachery,	he	should	report	at	once,	either	orally	or	in	writing,	either	to	me	or	to
the	officers	who	may	be	within	reach.	In	other	words,	from	now	onwards	and
for	all	time,	every	member	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	should	regard	himself	as	the
custodian	of	the	honour	and	reputation	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	and	of	the	Indian
Nation.

5.	 After	the	purge	has	been	carried	out	and	unwilling	elements	have	been	given	an
opportunity	of	leaving	our	Army,	if	there	is	any	case	of	cowardice	or	treachery,
the	punishment	will	be	death.

6.	 In	 order	 to	 create	 within	 our	 Army	 a	 moral	 bulwark	 against	 cowardice	 and
treachery,	we	have	to	create	an	intense	hatred	against	cowardice	and	treachery
in	any	form.	A	strong	feeling	has	to	be	created	in	the	mind	of	every	member	of
this	Army	that	 for	a	member	of	a	 revolutionary	army,	 there	 is	no	crime	more
heinous	and	despicable	than	to	be	a	coward	or	a	traitor.	Instructions	are	being
issued	 separately	 as	 to	 how	 we	 can	 create	 such	 an	 intense	 hatred	 against
cowardice	 and	 treachery	 so	 that	 there	 will	 be	 no	 more	 cowards	 or	 traitors
within	our	ranks.



7.	 After	the	purge	has	been	carried	out,	every	member	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	will
be	 required	 to	 renew	 his	 oath	 to	 fight	 on	 bravely	 and	 courageously	 until	 the
emancipation	 of	 our	 dear	Motherland	 is	 achieved.	 Instructions	 regarding	 the
form	and	manner	of	this	oath	will	be	issued	separately.

8.	 Special	 rewards	 will	 be	 given	 to	 those	 who	 give	 information	 regarding
cowardly	and	treacherous	elements	or	who	arrest	or	shoot	at	the	front	cowardly
and	treacherous	elements.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	Azad	Hind	Fauj

Burma,	13th	March,	1945.
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	(ON	THE	TRAITORS)	—

13TH	MARCH,	1945

COMRADES,

In	 order	 to	 express	 our	 indignation,	 disgust	 and	 hatred,	 against	 cowardice	 and
treachery,	 a	 special	 observance	will	 be	 held	 in	 every	 camp	 of	 the	Azad	Hind
Fauj	on	a	day	to	be	previously	fixed	for	the	purpose.	All	officers	and	other	ranks
must	 take	part	 in	 the	observance.	With	 regard	 to	 the	details	of	 the	observance,
each	camp	will	be	free	to	draw	up	its	own	programme	with	a	view	to	making	the
observance	a	complete	success.	Directions	in	broad	outlines	are,	however,	being
given	herewith:

(a)	Poems	or	articles	may	be	written	and	read,	expressing	hatred	and	disgust
against	cowardice	and	treachery.

(b)	Dramas	may	be	 improvised	 and	 acted	 for	 expressing	 abhorrence	 against
cowardice	and	treachery.

(c)	Effigies	of	the	traitors	(Riaz,	Madan,	Sarwar,	Dey,	Mohammad	Baksh	and
others)	in	cardboard	or	straw	or	clay	or	any	other	suitable	material,	either
in	human	or	in	animal	form,	should	be	prepared	and	every	member	of	the
camp	should	give	full	vent	to	his	disgust	and	hatred	against	the	traitors.

(d)	Lectures	should	be	delivered	praising	Indian	heroes	of	the	past	and	lauding
the	brave	deeds	of	the	members	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	in	the	course	of	the
present	War	of	Liberation.

(e)	The	day’s	observance	should	end	with	the	singing	of	the	National	Anthem
and	collective	shouting	of	slogans.

Special	reward	will	be	given	to	the	camp	that	can	put	up	the	best	show.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE



SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	Azad	Hind	Fauj

Burma,	13th	March,	1945.
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	ON	LEAVING	BURMA	—

24th	APRIL,	1945

BRAVE	OFFICERS	AND	MEN	OF	THE	AZAD	HIND	FAUJ:

It	 is	with	a	very	heavy	heart	 that	 I	am	leaving	Burma	–	 the	scene	of	 the	many
heroic	battles	that	you	have	fought	since	February	1944	and	are	still	fighting.	In
Imphal	and	Burma,	we	have	suffered	a	reverse	in	the	first	round	in	our	Fight	for
Independence.	But	it	is	only	the	first	round.	We	have	many	more	rounds	to	fight.
I	am	a	born	optimist	and	I	shall	not	admit	defeat	under	any	circumstances.	Your
brave	deeds	in	the	battle	against	the	enemy	on	the	plains	of	Imphal,	the	hills	and
jungles	of	Arakan	and	the	oil	field	area	and	other	localities	in	Burma	will	live	in
the	history	of	our	struggle	for	Independence	for	all	time.

