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Preface 

This story is a Thriller based on Factual 
locations. 

 
Please note, that this story, even though it 

uses real place names and areas within that 
place, is totally incidental and is not a true 
account of anything that has occurred. 

Any similarities of any characters to any other 
person(s) are purely coincidental and in no way is 
intended to be accurate for any purpose what-so-
ever. 
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Prologue 

I was my last day as a computer 
designer/programmer.  After my morning 
soldering chips onto the main-boards for major 
computer computers, I went to lunch fully 
intending to enjoy talking to my mates that I'd 
had for about six years.  It was just on mid-day 
when the news bulletin started on the radio. 

 
“Good afternoon, on the top of the hour, for 

twelve o’clock, Surgeon Brian Adams announced a 
shocking experiment.  In a global first, he is 
preparing to perform a brain transplant and, with 
his special product, he intends to totally abolish 
the need of an anti-rejection drug.  Someone has 
already approached him for the first human trials.  
Tests continue even though he has acceptance for 
Human Trials through the Government. 

“He also says that the age and gender of 
the ‘test patients’ does not have to match.  
Personally, I for one, hope that this succeeds as it 
will totally reverse the issue of Inoperable Brain 
problems. 

“Next, we look into a bird that their owners 
have claimed have flown around the world”. 

I looked at Paul, a big burley man with long 
silver hair and a bushy beard, and said, “Like the 
Tui adds huh?  Yeah right” 

 
Paul laughed then we then carried on 

talking about anything and everything.  In one or 
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two weeks I was going to commence Salvation 
Army Officers Training at Booth College of Mission 
in Wellington, New Zealand after more than two 
years of applying. 
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Chapter 1 
Beginnings 

The next day, I went for a walk along the 
Coastal walkway in New Plymouth.  I decided to 
go from the port all the way to Bell Block since it 
had recently opened.  So I drove in my gray two-
tone Mazda Demio to the port, stopped the car, 
started my walk, thinking about the news article I 
had heard over lunch yesterday. 

 
As I walked along the walkway I met a 

friend named Jon.  “Hello there Alan, how’s your 
job going my man?” 
Thinking about the right way to answer him, I 
replied “I finished my job I had had for six years 
and I really enjoyed it, Jon.  I am sure you know 
that I have just been accepted to The Salvation 
Army Officers Training College in Wellington, I am 
not too sure how I will get on there, but what I do 
know is that the Lord will provide.” 

Jon thought about it and then asked me, 
“You are still with The Salvation Army then?  
What does a Salvation Army Officer do?” 
“Yes” I replied.  “I love the Salvation Army, and I 
always will.  It has a special place in my heart.  I 
believe that I need to do what the Lord is telling 
me to do.  The Salvation Army is a Religious and 
community involvement group.  An officer is in 
charge of a Corps or any other thing that the 
Salvation Army manages, from Retirement homes 
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to helping in Natural Disasters.  The Salvation 
Army Officer is a minister.  Why don't you join me 
on Sunday for the church service and see what 
you think?” 
Jon smiled shook his head and asked, “No thanks. 
How far are you going today?  I mean it is about 
ten o’clock in the morning and it is the middle of 
December.  It’s just another hot summer’s day, 
so wouldn't it be better at the Beach?” 
“I don't really want a swim, and I was thinking 
about going out to Bell Block; do you want to 
come for a walk or do you have something else to 
do?” I responded.  
“I love the beach but walking here gives me more 
time to spend with God.”  I commented. 

Jon frowned.  “I have to meet up with your 
brother, Thomas.  But I’ll meet you at the bridge 
out at Fitzroy, how does that sound?” 
I considered that for a minute before responding, 
“That’s cool dude, I’ll just ‘chillax’ walk, pray and 
I'll see you at Fitzroy.  How does that sound?” 
Jon nodded.  
“I think that sounds great.  I see you still like to 
merge words like chill and relax” 
“yeah I love it, it is just so me.” 
Jon looked for a fraction of a second, nodded, 
smiled and left. 

I walked along the walkway alone, thinking 
about things knowing that I had between five and 
six hours of walking time ahead of me. 
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As I was approaching the wind-wand about 
thirty-five minutes since starting, I saw a lady 
with red puffy eyes, and my heart went out to 
her.  She saw me, thought for a sec before saying 
to me “Hello, I know that you don’t know me, but 
I want to introduce myself to you.  My name is 
Anna McIsaac.” 

Thinking that this is a little unusual to be 
talked to by a stranger, I was naturally suspicious 
about this lady, I said, “Hello there Anna, my 
name is Alan Peters.  How can I help you today?” 
She smiled and said “I have a very ill daughter, 
but she is young.  Too young for what is wrong 
with her really.  She is only 17 and she has an 
inoperable brain Tumor and she is going to die.  
Her name is Rachel, and she has a great bubbly 
personality.” 

I started wondering if she somehow heard 
about me going to wellington and was surprised 
as I could not remember anything in the papers 
about it yet. 

At that moment, she signaled to four people 
behind the tree beside her.  The first was a big 
bulky guy who looked like he could possibly be a 
wrestler.  The second was about the same height 
as me, about 6 foot 2 inches and seemed like an 
ordinary guy.  Not to strong or weak, about the 
same as I was.  The third guy looked small and 
insignificant, about 5 foot 5 inches and the last 
looked like the leader of the pack.  He was giving 
silent orders through his eyes and head actions 
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and non-verbal movements to the others even 
though he never really said a word that I 
understood.  They jumped me, 'threw' me in their 
van and took off in it leaving behind a sound of 
tires screeching, a pile of smoke and a few near 
misses from the other cars because I could hear 
their horns honking then they knocked me out. 

 
When I woke up to a young lady, she was 

there looking at me as if she was quite interested 
in something.  She seemed to make up her mind 
about something, smiled then she said,  “Hello.  
My name is Rachel McIsaac.  I am dying with a 
brain tumor.  My brain is going to die no matter 
what happens I know this and I have accepted it.  
A little over two years ago my Father died.  His 
name was Joseph McIsaac.  He died of a brain 
tumor like I am dying of.  It almost killed my 
mum.  I can’t allow that to happen to her again. 

“I have to do what I can to help her.  What 
would you suggest?  I can accept dying,but the 
problem I have is knowing that it will probably kill 
her.” 

I looked at her, thought before I asked 
“how are you supposed to help her?  You know 
you are going to die.  It is not like there is 
anything I can do, is there?  I could offer a prayer 
of healing if that is what you want.” 

She replied “I don't think that healing is an 
option at this point.  I am too far gone, but have 
you heard about what that doctor is able to do?  I 
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am talking about that surgeon who can offer the 
Brain Transplants.” 

I frowned, before I said “I heard about that 
on the news, Brian Adams I believe his name is, if 
I am not mistaken, but I am not too sure that 
would be your best bet.  I believe it is best to be 
honest.  If someone else's brain is in your body 
that will cause another load of problems won't it?  
Your mother will need to learn the new 
personality, will need to learn the new likes and 
dislikes.  We cant forget about the history that the 
new mind will bring into your body.” 

She thought about that and replied, “OK, 
you’re right.  I need to be honest.  Especially to 
you, but not just yet.  I think it is time you went 
back to sleep and try not to be too shocked when 
you wake up, and don’t hurt yourself please.” 

I frowned because that statement made 
very little sense but before I could ask about what 
she meant, I fell asleep again because of the 
drugs. 

 
When I woke up again, it was about six 

weeks based on the calender in my room.  It said 
it was February 2011.  I was in a hospital bed 
when a doctor came in and smiled at me.  
“Finally, you are awake, Rachel.  Your mother 
wanted to see you, but I told her that she has to 
wait until you are properly awake.  We can't have 
her stressing you out now can we?  Now you can’t 
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talk yet and I know you are confused however 
you are home again in Seattle hospital.” 