Comrades:	At	this	critical	hour,	I	have	only	one	word	of	command	to	give	you,
and	that	is	that	if	you	have	to	go	down	temporarily,	then	go	down	fighting	with
the	National	 Tricolour	 held	 aloft;	 go	 down	 as	 heroes;	 go	 down	 upholding	 the
highest	 code	 of	 honour	 and	 discipline.	 The	 future	 generations	 of	 Indians	who
will	be	born,	not	as	 slaves	but	as	 free	men,	because	of	your	colossal	 sacrifice,
will	bless	your	names	and	proudly	proclaim	to	the	world	that	you,	their	forbears,
fought	 and	 suffered	 reverses	 in	 the	 battle	 in	Manipur,	Assam	 and	Burma,	 but
through	temporary	failure	you	paved	the	way	to	ultimate	success	and	glory.

My	 unshakeable	 faith	 in	 India’s	 liberation	 remains	 unaltered.	 I	 am	 leaving	 in
your	 safe	 hands	 our	 National	 Tricolour,	 our	 national	 honour,	 and	 the	 best
traditions	of	Indian	Warriors.	I	have	no	doubt	whatsoever	that	you,	the	vanguard
of	 India’s	 Army	 of	 Liberation,	 will	 sacrifice	 everything,	 even	 life	 itself,	 to
uphold	 India’s	National	Honour,	 so	 that	 your	 comrades	who	will	 continue	 the
fight	elsewhere	may	have	before	them	your	shining	example	to	inspire	them	at
all	times.



If	I	had	my	own	way,	I	would	have	preferred	to	stay	with	you	in	adversity	and
share	 with	 you	 the	 sorrow	 of	 temporary	 defeat.	 But	 on	 the	 advice	 of	 my
Ministers	and	high	ranking	officers,	I	have	to	leave	Burma	in	order	to	continue
the	struggle	for	emancipation.	Knowing	my	countrymen	in	East	Asia	and	inside
India,	I	can	assure	you	that	they	will	continue	the	fight	under	all	circumstances
and	 that	 all	 your	 suffering	 and	 sacrifices	 will	 not	 be	 in	 vain.	 So	 far	 as	 I	 am
concerned,	I	shall	steadfastly	adhere	to	the	pledge	that	I	took	on	the	21st	October
1943,	 to	do	 all	 in	my	power	 to	 serve	 the	 interests	 of	 thirty-eight	 crores	of	my
countrymen	 and	 fight	 for	 their	 liberation.	 I	 appeal	 to	 you,	 in	 conclusion,	 to
cherish	the	same	optimism	as	myself	and	to	believe	like	myself,	that	the	darkest
hour	always	precedes	the	dawn.	India	shall	be	free	–	and	before	long

May	God	Bless	you!

Inquilab	Zindabad,	Azad	Hind	Zindabad
JAI	HIND.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	Azad	Hind	Fauj

Dated:	24th	April,	1945.
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SPECIAL	MESSAGE	ON	LEAVING	BURMA	–	24TH	MARCH,	1945

TO	MY	INDIAN	AND	BURMESE	FRIENDS	IN	BURMA

Brothers	and	Sisters!	I	am	leaving	Burma	with	a	very	heavy	heart.	We	have	lost
the	 first	 round	 of	 our	 fight	 for	 Independence.	 But	 we	 have	 lost	 only	 the	 first
round.	 There	 are	 many	 more	 rounds	 to	 fight.	 In	 spite	 of	 our	 losing	 the	 first
round,	I	see	no	reason	for	losing	heart.

You,	my	countrymen	 in	Burma,	have	done	your	duty	 to	your	Motherland	 in	 a
way	that	evoked	the	admiration	of	the	world.	Yo	u	have	given	liberally	of	your
men,	money	and	materials.	Yo	u	set	the	first	example	of	T	o	t	a	l	Mobilisation.
But	 the	odds	 against	us	were	overwhelming,	 and	we	have	 temporarily	 lost	 the
battle	in	Burma.

The	spirit	of	 selfless	 sacrifice	 that	you	have	shown,	particularly	since	 I	 shifted
my	 headquarters	 to	Burma,	 is	 something	 that	 I	 shall	 never	 forget	 as	 long	 as	 I
live.

I	 have	 the	 fullest	 confidence	 that	 spirit	 can	 never	 be	 crushed.	 For	 the	 sake	 of
India’s	Freedom,	I	beseech	you	to	keep	up	that	spirit,	I	beseech	you	to	hold	your
heads	 erect,	 and	wait	 for	 that	Blessed	Day	when	once	 again	 you	will	 have	 an
opportunity	of	waging	the	War	for	India’s	Independence.

When	 the	 History	 of	 India’s	 Last	War	 of	 Independence	 comes	 to	 be	 written,
Indians	in	Burma	will	have	an	honoured	place	in	that	History.

I	do	not	leave	Burma	of	my	own	freewill.	I	would	have	preferred	to	stay	on	here
and	share	with	you	the	sorrow	of	temporary	defeat.	But	on	the	pressing	advice	of
my	 Ministers	 and	 high-ranking	 Officers,	 I	 have	 to	 leave	 Burma	 in	 order	 to
continue	 the	 struggle	 for	 India’s	 liberation.	 Being	 a	 born	 optimist,	 my



unshakeable	faith	in	India’s	early	emancipation	remains	unimpaired	and	I	appeal
to	you	to	cherish	the	same	optimism.

I	have	always	said	that	the	darkest	hour	precedes	the	dawn.	We	are	now	passing
through	the	darkest	hour:	therefore,	the	dawn	is	not	far	off.

INDIA	SHALL	BE	FREE

I	cannot	conclude	this	message	without	publicly	acknowledging	once	again	my
heartfelt	gratitude	to	the	Government	and	people	of	Burma	for	all	the	help	that	I
have	 received	 at	 their	 hands	 in	 carrying	 on	 this	 struggle.	 The	 day	 will	 come
when	Free	India	will	repay	that	debt	of	gratitude	in	a	generous	manner.

INQUILAB	ZINDABAD
AZAD	HIND	ZINDABAD
JAI	HIND

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE
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STATEMENT	ON	THE	TREATMENT	OF	I.N.A.	PRISONERS	—

30th	MAY,	1945.

Information	that	has	reached	us	from	reliable	sources	in	Burma	go	to	show
that	vindictive	and	brutal	treatment	is	being	meted	out	to	officers	and	men	of	the
Azad	Hind	Fauj	(Indian	National	Army)	who	have	been	captured	by	the	Anglo-
Americans	in	Burma.	As	the	whole	world	knows,	the	Anglo-Americans	–	and	in
particular	 the	British	–	have	always	been	 in	 the	habit	of	condemning	Germany
and	Japan	for	their	supposed	ill-treatment	of	Anglo-American	prisoners	of	war.
But	 I	would	 now	 like	 to	 ask	what	 the	Anglo-Americans	 are	 themselves	 doing
with	the	members	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	who	happened	to	fall	into	their	hands
in	Burma.	Though	the	Allied	Forces	in	Burma	belong	to	several	nationalities,	the
responsibility	 as	 regards	 the	 ill-treatment	 of	 the	 officers	 and	men	 of	 the	Azad
Hind	Fauj	 devolves	 solely	 on	 the	 British	 Authorities.	 The	 British	 Authorities
cannot	even	 invent	 the	excuse	 that	we	 ill-treated	 their	 troops	who	 fell	 into	our
hands.	 The	 only	 Allied	 Troops	 who	 fell	 into	 our	 hands	 were	 those	 who
voluntarily	 came	 and	 joined	 the	 Azad	 Hind	 Fauj	 .	 And	 even	 Delhi	 Radio
admitted	some	days	ago	that	all	those	who	joined	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	received
good	treatment.

It	 may	 be	 that	 the	 British	 Authorities	 think	 that	 we	 are	 not	 in	 a	 position	 to
retaliate,	 and	 that	 they	 can,	 therefore	 do	 what	 they	 like	 with	 our	 officers	 and
men.	But	I	would	like	to	warn	the	British	Authorities	that	this	is	not	the	case.	If
we	 are	 forced	 to	 do	 so	 we	 can	 find	 ways	 and	 means	 for	 adopting	 retaliatory
measures	in	case	they	continue	to	ill-treat	and	persecute	the	officers	and	men	of
the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	.	But	before	we	are	forced	to	think	of	retaliatory	measures,
there	is	one	remedy	open	to	us,	which	is	not	only	efficacious	but	also	easy.	If	our
countrymen	 at	 home	 take	 up	 this	 matter	 and	 carry	 on	 a	 raging	 and	 tearing
campaign	 inside	India,	 I	am	absolutely	sure	 that	 the	British	Authorities	will	be
brought	 to	 their	 senses	 and	will	 see	 the	 error	 of	 their	ways.	 Public	 opinion	 in



India	may	not	be	strong	enough	to	force	the	British	to	concede	independence	to
India,	but	it	is	certainly	strong	enough	to	stop	the	ill-treatment	and	persecution	of
members	of	the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	who	have	become	prisoners	of	war	at	the	hands
of	 the	 British.	 Members	 of	 the	 Azad	 Hind	 Fauj	 are	 honest	 patriots	 and
revolutionaries	 fighting	 for	 the	 freedom	 of	 their	Motherland.	 They,	 no	 doubt,
fought	 bravely	 and	 stubbornly	 against	 the	 British,	 but	 they	 fought	 with	 clean
hands	 and	 with	 a	 clear	 conscience.	 They	 are,	 therefore,	 entitled	 to	 decent
treatment	 during	 captivity,	 in	 accordance	 with	 international	 usage	 and
convention.	Consequently,	 I	 appeal	 to	my	 countrymen	 at	 home	 to	 take	 up	 the
cause	of	their	own	prisoners	of	war,	who	fought	for	India’s	liberation	and	who
are	now	receiving	brutal	and	vindictive	 treatment	at	 the	hands	of	 the	British.	 I
appeal	 to	 them	 also	 to	 compel	 the	 British	 Authorities	 to	 divulge	 correct
information	about	the	fate	of	these	prisoners	of	war,	so	that	the	world	may	judge
how	 far	 the	 British	 themselves	 observe	 the	 rules	 and	 canons	 of	 international
warfare,	to	which	they	pay	so	much	lip-homage.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Bangkok,	30th	May,	1945.
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SPECIAL	ORDER	OF	THE	DAY	ON	THE	RUMOUR	OF	SURRENDER	—