I was shocked.  What was I doing in 
Seattle?  What was I doing in Washington State?  
What was I doing in America?  Why did he just 
call me Rachel?  But I couldn't talk or move.  I 
was stuck here in my mind. 

 
About four days later I finally managed to 

sit up in the hospital bed, the calender was still on 
February 2011, but I felt different somehow, 
wrong.  I could not put it together.  It made no 
sense as to why I would feel so different in such a 
short period of time.  I felt shorter, which seemed 
weird to me, so I got up to go to the bathroom. 

When I went into the bathroom I realized to 
my astonishment that I was in the body of the 
same female that I met while I was in hospital.  
The same female I talked to when I was 
kidnapped.  I was shocked, I decided to go to the 
mirror to confirm whether or not I was correct.  
So I looked at my reflection and fainted. 

 
I woke up another week later, in March this 

time and thought it was a dream.  So I sat up and 
looked at the doctor and smiled. 

“Finally you’re awake, Rachel.  Now about 
what happened last week when you were in the 
bathroom, your mind has a bit of amnesia I am 
sure but you will recover.  I am sure that until 
you heal properly you could collapse and faint 
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again.” 
I looked at him and said “I don’t understand.  
What is going on here?” 
The Doctor smiled, basically repeating what he 
said last week.  “I know you are confused but you 
are home in Seattle again.  You are in hospital.  
You will be able to get out of here soon.  We are 
looking at maybe another week to make sure you 
improve a little bit more and so you do not 
collapse again” 

I thought about that before saying “Why am 
I in Seattle?  Why am I in hospital, why does my 
voice sound different, why am I in the body of a 
female and why did you just call me Rachel?” 

He smiled and looked at me.  “You had an 
operation.  As you can see, you are getting back 
to normal again Rachel. I understand that you 
have also some amnesia, which is to be expected 
when anyone has a brain operation. 

“But there is something else that I am 
concerned about.  You came back from New 
Zealand in a coma, and your head was bandaged.  
Your record said that there was an opportunity for 
an operation to assist you to heal but they did not 
disclose what this operation was.  You had an 
inoperable brain tumor so what operation could 
have made you better?  We did a CT scan and 
found no sign of the tumor so how were you 
healed?  Was it Dr Brian Adams?  If so, I am 
afraid I can't treat you anymore” 
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I frowned and repeated, “Why are you 
calling me Rachel?  My name is Alan, and I live in 
New Zealand.  I have been there for eleven years.  
What is going on here?  Have I been kidnapped?” 

The doctor panicked when I said kidnapped.  
“Hang on a minute please? I am going to have to 
have another look at your file.” 

And he walked out looking like he was 
astonished about the chance of a possibly 
kidnapped person in his hospital in his shift. 

 
At that time, Anna walked in.  “Hello Alan, 

good to see you are finally awake.  Let me 
elaborate what has occurred to you please.  My 
daughter, Rachel, was diagnosed with an 
intracranial solid neoplasm or in our terms an 
inoperable brain tumor here is Seattle but we 
were not happy with the notion of Rachel dying.  
Everything I have done I did for her. 

“So when I heard there was a doctor in New 
Zealand who could perform brain transplants, It 
really took no time to decide, I was on the first 
available plane to New Zealand, because even 
though I knew that it was not yet accepted in New 
Zealand, I knew that it would help my daughter, I 
also knew that the doctor, A Brian Adams, was 
prepared to perform an operation that could save 
my little girls life. 

“I saw you and I thought that you might 
succour me with saving my little girl’s life.  I 
choose you over everyone else because of a few 
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reasons.  First, you are not related to us, second, 
you are a friendly person and third, of everyone 
that walked past me while I was waiting on the 
walkway, you were the only person who ask how 
you could help.  So I got some contacts from a 
friend to shanghai you, I got the doctor to 
perform the brain transplant from the body that 
you knew as Alan into the body that you are now 
in, that of my little Rachel.  The doctor also made 
sure that I know and tell you that it is an 
irreversible operation.  For all intents and 
purposes you are Rachel McIsaac.  You are now a 
young lady you can not have another operation to 
correct this.  If you kill yourself, you will also kill 
the entire family line and me because I can not 
live without Rachel.  You have saved her life.  
Thank you.” 

 
I was surprise so I said, “What on earth are 

you talking about.  Let’s look at this one step at a 
time, shall we?  You went to my country, 
kidnapped me; you sent me into an operation that 
I did not give permission for anyone to perform 
which basically killed my body and your 
daughter’s brain, brought me to the United States 
and you expect me to agree to this?  Not to 
mention that I will never be able to go back to a 
guy and you put all this guilt on me like it is my 
fault?  What kind of Woman are you?  What kind 
of Human are you?  What kind of mother are you?  
You must be a really sick selfish person to do all 
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this.  Get out of here now, before I call the doctor 
to remove you by force!” 

 
She looked like she was about to cry, before 

she walked out she sobbed “You had better get 
used to being Rachel because everything I-I have 
d-done I have d-done for of my daughter.  I-I 
love my daughter more than l-life itself.  I w-
would spend the rest of my l-life in jail as l-long 
as m-my l-little girl was alive.  I-I need my d-
daughter’s body alive.  Even though her b-brain 
couldn’t be saved, her b-body is still here in y-
you.  That is what I d-did and why I d-did it.  I 
need m-my R-Rachel.”  Anna then left in tears.  I 
felt horrible about what I said, I looked in the 
mirror and quickly got over the terrible feeling 
when I thought about what she had done. 

 
About two minutes later, the doctor came 

back in.  “Well, Rachel, I can ring the doctor in 
New Zealand who operated on you and see what 
he says,” he looked at the chart again, continuing 
“a Doctor. Brian Adams, and ask him about what 
happened.  Do you have any questions or 
requests for me to pass on while I do it?” 

 
I thought for a moment before answering “I 

need to talk to someone please.  Hmmm can you 
find me the Local Salvation Army officers as soon 
as possible please, I need to throw some things 
around and as I was a member of the church in 



Two Minds Become One 

Page 15 of 118 © Robert Ward, 2011 

New Zealand, perhaps they may be able to assist 
me with it.  I just need to talk to someone.  And 
don’t bother about ringing the Doctor in New 
Zealand, I just said it was just explained to me by 
my mother.  Thanks.” 
He walked out saying “OK then”. 

 
About one day later, in walked two 

Salvation Army officers.  I looked at them and a 
huge smile spread across my face, and I said “I'm 
Glad that you’re here!” 
They smiled, and said, “Hello, we are Majors John 
and Josephine McIntire, from Seattle Corps.  What 
can we do for you today, miss…?” 
I knew that that would take a lot of getting used 
to. 

 
Looking at them I explained the situation to 

them, I said “about six weeks ago I was living in 
New Zealand as a guy.  My name was Alan Peters.  
I lived in New Plymouth.  There was a Doctor in 
New Zealand by the name of Brian Adams, he 
performed a Brain Transplant on my brain. 

“I was a thirty five year old guy I was a 
soldier in North Taranaki Corps of the Salvation 
Army, in New Zealand.  And I urgently require 
assistance, please.  I was kidnapped, and sent 
over here without my permission.  I am now in 
the body of 17 year old girl,  Rachel McIsaac.” 

They looked at each other in surprise and 
said, “OK Miss McIsaac, that is a new one, where 
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are you supposed to be going, we will get the 
nearest officers to have a chat with you about the 
situation.  Is that OK with you, miss?” 
I racked my brain, but no one told me where I 
would be going to.  Fortunately the Doctor walked 
in just then and said, “You will be transferred to 
Forks hospital tomorrow, I believe your mother 
has just brought a new house there.” 