14th	AUGUST,	1945

COMRADES,

All	sorts	of	wild	rumours	are	now	afloat	in	Syonan	and	other	places,	one	of	them
being	that	hostilities	have	ceased.	Most	of	these	rumour	are	either	false	or	highly
exaggerated.	Till	 this	moment	fighting	is	going	on	on	all	fronts,	and	I	say	this,
not	only	on	the	basis	of	reports	from	friendly	sources,	but	also	of	reports	given
out	by	the	enemy	radio.	If	there	is	any	change	in	the	war	situation,	I	shall	be	the
first	 to	 inform	 you.	 Therefore	 I	want	 all	 of	 you	 to	 remain	 perfectly	 calm	 and
unperturbed	and	carry	on	your	duties	in	a	normal	way.	Above	all,	do	not	allow
yourselves	to	be	influenced	in	any	manner	by	wild	bazaar	rumours.	We	have	to
face	any	situation	that	may	arise,	like	brave	soldiers	fighting	for	the	freedom	of
their	Motherland.
Jai	Hind

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE

Supreme	Commander,	Azad	Hind	Fauj

Syonan,	14th	August	1945.	1500	hours
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SPECIAL	ORDER	ON	THE	JAPANESE	SURRENDER	—

15th	AUGUST,	1945

COMRADES,

In	 our	 struggle	 for	 the	 independence	 of	 our	 Motherland,	 we	 have	 now	 been
overwhelmed	 by	 an	 undreamt-of	 crisis.	 Yo	 u	may	 perhaps	 feel	 that	 you	 have
failed	 in	 your	mission	 to	 liberate	 India.	But	 let	me	 tell	 you	 that	 this	 failure	 is
only	of	 a	 temporary	nature.	No	 set-back	and	no	defeat	 can	undo	your	positive
achievements	of	 the	past.	Many	of	you	have	participated	 in	 the	fight	along	 the
Indo-Burma	frontier	and	also	 inside	India	and	have	gone	 through	hardship	and
suffering	of	every	sort.	Many	of	your	comrades	have	laid	down	their	lives	on	the
battle-field	and	have	become	 the	 immortal	heroes	of	Azad	Hind.	This	glorious
sacrifice	can	never	go	in	vain.

Comrades,	 in	 this	 dark	 hour	 I	 call	 upon	 you	 to	 conduct	 yourselves	 with	 the
discipline,	dignity	and	strength	befitting	a	truly	Revolutionary	Army.	Yo	u	have
already	given	proofs	of	your	valour	and	self-sacrifice	on	the	field	of	battle.	It	is
now	 your	 duty	 to	 demonstrate	 your	 undying	 optimism	 and	 unshakeable	 will-
power	 in	 the	 hour	 of	 temporary	 defeat.	 Knowing	 you	 as	 I	 do,	 I	 have	 not	 the
slightest	doubt	that	even	in	this	dire	adversity	you	will	hold	your	heads	erect	and
face	the	future	with	unending	hope	and	confidence.

Comrades,	I	feel	that	in	this	critical	hour	thirty-eight	crores	of	our	countrymen	at
home	are	looking	at	us,	the	Members	of	India’s	Army	of	Liberation.	Therefore,
remain	 true	 to	 India	 and	 do	 not	 for	 a	 moment	 waver	 in	 your	 faith	 in	 India’s
destiny.	 The	 roads	 to	 Delhi	 are	 many	 and	 Delhi	 still	 remains	 our	 goal.	 The
sacrifices	 of	 your	 immortal	 comrades	 and	 of	 yourselves	will	 certainly	 achieve
their	fulfillment.	There	is	no	power	on	earth	that	can	keep	India	enslaved.	India
shall	be	free	and	before	long.



Jai	Hind.

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE
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SPECIAL	MESSAGE	TO	INDIANS	IN	EAST	ASIA

—	15th	AUGUST,	1945

SISTERS	AND	BROTHERS,

A	glorious	chapter	in	the	History	of	India’s	struggle	for	Freedom	has	just	come
to	a	close	and,	in	that	chapter,	the	sons	and	daughters	of	India	in	East	Asia	will
have	an	undying	place.

You	set	a	shining	example	of	patriotism	and	self-sacrifice	by	pouring	out	men,
money	 and	materials	 into	 the	 struggle	 for	 India’s	 independence.	 I	 shall	 never
forget	the	spontaneity	and	enthusiasm	with	which	you	responded	to	my	call	for
‘Total	Mobilisation’.	You	sent	an	unending	stream	of	your	sons	and	daughters	to
the	 camps	 to	 be	 trained	 as	 soldiers	 of	 the	Azad	Hind	Fauj	 and	of	 the	Rani	 of
Jhansi	Regiment.	Money	and	materials,	you	poured	lavishly	into	the	War	Chest
of	the	Provisional	Government	of	Azad	Hind.	In	short,	you	did	your	duty	as	true
sons	and	daughters	of	India.	I	regret	more	than	you	do,	that	your	sufferings	and
sacrifices	 have	 not	 borne	 immediate	 fruit.	 But	 they	 have	 not	 gone	 in	 vain,
because	they	have	ensured	the	emancipation	of	our	Motherland	and	will	serve	as
an	 undying	 inspiration	 to	 Indians	 all	 over	 the	world.	 Posterity	will	 bless	 your
name,	 and	 will	 talk	 with	 pride	 about	 your	 offerings	 at	 the	 altar	 of	 India’s
Freedom	and	about	your	positive	achievement	as	well.

In	this	unprecedented	crisis	in	our	history,	I	have	only	one	word	to	say.	Do	not
be	depressed	at	our	temporary	failure.	Be	of	good	cheer	and	keep	up	your	spirits.
Above	all,	never	for	a	moment	falter	in	your	faith	in	India’s	destiny.	There	is	no
power	on	earth	that	can	keep	India	enslaved.	India	shall	be	free	and	before	long.

Jai	Hind

SUBHASH	CHANDRA	BOSE
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YAMAMOTO	FORCE	AND	THE	1ST	I.N.A.
DIVISION

Imphal	was	to	have	fallen,	according	to	the	Japanese	plan,	by	April	10,	1944.
On	 that	 assumption	 it	 was	 already	 too	 late,	 when	 the	 2nd	 and	 3rd	 Guerrilla
Regiments	of	I.N.A.	reached	Rangoon	in	March,	for	them	to	have	any	part	in	the
battle.	But	Bose	had	persuaded	General	Kawabe	to	let	them	at	least	enter	Imphal
on	the	heels	of	 the	Japanese	and	the	2nd	Guerrilla	Regiment,	 together	with	the
headquarters	of	the	1st	I.N.A.	Division,	began	their	move	to	Kalemyo	on	March
25th.	Three	days	 later	 the	Divisional	Commander,	Colonel	Mohammad	Zaman
Kiani,	reached	Maymyo,	where	Mutaguchi	at	the	peak	of	his	optimism	told	him
to	 join	 Yamamoto	 Force	 (part	 of	 the	 Japanese	 33rd	 Division)	 at	 T	 a	 m	 u
immediately	 if	 he	 wished	 to	 be	 present	 at	 the	 fall	 of	 Imphal.	 Eagerly	 Kiani
hastened	 a	 battalion	of	 his	 2nd	Regiment	 forward	 from	Mandalay	 and	himself
followed	 with	 the	 Regimental	 Commander,	 his	 kinsman	 Lieutenant-Colonel
Inayat	Jan	Kiani,	close	behind.

The	Kianis	met	General	Yamamoto	in	the	mountain	village	of	Chamol	on	April
17th.	 All	 confirmed	 that	 Imphal	 would	 certainly	 fall	 any	 day,	 but	 Yamamoto
could	still	use	the	I.N.A.	force	now	allotted	to	him	and	directed	the	2nd	Guerrilla
Regiment	 to	 cover	 the	 left	 flank	 of	 his	 advance	 to	 Palel,	 blocking	 the	Mombi
track	along	the	great	ridge	of	mountains	running	S.S.W.	from	Chamol.	So	great
was	the	haste	and	so	urgent	the	anticipation	of	victory,	that	the	regiment	left	all
its	heavy	baggage,	its	mortals	and	heavy	machine-guns	at	Kalewa	and	travelled
with	only	a	blanket,	a	rifle	and	fifty	rounds	of	ammunition	per	man.	Regimental
Headquarters	was	established	on	April	28th	at	the	village	of	Khanjol,	on	a	high
spur	 to	 the	 south	 of	 the	 vast	 hump	 of	 jungle	 over	 which	 the	 Japanese	 were
fighting	their	way	onwards	from	Chamol.	Almost	immediately	there	came	orders
for	 the	 regiment	 to	 take	 part	 in	 an	 attack	 on	 the	 Palel	 airfield.	 The	 Japanese
planned	 a	 thrust	 from	 the	 east	 on	 1st	May.	The	 I.N.A.	was	 to	 attack	 from	 the



south	at	the	same	time	with	one	battalion.