Just then, Anna walked in, basically 
repeating what the doctor had just said.  “I have 
just had to buy a new house in Forks because 
we've had to move from Seattle.  I hope you do 
not mind, Rachel.  The other reason is that your 
doctor, Brian Adams, from New Zealand has been 
offered a position at the Forks Hospital as the 
Brain Transplant specialist.  You see here in 
Washington State, the council for the health board 
have accepted his work, and we need to remain in 
contact with him for now as your operation was 
the first he had officially performed.” 
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Chapter 2 
First week in Forks 

Major John said, “we have a church near 
Forks, we call our meeting place a corps, with a 
silent p and s, it is pronounced as core.  It is in a 
place named Port Angeles under the command of 
Lieutenants Bill and Sara Booth.  I will inform 
them of your situation and will see what they can 
do for you.  But we have a problem.  You are in 
the body of a 17 year old girl, and not many 
people will believe your story without evidence, 
even though it is accepted in Forks.” 
“Do you two believe my claims though?” I asked. 
“I'm beginning to, what you have said to us and 
what your mother and the Doctor have explained 
all match up, but you need to accept that this is 
an interesting situation.” 
The Majors looked at each other before saying 
“Yes, Rachel… Alan… whoever you want to be 
known as.  We do believe you.” 
I was relieved; someone finally believed me, 
although I was hoping they were not playing 
along.  So I smiled and, pretending that my 
worries were not there, I said “Thank you very 
much, it is a blessing to me that you will assist 
me.  You might as well call me Rachel, I suppose 
I had better start getting used to this body now 
that I am in it.  I am sure as soon as I get to 
Forks, everyone will be calling me Rachel 
anyway.” 
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Two weeks later we were at the new house 

in Forks, after being discharged from Seattle 
hospital, after just two and a half months and 
another two weeks in Forks hospital, we were 
watching the news, and in the international 
section there was a screening of a recent Murder.  
“And last on tonight before the weather, Police in 
New Zealand have discovered the body of thirty 
five year old Alan Peters and are still looking for 
an unknown person or persons responsible for his 
blatant uncalled for murder.  He had had a recent 
operation on his brain, which caused his death.  
Detective Jacobs, New Plymouth CIB, said “We 
believe that the people responsible for this 
heinous crime might have left the area, so if you 
have any information please contact your local 
Law Enforcement Office.” 

The reporter continued, “I would encourage 
anyone who knows anything about this heinous 
crime to contact their nearest police station, as 
they have called for international assistance.  Now 
to the weather…” 

 
Anna flicked off the TV and sat down to said 

“I am going to tell you about my past so that you 
know why I did what I did.  About twenty years 
ago, Rachel’s father Joseph and I got married.  He 
was a lovely man and I would do anything for 
him.  He was also extremely rich and left a couple 
of things to me and Rachel in his will.  Together 
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he and I had about fifty million dollars, and 
Rachel had about 25 million in separate bank 
accounts, which is bound to have increased by 
now. 

“About nineteen years ago I got pregnant, 
and lost the baby.  That happened six times and 
when, seventeen and a half years ago I got 
pregnant again, I vowed that this child would out 
live me.  The baby came to full term and I had a 
Girl.  We named her Rachel. 

“The year before last, Joseph passed away, 
and it broke my heart, actually it almost killed 
me.  I was afraid, when they said that Rachel had 
a Brain Tumor it was clear to me that my vow 
would come to nothing. 

“That was when I heard about that surgeon 
in New Zealand who would perform a Brain 
Transplant, Doctor Brian Adams.  So Rachel and I 
talked it through and both decided to go to New 
Zealand and get the Brain Transplant.  She 
accepted she would die, but did not want my 
heart broken again. 

“That is why I had to get someone who was 
caring enough to talk to me and get the person 
that my Rachel would approve of… you.  Before 
the operation, my Rachel came in and met you.  I 
know that you do not like what has happened to 
you, but please accept that you are now Rachel.  
You will always be Rachel. 

“We got the doctor to mostly wake you up 
so that Rachel could find out what kind of a 
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person you were.  That is when she agreed to the 
operation with you as the donor, because she 
thought you would never hurt me the way others 
would have.” 

I went to bed and thought about the news 
bulletin, and all the information that Anna told 
me.  Deciding that I might as well make the most 
of who and what I am, I decided to accept that I 
am Rachel and that Anna and Joseph McIsaac are 
my parents.  I also decided to be the best darn 
daughter that I can possibly be.  It did not make 
what they did right, but now I understand the 
limited choices that there were. 

 
I woke up in the morning and there was 

another item about the kidnapping and murder 
again, but this time it was in the Newspaper.  I 
quickly scoffed down my breakfast and went to 
my appointment alone with the doctor so I could 
get clearance to go to school.  Once there, I 
asked the doctor, 

“So Doc when do you think that I will get 
clearance to go to school? And what are we going 
to do since the New Zealand Police have reached 
out for international assistance about the ‘Alan 
Peters’ issue?” 

He thought about it before commenting, 
“You have clearance for school, here is the 
clearance notice, but remain away from boys until 
you get a relationship clearance, we still have 
more tests before that happens.  About the ‘Alan 
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Peters’ situation, there is not a lot that anyone 
can do; it was not an official operation therefore 
the Police will not be able to do anything.  Just 
before you go though, one last reminder, Do NOT 
get into any relationships until you have 
clearance.  Do you understand?  You have been 
through a major operation and that will take time 
to get used to.  I mean, think about it.  You have 
just spent 35 years as a guy, and now you are a 
teenage girl.  It will take you some time before 
anything near normal for girls can commence.  
You have been looking for women, now you'll 
need to start looking for guys.  I was actually 
hoping for slightly younger test patients so that 
they could develop  before everything happened, 
but…  Any-who, I guess that that is all for today, 
and I’ll see you later, Rachel.” 

“OK” I replied, then I walked out realizing 
that he was just making excuses for me to not go 
to the police and expose him, so I visited the 
Police station and explained everything I knew to 
them.  They were surprised.  They could not 
believe what I explained to them, but they knew 
it was an illegal operation as I did not give my 
permission for the operation. They also knew my 
brain was in the body of a 17 year old girl, and 
apparently I could live alone if I so wished.  So 
they said “OK miss, you have a choice to make 
then.  You could get us to charge Anna, for 
kidnapping, performing an operation without 
informing you or getting your permission not 
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forgetting murder and euthanasia, or at your 
request, we could leave her alone for now, inform 
the New Zealand Police as to the situation and get 
them to deal with it at their convenience.  It is 
your call, Rachel.” 
I thought about that for a while before deciding 
on the latter choice, knowing that chances are I 
would end up with a new family, or on my own, 
eventually. 

 
So I walked home to my three story house, 

of which my room was on the third story, and 
handed the clearance to Anna, my mother for all 
intense and purposes.  I thought that was another 
thing I would have to get used to.  I went to my 
bedroom fairly early that night as it was my first 
day at a new school tomorrow and it has been like 
twenty years since I was at school like that.  I 
was used to University and Techs, but not high 
school. 

 
I was secretly glad that it was a new school 

so that the other kids would not have any 
preconceived ideas about who I was and what I 
was like.  As I walked into my bedroom, I still 
could not get used to my room. 

The walls were an absurdly pink color, 
another thing that I would have to get used to as 
well, pink I hate pink, there was a very bold 
window overlooking the forest.  I had white net 
curtains and bright yellow thermal curtains.  On 
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the walls were quite a few painted portraits.  All 
of me, well Rachel anyway.  They all covered 
different stages of her life.  On my writing desk 
which was in the corner of my room, there was an 
Apple I-Mac Pro computer and my notebook.  It 
looked like Anna, my mother, was trying to buy 
my silence. 