This	 was	 no	 easy	 task:	 all	 battalions	 contained	 a	 high	 proportion	 of	 civilian
recruits	and	there	were	already	many	sick.	In	spite	of	Japanese	confidence,	 the
I.N.A.	Commander	realised	that	the	British,	who	had	already	been	dependent	on
air	supply	since	18th	April,	would	fight	for	the	airfield.	For	such	a	battle	the	best
he	 could	 do	was	 to	 form	 a	 task	 force	 of	 three	 hundred	 odd	 soldiers	 from	 the
whole	 regiment	 and	 place	 it	 under	 the	 command	 of	 Major	 Pritam	 Singh,	 a
divisional	staff	officer	who	had	volunteered	to	lead	it.	There	was	now	no	time	to
send	back	for	equipment:	although	rations	were	not	yet	arriving	regularly	and	the
men	had	not	been	properly	fed	for	 three	days.	Pritam	singh	led	his	force	down
the	 precipitous	 jungle	 track	 from	Khanjol	 on	 the	 night	 of	April	 30th,	 into	 the
deep,	 dense	 valley	which	 led	westwards	 and	 then	 northwards	 to	 Palel.	On	 the
map	the	distance	does	not	appear	more	than	about	twelve	miles,	but	it	took	two
exhausting	night	marches	to	bring	the	soldiers	to	Purum	Chumpang,	the	village
which	had	been	selected	at	the	base.	By	now	the	day	of	the	Japanese	attack	was
past,	but	Pritam	Singh	prepared	his	own,	nevertheless,	for	the	night	of	May	2nd.

The	 rank	 and	 file	 were	 still	 full	 of	 confidence,	 obsessed	 with	 the	 strong
assurances	they	had	heard	that	when	at	last	they	came	face	to	face	with	British-
Indian	troops,	neither	British	nor	Indians	would	fire	on	them.	At	about	half	past
ten	that	night,	the	leading	company,	proceeding	up	a	ridge	in	extended	order,	ran
into	 a	 Gurkha	 platoon	 position	 about	 five	 miles	 from	 their	 objective.	 The
Gurkhas,	No.	11	Platoon	of	“B”	Company	of	the	4/10	Gurkhas,	saw	them	in	the
moonlight	and	heard	them	as	they	came	on,	talking,	with	cigarettes	lit	and	with
no	noticeable	discipline.	They	waited	for	 them	to	 reach	a	suitable	position	and
then	opened	fire.

The	I.N.A.	panicked	and	scattered,	but	after	a	time	Pritam	Singh	rallied	some	of
his	men	and	approached	once	again	with	more	caution.	There	ensued	a	parley	in
which	the	I.N.A.	leader	tried	to	induce	the	Gurkhas	not	to	fire.	This	failing,	the
post	was	charged	in	style	with	shouts	of	‘Chalo	Delhi’.	Pritam	Singh	and	another
officer	who	had	shown	great	bravery	were	expelled	from	the	post	after	wounding
the	 Gurkha	 Bren-gunner.	 There	 followed	 seven	 attacks,	 each	 of	 which	 was
broken	 up,	 before	 the	 I.N.A.	 finally	 retired.	 Tw	 o	 I.N.A.	 officers	 and	 many
soldiers	were	 killed;	 about	 thirty-five	more	 surrendered	 or	were	 captured.	The
Gurkhas	lost	two	killed.



Pritam	 Singh	 withdrew	 to	 Purum	 Chumpang	 and	 sent	 out	 a	 Bahadur	 Group
patrol	to	reconnoiter	for	a	new	attack,	at	the	same	time	calling	on	his	regimental
commander,	who	was	leading	a	follow-up	force,	for	prompt	assistance.	But	the
message	had	hardly	reached	Kiani	in	his	position	a	few	miles	to	the	rear	when	he
himself	was	attacked	by	a	company	of	 the	Frontier	Force	Rifles.	This	 infantry
attack	was	not	pressed,	but	it	was	followed	by	an	air	strike,	in	which	the	I.N.A.
lost	 fifty	 killed	 and	 about	 the	 same	 number	 wounded,	 and	 an	 artillery
concentration	 which	 severely	 shook	 the	 morale	 of	 the	 rest.	 Kiani	 ordered	 a
general	 withdrawal	 to	 Khanjol	 and	 the	 two	 forces	 reached	 their	 base,	 greatly
depleted,	on	4th	May.	Pritam	Singh’s	Bahadur	Group	patrol	had	surrendered.

The	failure	at	Palel	and	the	subsequent	casualties	to	Kiani’s	force	were	perhaps
the	most	significant	events	in	I.N.A.	history	since	the	arrival	of	S.C.	Bose	in	the
Far	 East.	 Bose	 had	 hoped,	 and	 his	 hope	 had	 become	 an	 axiom	 of	 I.N.A.
propaganda,	 that	 when	 a	 formed	 body	 of	 the	 I.N.A.	 confronted	 British-Indian
troops	 in	 the	 field,	 propaganda	 and	not	 fire-power	would	decide	 the	 day.	This
belief	had	been	confirmed	by	Misra’s	easy	subversion	of	an	outlying	picquet	in
the	 Arkan	 battle,	 and	 Misra	 himself	 had	 told	 the	 newly	 arrived	 regiments	 at
Rangoon	in	March	that	 the	Indian	Army	was	demoralised	and	would	not	stand
up	to	I.N.A.	determination.	Now	this	cherished	illusion	was	shattered;	that	they
were	 regarded	 by	 their	 former	 comrades	 of	 the	 Indian	 Army	 as	 traitors	 was
suddenly	plain	 to	all.	Commanders	and	soldiers	were	alike	confused,	 resentful,
disheartened.	 Apart	 from	 a	 few	 enthusiasts	 it	 had	 not	 been	 easy	 for	 them	 to
march	against	 their	 late	comrades	–	often	also	 their	kinsmen	–	and	 it	had	only
been	possible	at	all	because	so	many	believed	that	the	battle	would	be	no	more
than	a	 token.	The	walls	of	 Jericho	were	 to	have	 fallen	 to	a	 shout:	 they	proved
well	 armed,	 relentlessly	 defended,	 and	 the	 wishful	 conquerors,	 marching
carelessly	round	them,	had	paid	the	penalty.

Lieutenant-Colonel	 I.J.	 Kiani,	 though	 deeply	 cast	 down	 by	 this,	 attributed	 the
defeat	chiefly	to	the	Japanese	failure	to	supply	and	support	him,	although	it	can
hardly	have	been	a	matter	of	surprise	that	on	May	2nd	his	men	had	seen	nothing
of	a	Japanese	attack	scheduled	for	1st	May.	In	fact	the	Japanese,	who	had	relied
on	 capturing	British-Indian	 supply	 dumps	 by	mid-April,	were	 themselves	 now
very	 short	 of	 ammunition	 and	 supplies,	 and	 the	Hikari	Kikan	 Liaison	 officers
responsible	for	supplying	the	I.N.A.	could	not	obtain	what	was	required,	even	if
they	 were	 prepared	 to	 see	 the	 I.N.A.	 supplied	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 the	 Japanese



themselves.	The	I.N.A.	Divisional	Commander	at	Chamol	had	little	influence	in
the	 matter,	 nor	 were	 local	 supplies	 available	 in	 any	 quantity.	 The	 I.N.A.
continued,	 therefore,	 to	 suffer,	 and	 only	Chatterji,	with	 his	 swift	 realisation	 of
disaster	 impending	 from	 this	 cause	 and	 his	 energetic	 use	 of	 Bose’s	 funds,
enabled	it	to	remain	in	the	field	after	the	beginning	of	June.

When	 the	 attempt	 on	 the	Palel	 airfield	was	made,	 the	 offensive	 of	Yamamoto
Force	was	 already	past	 its	 peak.	The	British-Indian	23rd	Division	was	 already
beginning	to	re-establish	itself	in	the	mountains	S.E.	of	Palel,	and	on	about	May
7th	 it	 forced	 the	I.N.A.	 to	withdraw	from	Khanjol.	The	village	was	reoccupied
next	day,	and	the	2nd	I.N.A.	Regiment	held	firm	there	and	at	Mittong	Khunue	on
the	next	spur	of	mountain	towards	Chamol,	throughout	May,	in	spite	of	frequent
attacks	 and	 temporary	 withdrawals	 from	 the	 two	 villages.	 Sickness	 and	 battle
casualties	 were	 meanwhile	 wearing	 the	 regiment	 down	 and	 morale	 began	 to
drop.	 When	 Kiani	 visited	 Chamol	 on	 May	 26th	 to	 argue	 once	 more	 about
supplies,	he	had	to	report	that	twenty-five	of	his	men	had	self-inflicted	wounds.
The	greater	part	of	the	regiment	had	now	to	be	employed	on	the	transporting	of
rations;	only	 three	companies	could	be	 left	 to	hold	 the	mountain	 ridge	and	 the
Mombi	track.

Throughout	June	the	rains	restricted	the	activity	of	both	sides	of	patrolling	and
the	 2nd	 Guerrilla	 Regiment	 had	 no	 more	 pitched	 battles.	 But	 the	 effects	 of
climate	 and	 hunger,	 and	 of	malaria,	 against	which	 the	 I.N.A.	 had	 none	 of	 the
protection	 which	 so	 signally	 benefited	 the	 Indian	 Army	 in	 1944,	 reduced	 the
Regiment	by	 June	15th	 to	 less	 than	 a	 thousand	men.	The	 force	on	 the	Mombi
track	was	 reduced	 to	 two	companies	and	 then	 to	one.	By	early	 July	desertions
were	also	taking	their	toll.	The	Second-in-Command	of	the	Regiment,	who	had
been	 in	 hospital	 at	 Chamol,	 deserted	 almost	 immediately	 on	 his	 return	 to	 the
front.	 Before	 long	 ‘Safe-Conduct	 Passes’	 and	 leaflets	 signed	 by	 him,	 urging
members	of	the	I.N.A.	to	return	without	fear	to	the	Indian	Army	as	he	had	done,
were	scattered	by	aircraft	over	I.N.A.	areas.	Another	officer	who	deserted	said	of
I.N.A.	morale	at	this	time:

The	feeling	that	they	will	be	shot	if	caught	is	so	strong	that	it	produces	a
state	of	hopelessness,	 i.e.	 a	 loathing	 for	 the	Japanese,	a	desire	 to	 return
home,	 and	 a	 fear	 of	 being	 shot	 if	 they	 do.	 (Because	 of	 stool	 pigeons)
discussion	of	escape	plans	is	out	of	the	question.