I awoke the next morning to a dull, cloudy, 
restless day and went down the stairs for my 
breakfast.  I was still unsure as to what to expect 
for breakfast or more importantly, school not just 
as a girl, but also in Forks, as schooling in New 
Zealand like I was used to about twenty years 
ago, would surely be a lot different from here 
now. 

When I had finished my breakfast, I left for 
school expecting the worst, hoping for the best.  I 
went straight to the office and said, “Hello, my 
name is Rachel McIsaac, and I am supposed to be 
starting here, today.”  The office lady looked up 
knowledgeably and smiled a friendly smile before 
saying, “Hello dear, my name is Ms. Cooper, 
Welcome to Forks High...”  She was Shuffling 
through papers at the same time as talking to me.  
“Here are your classes and your map of the 
school.  I am sure that you will have a great time 
here and will learn lots.  Please get your teachers 
to sign the slip for the first week and return it to 
the office each day after class.  Have a great 
week and see you at the end of your classes.” 
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I smiled at Ms. Cooper and walked out, right 
into the arms of a teacher, humbly apologizing as 
I left him scowling after me.  As the bell went, I 
walked into my first class, and handed the slip to 
the teacher, and it was the same teacher I had 
just walked into. 

I went bright red as I blushed for my earlier 
accident, but he smiled politely at me.  I knew 
that meant trouble.  But he was a great, kind 
man.  His name was Mr. Baker.  He took Science, 
and today we had a test. 

I was so humiliated, that when the papers 
were handed out, I almost wrote Alan Peters on 
them but stopped myself just in time.  When I 
finished my test I went through it again, well 
three times actually, then got a book out of my 
bag and started reading.  Mr Baker was scowling 
while watching me.  At the end of class he pulled 
me aside to talk to me alone.  Great I thought day 
one and already I was singled out. 

He smiled at me and politely said to me, “As 
you are new to this class I will explain what we do 
here in tests.  Here in my class, when you have a 
test, the test is for the full time of the class, not 
one hour, but about ninety minutes.  When you 
complete a test, you sit down and go over the test 
to get any areas that you missed.  OK?”  I looked 
abashed, and said “Yes sir.  What do we do if we 
are sure that we have answered all questions to 
the best of our knowledge though?” 
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He smiled at me and said, “You sit and read 
quietly.” 
“Which is what I did, sir” I replied. 
He said, “Give me a few minutes and I’ll mark it 
for you.” 
I sat down as he marked my test. 

About five minutes later, he came to me 
and was frowning.  “Rachel, how did you know 
these answers?  Most of these are from the 
General Educational Development test, G.E.D.  
Based on these results, you would have passed 
your G.E.D here in Science.” 

I thought thoroughly before I answered his 
question.  ”I did a lot of study while I was in 
Hospital, sir.” 

He laughed but thought and asked “how 
would you like to sit your G.E.D’s?  We can see 
what is required for you to study to pass it.”  I 
thought about that before responding, “Sure, I 
could always attempt my G.E.D.  It would give me 
an idea on the areas I require to swat up.” 

So he said “OK, come and see me 
tomorrow, and we will see what we can organize.” 

Next I went into mathematics and had 
another test.  'Talk about the most rotten of luck, 
the first day of school and I have a second test 
this morning alone.' 

I thought. This time I did as Mr. Baker said 
to do.  I completed the test in one hour, and 
checked the answers for the last half hour.  It was 
the same for her other subjects as well. 
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In all I had five tests today, Science, Maths, 
English, Social Studies, Writing.  Each of my 
teachers were agreed to me attempting my 
G.E.D’s and told me to go and see Mr. Baker in 
the morning. 

I took my slip to Ms. Cooper as required.  
She asked, “How did your day go?” 

I sighed at her and said, “Of all the rotten 
luck, I had five tests in my first day”. 

She smiled and said, “It looks like they were 
all impressed with your test results, as they have 
all submitted you for your G.E.D exams.” I sighed 
again and went home. 

My mother saw me coming home and saw 
the look on my face.  “How was your first day 
sweetie” she asked.  I rolled my eyes and 
answered “It was bad enough when I accidentally 
walked into my teacher this morning from the 
office, but then I had five tests, and they have all 
submitted me for my G.E.D exams.  Can you 
imagine it?  Day one, five classes, five 
recommendations for my G.E.D’s and five jolly 
tests!  What a day!”  She looked at me and 
sighed. 

“Perhaps I was wrong choosing Alan’s brain 
it appears that you are just too visible.”  I 
frowned and mumbled “that was your choice but 
perhaps you should have thought what the results 
the operation would have been before you went 
ahead with it?  And to top it all off, I also said the 
same thing to Rachel before the operation.  Too 
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late now, so what's for dinner?”  She sighed, and 
said, “I don’t know.  You do something.” 

So I said, “Fine am I cooking for you as 
well?” 
“Might as well” she muttered. 
So I looked in the fridge.  And found all the 
ingredients for Country Fried Chicken, which I 
cooked, and I also did Rice and an Au Jus sauce.  
I served it on two plates and enjoyed my meal.  
After dinner I did the washing up, then went to 
my room, showered, washed my hair and got 
ready for bed. 

That night, I did more study for my G.E.D 
exams tomorrow and was relieved that the 
subjects were the same as today, but in a 
different order.  The order tomorrow was Writing, 
Science, Maths, Social Studies and English which 
meant I had Mr. Baker second period tomorrow.  I 
sighed and studied, studied and sighed. 

 
When I went and made myself a hot 

chocolate I made mum a coffee as well, as I 
needed to relax and shake the nerves.  I fell 
asleep early for me, about half past nine that 
night and, sleeping restlessly I woke up about five 
in the morning. 

 
I went and got my breakfast, and did more 

study.  When I got to school I went into the office 
again and saw Ms. Cooper and Mr. Baker.  They 
both looked up and smiled, not sure why.  Mr. 
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Baker came to me and handed a piece of paper to 
me.  “This is your test results from your tests 
yesterday and when we showed them to Mrs. 
Josephine, the principal, she took a copy and 
faxed it to the Board of Education.  They looked at 
them and faxed a copy of this, while sending the 
original to your house address through the post, 
and told us to let you know that you have 
officially graduated high school with a G.E D.” 
I looked at it and was shocked at what it said. 

It was a, ‘State of Washington, High School 
Equivalency Diploma, certifying Rachel McIsaac.  
It was signed by the Director of the Department 
of Education, dated February 2010.’  I took it 
home to my mum and Anna was shell shocked. 

At that precise moment, she said to me, 
“Rachel, I want to say something to you, but I 
might fumble it a bit, so I want to ask for a bit of 
patience from you please.” 
I rolled my eyes again and said, “OK, I’ll wait for 
you to finish what you want to say.” 
She smiled and said to me, “First I want to ask 
your forgiveness for what I did to you when you 
were Alan.  I wanted to save my Rachel's life, and 
I did not think of what it would mean to yours.  I 
saw you as a nice guy and I thought you would be 
happy to help.  I'm sorry. 

“Second, I did not think about what you 
would be losing when you became Rachel.  I am 
sorry about that as well. 
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“And thirdly, I want to offer you everything 
I have as you are now officially my daughter.” 
I was dumbfounded.  So I smiled at Anna, my 
mother for all intents and purposes, and said as 
honestly as I could, “Mum I am so sorry about the 
way I have treated you in the recent past.  I can’t 
honestly say I love you as we have just recently 
met, but I can say I forgive you and love you in 
Christ.” 

And I hugged her.  Anna said “you have 
now graduated from high school and do not need 
to go back, BUT I would recommend you continue 
your education by going to college.  There is one 
near here.  And for a graduation present, I want 
to give you this house here.  It is now yours.  You 
own it but I would like to ask if I can stay here 
with you please.” 

I was surprised and clarified, “Do you mean 
that you are giving me this house because I 
graduated from high school?” 

She smiled at me and said “yes, but will you 
do me something, Rachel?” 
I responded “Anything that I can offer I will.  And 
as far as I am concerned, you can stay here as 
long as you need to.” 
She smiled and asked of me, “will you help me to 
pray, for us?” 
“Sure,” I answered, so we prayed.  I no longer 
had to go to school, so I went to the nearest 
college. 
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The next day, Anna and I went to the 
attorney and Anna officially and legally filled in 
the documentation for the house.  We left an hour 
later and went home where Anna, my mother, 
gave me the documents for the change of 
ownership for the house. 

 
The next day when I commenced college, I 

was surprised to see a guy there who looked quite 
cute and he was doing the same subjects as I 
was, so I asked him “Do you mind if we could 
study together?  Become study partners so to 
speak.  My name is Rachel and I would love to be 
able to call you a friend if that is okay with you.” 

He smiled and said, “Hello, Rachel, my 
name is Yosef Levi, Sure, Rachel, I would love to 
be your friend.  And I would also love to be your 
study partner.” 

We started to hang around together to get 
used to the area.  Fortunately, it was only around 
the corner from my house. He had a very Hebrew 
family I assumed, but a great guy, with a great 
personality. 

He has a very olive complexion and seemed 
extremely talented to me. 
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Chapter 3 
Situations get more intense 

 
At the end of the day, about two weeks 

after the visit to the Police Station, I was home 
doing homework, jotting down some ideas for a 
new computer that I wanted to make in one of my 
labs in college for a subject that I was taking. I 
was also planning a program I was thinking about 
writing in another subject. 

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door, 
so I went to get it, through the peep hole, I saw a 
badge.  So I opened the door, and asked, “Can I 
help you?” 

There were two men and four uniformed 
police officers.  The first man said “Hello there, 
Miss McIsaac, my name is Detective Jacobs New 
Zealand Police Criminal Investigation Branch.  
This is Detective Black, INTERPOL, and these 
officers are, Sergeant Millar, Constables Peters 
and Jacobs and Chief Patterson.  We are looking 
for Mrs. Anna McIsaac please.” 

Sergeant Miller and Constable Jacobs were 
both lovely Ladies who did not take any crap from 
anyone.  Detective Jacobs was a large bulky guy 
who looked very threatening.  Detective Black 
was from England, he was quite a dark skinned 
guy and very stern.  Constable Peters and Chief 
Patterson were both from Forks Police and were 
prepared to expect anything as their hands were 
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near their guns and their radios were down but 
could still be heard over the officers. 

I responded “one moment please” and went 
to find her. 

To my surprise, my mother was in the bath, 
holding a hairdryer, the hairdryer was on and she 
was about to drop it into the bath, but I knew that 
I would not stop her in time, so I called for help.  
Constable Jacobs came in and attempted to stop 
her, unsuccessfully.  I promptly ran out of the 
room, in tears. 

My 17 year old hormones were coming in 
quite nicely.  Next thing I knew, I was ushered 
down the stairs by Yosef's Mother who said 
something in Hebrew which I did not understand, 
but fortunately Yosef was there, so he translated.  
“What she asked is ‘are you alright?'”  I sat down 
put her head between my legs and cried.  When I 
could talk, I explained everything to the Police 
while Yosef and his mother were in the room. 

 
There was another knock on the door and I 

heard someone introduced themselves.  It was a 
man and he said “Hello, My name is Lieutenant 
Bill Booth from the Salvation Army, in Port 
Angeles, and this is my Wife, Lieutenant Sara 
Booth.  We are here to see Miss Rachel McIsaac.”  
Constable Jacobs came to me and asked if I was 
expecting them, and I sobbed “yes, please send 
them in.”  In they came and said ““Hello, My 
name is Bill Booth and this is my Wife, Sara 



Two Minds Become One 

Page 33 of 118 © Robert Ward, 2011 

Booth.  We are Lieutenants from the Salvation 
Army, in Port Angeles”. 

I looked at them and I stood up shakily and 
went to Lieutenant Sara Booth, and burst out in 
tears again.  Yosef made a cup of hot chocolate 
for me and it was delicious.  I was enjoying it as I 
explained everything to the police, Yosef and the 
Lieutenants.  For what seemed like the hundredth 
time. 

 
I went up to my room with Sara and 

jumped on my computer.  There beside the 
computer was a new bank-account detail’s, so I 
logged in, checked the account and promptly fell 
off my chair.  There in my account, and I knew it 
was my account as it had my name on it, was 
fifteen million dollars, ready and waiting for me. 

Sara came over to me concerned, and 
asked “whats wrong, why did you fall off your 
seat?” In response, I pointed to the screen.  Sara 
disappointed me as she looked at it because I was 
expecting another response other than 
acceptance, and then Sara looked at me. 

Sara said, “I see.  Did you not know about 
this money then?”  I shook my head slowly.  “Well 
then, Rachel, perhaps it is time you and I had a 
little chat. 

“Yesterday your mother came to us and was 
concerned about you, so she told us everything.  
We just sat there and listened, and then said that 
she would need to apologize to you about 
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everything she had done to you and to ask for 
forgiveness from you and God.  She said that she 
would also give you eighty percent of her 
belongings before she died.  I said that was her 
choice, but not to rush into anything or be too 
hasty.” 

I said quietly, “she came to me when I 
showed her my GED about a month ago; she 
apologized for everything that had happened 
while I was Alan and Rachel.  I said, Mum I am so 
sorry about the way I have treated you in the 
recent past.  I can’t honestly say I love you, but I 
can say I forgive you and love you in Christ, and 
then I hugged her. 

“Her killing herself was the last thing I 
expected her to do because I forgave her for 
everything.  Was she asking for forgiveness 
before dying?  I do know that we both helped 
each other that night, and we prayed together.” 

Sara looked at me frowning, sighed and said 
“perhaps.  I am not sure about her intentions but 
perhaps.” 
As we walked out of my room, I saw my Birth 
Certificate and my Date of Birth was listed as 01 
April 1992 and I went downstairs.  The officers 
stopped talking at that moment which made me 
think they were talking about me.  All I wanted to 
do was go to bed and sleep. 

 
Sara said “I could find someone in the area 

to assist in looking after you, if you would like.”  
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Bill Booth then said, “We actually have someone 
prepared to assist you and look after you for the 
next year if that is OK with you.  It is just that 
you had a lot happen in a very short period of 
time and I thought that would be best.  It is only 
until you can get your feet back on the ground 
again.” 

I frowned and said “I think that might be a 
good idea.  Like you said, a lot has happened in 
the past six months.” 
He commented, “OK then Ill contact them and see 
if they are willing to continue as the situation 
which has become much more urgent, hasn’t it?” 

I responded, “Yes, but who is supposed to 
help me get my feet on the ground though?” 
Bill and Sara looked at each other for a while. 
Everyone remained quiet waiting for their 
response. 
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Chapter 4 
Unexpected family 

Bill explained “In our corps in Port Angeles 
there is a couple that can’t have children, they are 
lovely people and are related to the Levis here in 
Forks.  Their names are Jean and Amiel Blanc.  
Jean is from France and is pronounced similar to 
John and Amiel’s maiden name was Levi.  They 
live near the main shopping center and 
conveniently live near the beach.” 