The	leaflets	and	passes	had	an	excellent	effect	on	this	state	of	mind.	The	Punjabi
Muslims,	of	whom	there	was	a	proportion	 in	each	battalion,	began	 to	desert	 in
such	 numbers	 that	 eighty	 of	 them	 had	 to	 be	 disarmed	 and	 sent	 to	 the	 rear.
Colonel	 Mohammed	 Zaman	 Kiani	 wrote	 despairingly	 to	 Bose,	 but	 at	 first
concealed	the	desertions	from	the	Japanese	by	reports	of	men	‘missing’.	When
the	Japanese	found	out	they	insisted	that	all	communications	from	Kiani	to	Bose
should	go	through	their	hands.	They	even	blamed	the	I.N.A.	in	part	for	their	own
failure.

At	the	beginning	of	July	the	2nd	I.N.A.	Regiment	was	only	seven	hundred	and
fifty	strong;	these	men	were	formed	into	four	new	companies	which	were	again
disposed	to	cover	Khanjol,	Mittong	Khunue	and	the	Mombi	track.	On	July	3rd
and	 4th	 an	 Indian	 battalion	 of	 the	 Fourteenth	 Army	 (the	 4th	 Battalion,	 the
Mahratta	Light	Infantry)	attacked	and	cleared	Khanjol,	which	was	held	by	fewer
than	 fifty	men,	and	occupied	Mittong	Khunue	and	a	 strong	hill	position	 to	 the
east	of	it.	But	the	Battalion	went	no	further	and	the	I.N.A.	Regiment	retained	its
precarious	hold	on	the	end	of	the	Mombi	track	until	it	finally	withdrew.

There	 is	 less	 to	 be	 told	 about	 the	3rd	Guerrilla	Regiment,	 although	 some	who
fought	against	it	have	said	that	in	its	few	weeks	at	the	front	it	showed	more	zeal
and	will	to	fight	than	either	of	the	other	two	I.N.A.	regiments.	The	3rd	Regiment
reached	Tamu	under	its	commander	Lieutenant-Colonel	Gulzara	Singh,	on	May
26th	after	the	monsoon	had	broken.	Yamamoto	ordered	it	to	a	defensive	position
around	Narum,	 to	cover	 the	 tracks	 runnings	eastwards	down	 the	 slopes	of	Sita
Hill,	whose	summit	was	once	more	in	the	hands	of	the	Indian	Army.	From	here
it	would,	he	hoped,	also	be	able	to	raid	the	British	supply	route	to	Sita	Hill	from
Wangjing,	 on	 the	 fringe	 of	 the	 Imphal	 Plain.	 Gulzara	 Singh	 established	 his
headquarters	at	Narum	early	in	June,	using	his	1st	Battalion	on	transport	duties
and	the	other	two	to	occupy	the	villages	of	Lamyang,	Keipham	and	Khosat.

Even	on	 its	 first	 arrival	 in	 the	battle	 area	 the	 regiment	was	 sorely	depleted	by
sickness.	A	company	of	 the	2nd	Battalion,	for	 instance,	which	was	detached	at
Tamu	to	patrol	 the	area	of	Leibi	village	with	a	view	to	attacking	the	main	Sita
Hill	positions,	could	only	raise	seventy	out	of	its	original	one	hundred	and	fifty
men.	As	 the	rain	poured	down	the	casualties	 from	sickness	 increased.	On	June
18th	a	second	company,	and	at	the	end	of	June	a	third,	had	to	be	sent	from	the
battalion	 to	 sustain	 the	 position	 to	 Leibi.	 By	 then	 the	 battalion’s	 strength	 had
fallen	 from	some	six	hundred	men	 to	332;	247	men	being	 sick,	 twelve	having



deserted,	 three	having	been	killed	 in	battle	and	 three	having	killed	 themselves.
Patrol	activity	at	Leibi	was	considerable	 in	 spite	of	 the	monsoon	which	 turned
the	dry-weather	mountain	tracks	into	streams	of	mud.

The	3rd	Battalion	was	similarly	heavily	engaged	at	the	end	of	June	and	in	early
July	around	the	village	of	Bongli.	Tw	o	companies	from	this	battalion	had	been
despatched	 to	 Tamu	 as	 reinforcements	 for	 the	 weakening	 2nd	 Guerrilla
Regiment	 on	 June	 6th,	 but	 they	 returned	 after	 a	 fortnight	 to	 accompany	 their
battalion	 headquarters	 to	 Bongli,	 which	 they	 held	 against	 pressure	 down	 this
more	northerly	spur	of	mountain,	until	ordered	to	withdraw.

Both	regiments	and	the	remnants	of	 the	2nd	and	3rd	Battalions	of	 the	Subhash
Regiment	began	to	withdraw	on	July	18th,	1944.
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