I thought about that and decided since I 
had to go somewhere; I might as well be near 
family of my friends.  At the moment that I was 
going to answer, Sara bet me to the punch, and 
said “we can’t adopt you because as you know, 
we move around every five years or so and it is 
an unwise choice for us to legally adopt anyone.” 

I quickly chirped up, to beat any of the 
others so I could respond, and asked “How often 
do they visit Forks?”  Yosef’s mother, Ezra, 
chirped up in English this time, surprising me and 
replied “I see my sister roughly every month.  I 
visit one month, they visit the next month.  I 
believe it is our time this month.” 

I smiled but was also confused so I 
commented “One of the other places I feel like I 
need to go is to the local Indian reservation that I 
have heard so much about.” 
Then I looked at Ezra and said, “I didn’t know that 
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you spoke English.  You always speak in Hebrew 
when you talk to me.” 

Ezra laughed and said “I only speak when I 
need to.  Other than that, I speak in Hebrew.  But 
Rachel, in my opinion, I think it would be wise for 
you to go to Port Angeles as we both visit each 
other often.  How does that sound?”  I looked at 
Yosef and he smiled shyly. 

“Anyway…” Bill said, interrupting my line of 
thought, “what do you say, Rachel?  Are you 
prepared to move into Port Angeles and live with 
Jean and Amiel?”  I ruffled my brow and said to 
him, “Yeah I suppose I could always visit the 
Indian Reservation when we come down.  I also 
intend to sit my license soon as well.  What is the 
name of the reservation again?  La Push is it?  I 
heard there is a beautiful beach there.” 

It was Yosef that responded.  “Yeah, First 
Beach at La Push.  I like the stones there and the 
driftwood fires that sometimes people light down 
there.  Did you know that the stones are colored 
there?  I know that Port Angeles has a better 
swimming beach, but still.  First Beach is a surfing 
beach.  Not that I surf though.” 

I shook my head in response to his 
question, and said, “I have never been there 
before” 

Then I spoke to Bill. “I would love to live in 
Port Angeles and attend the Salvation Army there.  
How do you spell Jean?  Is it John, Jon or Jean?”  
Bill responded and said “Jean.  It is French.  It 
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means John, but you spell it with an E and an A.”  
I thought about that and decided to be careful 
when I spell and pronounced his name. 

“OK then, when do I move into Port 
Angeles?”  Bill thought again, and said “excuse 
me for a minute, I need to contact Jean.  See 
what he says about when.”  At that moment, he 
dug into his pocket and pulled out his I-Pod 
phone, turned around and went outside while 
dialing the number. 

Sara said “we are just getting a time for the 
drive out there.  When is your Birthday, Rachel?” 
That is a question she had never asked before so 
I was grateful that I found my Birth Certificate 
earlier in the evening. 

As it was March the thirty first today, that 
meant I was 18 tomorrow so I said “It is my 
Birthday tomorrow.  I was born April fool’s day in 
1992.”  Another thing that I would need to 
remember, how many more could there be? 

There was a lot that I had to remember, but 
I was expecting that after accepting that I am 
now Rachel and not Alan, and that I can’t go back 
to being Alan.  Bill then said as he walked back in 
the room, “OK…  yes, that’s right, Jean.  OK then, 
I’ll explain that to Rachel.  Thanks, I will see you 
both in about two hours then.  Bye.” 
And he hung up the phone and said.  “Right, 
Rachel.  As you could hear, I just finished on the 
phone with Jean and they will be here in about 
two hours. 
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“However, this house will remain your 
property and I would recommend that you hang 
on to it.  You never know, you might need to 
move back here again sooner or later.  Would you 
like to rent it out or would you like to leave it here 
and just get someone to keep the section up to 
date?” 

I frowned as I thought about that for a 
while and said “I think that I will rent it out so 
that it is still in use and that I could earn a little 
extra money.  I think that would be best at this 
moment of time.  I might also get someone to 
clean the inside professionally as well.  I also 
need some storage for all my stuff as well” 

With that the Paramedics arrived, went to 
Anna’s body, and took her away to the morgue.  
That is when the police left leaving just Yosef, 
Ezra, me and the lieutenants. 

I went up to my room and got some of my 
stuff ready to move to Port Angeles, cleared out 
the fridge and freezer and gave the stuff to Ezra’s 
family.  I left most rooms as they were.  I cleaned 
the Bathroom, the kitchen and the toilets, 
basically everything that had water and turned off 
the water main at the street.  Flushed the toilet 
for a last time, turned off the power mains and 
grabbed all the keys and waited for Jean and 
Amiel. 

I also made sure all my clothes were packed 
securely, covered all the furniture and made the 
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house look like a haunted house, not forgetting to 
clean out the fridge and freezer to prevent smell. 

At that moment, there was a horn from the 
roadside, so I grabbed all my stuff, and went out 
to the car.  As I got in, I looked at my house for 
the last time for a few years, wrote the address 
on the keys and decided to get a safe to put the 
keys away for a few years. 

I waved at Yosef and Ezra and said to Bill 
and Sara, “I’ll see you both later Bill and Sara.  
Thanks for everything that you have done for 
me.”  Bill and Sara smiled and said, “We will see 
you tomorrow, Rachel.”  As we left the street and 
Forks in general, I felt a lone tear drop down my 
cheek onto my blouse. 

As we entered Port Angeles I was unsure 
what to expect.  When we pulled up at the house 
which was on the Corner of Tumwater and W 3rd 
St, I saw a few businesses I thought I might apply 
for a job at.  We got to the house late, about 
eleven at night and I went into her room, not 
seeing much and just crashed on the bed without 
having a chance to get into my bed clothes and 
was asleep in seconds 

 
The next day I woke up in a strange place, 

and I could see that I was going to have an 
interesting birthday.  I could barely remember 
what happened last night and when everything 
hit, it hit with vengeance.  I spent the next hour 
in tears, and decided to have a shower to refresh 
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myself.  It was my first birthday as Rachel but I 
did not know what was going to happen.  I made 
a phone call for the storage place and organized 
to get my stuff there via moving truck.  After that 
was organized I was pleasantly surprised because 
Bill, Sara, Yosef and Ezra visited at eleven thirty 
that morning and escorted me to the Salvation 
Army hall for a surprise party, which was a huge 
success. 

 
We had an interesting dinner that night and 

I was over indulged with gifts.  I got everything 
from a basic card from my mother, which pulled 
out a few more tears, which I was surprised at 
since I barely knew her.  I also got a car, a 
computer, a notebook, and a cheque for fifteen 
hundred dollars, not that I needed any of it, but it 
was a nice thought. 
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Chapter 5 
Funeral 

I turned up at the house the next day just 
before the truck arrived to move everything to the 
storage shed.  Yosef assisted me with packing and 
unpacking at the storage shed.  After we loaded 
the shed, I went and paid the owner the amount 
for a year and a half, which worked out around 
three grand, which I thought was cheap.  I then 
went to make sure the house was clean which 
only took about 3 hours, and then Yosef and I 
went to the real estate agent and told them that I 
want to rent out my house and got them to 
organize a reasonable rent and that I would open 
up a trust account for everything to go into. 

I went into the bank and set up a trust 
account for the house that I intend to rent out.  
The trust account was open with an initial deposit 
transfer to the value of one and a half million 
dollars, and took the trust number into the real 
estate. 

My regular trip for the next month was, Port 
Angeles to Forks and return.  We went to visit the 
attorneys of my mum’s estate; all her bills were 
all sent to the attorney.  All up, she only owed 
about fifteen thousand, which was less than I had 
expected.  That was for things like Power, Gas, 
Phone, Rates all paid up for 10 years, etc. 

I was surprised because mum had about six 
million for her expenses and I arranged with the 
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attorney that the extra if left to me, would go into 
my trust account.  So we splashed out for her 
funeral, spending one hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars, once again I was impressed about how 
thorough everything fell into place. 

Then we went to the will reading to listen to 
what mum wanted and we were once again 
surprised by the result. 

The follow people arrived for the reading of 
the will, Bill and Sara Booth, The attorney, Jean 
and Amiel my 'foster' parents loosely described,  
Yosef and Ezra, for support, Anna’s Grandmother 
Hannah and myself. 

The attorney got up and said “is everyone 
present for the reading of the will?  Shall we begin 
then?  Anna had a lot of finances as you would no 
doubt be aware, in this will there is about eighty 
seven million accounted for. 

“All House’s go to her daughter, Rachel.  
There are a total of six.  One in Forks, One in Port 
Angeles, One in Australia, two in New Zealand, 
and one in Washington DC. 

“Shares: We have about fifty Million in 
shares all up, which all to Rachel.  The shares are 
for various companies listed of this sheet which I 
will give Rachel.  She has assets to the value of 
ten million including but not limited to 3 
supermarkets, one in Forks, one in Port Angeles 
and one in Aberdeen all of which here in 
Washington state.  More about that on the assets 
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list, which Rachel will receive before she goes 
home today. 

“To Hannah, Anna’s’ Grandmother, Anna 
gives an extra fifteen million in cash and suggests 
that she goes and visits her extended family. 

“Also there is six million for expenditures 
and funeral costs.  From the six million about two 
hundred thousand goes to pay for bills and funeral 
expenses and the other five point eight million to 
be divided amongst three companies.  The 
Salvation Army gets Two Million, The RSPCA gets 
Two Million and the Forks Expansion Committee 
get one point eight million.  Finally there is three 
million which will go into Rachel's Trust account 
that she has opened for her houses. 

All together totaling ninety million included 
in this will.  Also I believe there is an undisclosed 
amount given to Rachel for general Expenditure.  
All shares and bonds etc protected until Rachel 
achieves twenty one years of age excluding the 
trust that Rachel herself has set up, but all houses 
will go into there, however there are three bank 
accounts totaling up to forty five million which 
Rachel has access to right away.  That is all for 
the reading of the will today.” 

As we walked out of the office Hannah came 
up to me and said, “Hello Rachel.  My name is 
Hannah I am your great grandmother.  This is the 
first time I have met you that you can probably 
remember but I met you once before.” 
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I asked “why have you not come to 
introduce yourself since then?” 

Hannah explained “your mother lost contact 
with me and I only found out when the paper 
advertised her death.  I am glad that we have a 
chance to meet and look forward to our future.”  
She left then and said as she walked away, “I’ll 
talk to you later, OK Rachel?” 

“OK” I replied. 
When everyone left me, I looked at the 

asset list which read as follows. 
 
Anna has assets to the value of twenty million including 

but not limited to the following: 
A luxury boat to the value of one million 
A BMW Car to the value of five hundred thousand 
A Rolls Royce to the value of five hundred thousand 
3 supermarkets to the value of eighteen million 

1 in Forks to the value of five million 
1 in Port Angeles to the value of eight million 
1 in Aberdeen to the value of five million 

 
All to go to Rachel in the event of Anna’s Death 
 
After I had completed reading the 

document, I was in shock until I took it in.  Then 
we went to the funeral. 

At the funeral we had a great service.  My 
mother’s internment was at the Forks cemetery 
where she was buried next to her husband, 
Joseph McIsaac. 
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Chapter 6 
Port Angeles 

The next day, I went to the College 
reception “Hello, My name is Rachel McIsaac, and 
I have just moved to Port Angeles from Forks as 
my Mother has just died.  I have been at the 
Forks Community College, studying Computer 
Manufacturing and programming.  I was 
wondering if you had the same classes that they 
hosted in Forks.” 

The receptionist frowned and replied to me, 
“I am sorry, but we do not host these papers.  
You could always travel to Forks to complete your 
papers, or Seattle.” 

I replied, “That is over two hours drive to 
Seattle, I can’t travel that far for my classes.  
That is just ridiculous.  Are there any other 
options available to me for these subjects?” 

She frowned and said, “No sorry, I don't 
believe so.  You could always move back to Forks 
if you really want to study these subjects.”   

I just rolled my eyes and said, “If I could 
remain in Forks and complete my studies don’t 
you think that that is exactly what I would have 
done?” 

I walked out frustrated.  Thinking there 
must be a better way.  Sighing, I wondered what 
I could do.  I can’t go back to Forks where the 
papers I want are, I can’t go to High school what 
else can I do?  I decided to go home to talk to 
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Amiel for her advice, so I went to see Amiel.  
Amiel thought before saying “I suggest that we go 
see Sara.  What do you think about that, Rachel?”  
I thought about that before saying, “I don’t think 
so just yet, I mean they have both been a lot of 
help, but I think that this is a situation where I 
need to think about alone, I don’t even know why 
I came here about that one.  Hang on… Does the 
College here have management papers?  I just 
remembered that I own a couple of 
supermarkets.” 

So I went to the college to check out other 
courses and found one that might help me with 
the supermarkets.  I still can’t believe I forgot 
that one.  The administrator came to me and 
noticed who I was and sighed.  “Can I help you 
with anything else Miss McIsaac?” 

I responded “I require some type of 
management study, I saw this course on 
advanced management, and I was wondering if I 
could enroll on it.  Could you please let me know 
what is included in it?  Does it match the needs I 
require for supermarket management?” 

The administrator rolled her eyes again, and 
said, “I have no idea.  It depends on the 
management area you require experience in.”  So 
I decided to try it, so I enrolled in the papers that 
would take about one year and promptly went to 
the bank for a bank card for my new accounts I 
could access. 



Two Minds Become One 

Page 48 of 118 © Robert Ward, 2011 

I walked into the bank with my Birth 
Certificate, gratefully I remembered to pick it up, 
and said to the administrator “Hello I am Rachel 
McIsaac and I need some assistance I am sure 
you can help me.  My mother recently died and I 
have inherited a few Supermarkets.  Could you 
please inform me as to insurance required and a 
bank card for my accounts please?” 

The administrator asked” do you have a 
birth certificate?”  So I gave it to her at which 
time she used her computer to check her up in 
the system.  Then she said, “Well Miss McIsaac, I 
see here that you have a few accounts each with 
fifteen million each, so how would you like to do 
this?” 

I thought about that and I assumed that it 
was the three accounts from the will.  So she 
asked “are the accounts from the will?”  The 
Administrator looked on the computer and said “I 
do not believe so most of these accounts are 
about ten years old.”  I commented “Interesting.  
Would it be easier to have all the money into the 
one account?  Or would you recommend having 
separate accounts?” 

She smiled and said “most of the funds in 
the accounts are at the maximum of what they 
can hold.  What I will do though, is ensure they 
are all under the same base number and linked to 
the one card.”  I smiled and said “thank you for 
that and I also thank you for your assistance into 
this matter.”  The administrator did as she said 
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she would and got a debit card and handed it to 
me.  I put on a pin and left.  I then went into see 
my attorney so that I could officially appoint 
Amiel as a legal agent so that she could open 
accounts for the supermarkets and I received the 
official documents for it and I walked home. 

So when I walked inside Amiel and I spent 
about one hour discussing the idea of 
management classes to enable me to get the 
skills I would required for the jobs that I have. 

I gave Amiel the papers and the ownership 
and asked her to perform a few odd jobs for me 
as my agent, and I got her to open a bank 
account for each supermarket, and take the 
account number to the supermarket manager, 
with the official notification of change of 
ownership.  She became my agent so she freely 
did as I asked her to.  I also decided that she 
would receive a salary for the work she put into it.  
I decided that about fifty two thousand per year 
would suit. 

I started the management papers and was a 
huge success with the classes. 

One month later I went to see how much 
money was in the supermarket accounts and I 
was mildly surprised to see how much was there.  
There was about one point five million per 
account.  I went home and continued studying my 
management papers making a cameo at my 
supermarkets while doing so. 
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Six months through my papers, I decided it 
was time to sit my License here in Port Angeles.  
So I headed to my Doctor and said “Hello, Doc, I 
have come to get clearance for my license and to 
commence having relationships please” 
The Doctor looked up my file and said “OK Rachel, 
Before I give you your clearance, I need to do a 
few exams on you if you do not mind.” 
“Sure” I commented.  
“OK” he said, “I’ll just go and get a nurse, as 
there are a few tests that I need the nurse to 
perform as well.” 
With that, he walked out the door and returned in 
about half a minute with a thin lady who was 
about forty five years old.  About five foot even, 
and had very black hair.  “Rachel, this is Nurse 
Joanne O’Conner.  She will ensure the ‘female 
parts’ are working so that we can give you 
clearance for relationships, but first, I need to do 
a full physical.  So she will also remain here as it 
is company policy, as well as the law.” 

He commenced the full physical starting 
with my eyes, and peripheral vision.  Then went 
onto the other tests he needed to do.  “OK Rachel 
that is the physical complete, now I’ll leave you 
with the nurse to perform the other tests.  OK?” 
“OK” I answered. 
With that, he closed the curtain, and walked out 
of the door, half a minute, in came another nurse.  
Nurse O’Conner said, “Rachel, This is Nurse Paula 
Adamson, she is here to assist me if that is OK.” 
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“Sure” I said. 
Nurse Adamson was a nice tall nurse, about five 
nine inches.  I was secretly wondering if she used 
to be a guy. She did her best to assist Nurse 
O’Conner who was looking at the more sexual 
aspects, to ensure everything works well and was 
effective. 
“Thank you Rachel, the doctor will be back in here 
within five minutes, please get dressed again” 
Nurse O’Conner said, and walked out.  The doctor 
came back in just as I put on my jacket and said 
“OK Rachel, I am going to give you clearance for 
your license and for relationships but I will only 
give you one medical certificate for your license.  
OK?” 
I smiled and said, “Thanks Doc.  I also want to 
return to Forks soon.” 
He smiled and gave me the medical certificate.  
As I left, I went to the nearest DMV agent and sat 
for my license, which I passed first shot as I was 
expecting.  In the six months, I sat the final step, 
which I passed again.  Six months later, I had my 
full car license which was an Enhanced Drivers 
License, and my management papers were 
complete. 
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Chapter 7 
Back to Forks 

One year after completing my management 
papers, when I was twenty, I decided it was time 
to head to my supermarkets to take over the 
official operations of them.  Before I went to 
perform this job, I decided I better go and get a 
mobile phone.  So I walked into the store and 
purchased the most effective one I saw and 
ensured the number was on a business card that I 
went to get printed up.  I also wanted to formally 
offer the general managers their jobs back. 

 
I decided before I did that, I had better do 

it right and legal so I went into a attorney with 
the paperwork as to who the managers are and 
their pays and so on and so forth, and explained 
“Hello, I am Rachel McIsaac.  My mother died last 
year and left me three supermarkets and I have 
decided that I want to offer the managers their 
jobs back.  I was wondering if you can please put 
together a few contracts, with an escape clause 
for both parties for supermarket managers.” 
The attorney looked at me and smiled.  
“Certainly, Miss McIsaac, we would be more than 
happy to do this for you.  We will get the 
paperwork sorted out for you.  Do you have their 
names by any chance?” 
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I handed him my folders and said, “Ill be 
back in about one week to pick these up and to 
pay you.  How much would I be looking at?” 

He smiled and said, “Our standard service is 
five hundred per year, per business, but for more 
than one business it knocks off ten percent each 
business, making it twelve hundred dollars total 
for all three.”  I considered that and commented, 
“Deal.  I will see you in one week for the contracts 
and for payment.  I’ll see you with thirteen 
hundred.  Oh, before I forget, I want them all to 
have a ten percent pay raise as well please.” 

 
I walked into the attorneys a week later, 

paid the thirteen hundred, took the contracts and 
decided to go and fulfill my duty as owner of three 
supermarkets  

I walked into the first supermarket in Port 
Angeles since that is where I was at the time and 
offered the manager the new contract and 
everything.  I then went into Aberdeen and did 
the same. 

It was about then when I decided it was 
time to move back to my home in Forks, so I 
went to Amiel and Jean and said “Before I start to 
say what I want to say, I want to thank you for 
your hospitality and I also want to emphasize 
that, with your permission, I would love it very 
much if we could remain close friends, however I 
feel it is time that I returned to Forks.  I will miss 
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you both, but I will also return every so often and 
visit… But only if that is OK with you two.” 

Jean and Amiel looked at each other and 
said “It was a pleasure having you here, Rachel, 
and we would love to remain very close friends.  
It is a shame that it is time for you return to 
forks, but I hope it will also be OK if we visit you 
as well.  And it will be no problems for you to visit 
us.” 

“Of course it is, I would love you to visit, 
and stay if you so need” I responded, “The more 
the merrier.  Also please accept this donation as a 
token of my gratitude.  I know it is not much, but 
I think it will help you both out.”  I handed them a 
cheque for fifty thousand dollars, and said “please 
do not try to give it back to me, as I will only put 
it into your bank account.  And I would be greatly 
offended as well.” 

I went to the phone and rang the real estate 
agent and said, “Hello, My name is Rachel McIsaac 
and I have a house that you guys are renting out 
for me.  How much written notification is required 
before I can move back into my house?” 

They said, “You are required to give at least 
three weeks written notification before you are 
can move in.” 

I responded, “Does it need to be hand 
written or typed and e-mailed?” 

They said “It is required to be written 
notification in the eyes of the Law, but it does not 
describe exactly how it is to be written.” 
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“OK, thanks, ill write a letter to you and will 
formally inform you about it and when I require to 
move back in.  Thanks for your service.” 

“No Worries Miss McIsaac, Have a great 
day.  Bye” 

“Bye” 
I hung up the phone and sat at the table 

and wrote a letter giving five weeks written 
notification of termination of contract as I 
required the house back.  And I sent it to them 
via the post. 

 
So I left Port Angeles five weeks later and headed 
back to Forks in my new car. 

When I got to Forks I went and purchased 
some flowers, then decided that I had to go visit 
my parent’s graves and put the flowers on the 
graves.  I then went to the supermarket with the 
new contract and secured the manager’s job for 
him. 

 
A few days later, I decided to visit Yosef, 

and was surprised to see a very attractive young 
man.  I looked at him and before I could thing 
about what I was was going to say, I asked him 
“So tell my, Yosef, are you still wanting to go out 
with me?  Or has that idea left you now?” 

He looked at me and said, “I am definitely 
still wanting to go out with you but I was waiting 
for you doctor to give you the clear” 
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I smiled at him and said, “Well doctor has 
now cleared me, so I was wondering...” 

at the he stopped me in my steps and said, 
“OK, it is my part to say this Rachel, so, will you 
go out with me Rachel?” 

I smiled at him, leaned forward toward him, 
and said “Sure Yosef, I will go out with you.” 

And at that we decided to go on a date with 
him.  We decided to go and see a movie called 
‘The truth about my way’ and then went out to a 
meal at a restaurant.  We both had a great night 
and agreed to another date a week later. 

I was surprised that I was even interested 
in Yosef like this.  I mean up until about two years 
ago, I was a guy, but every time I looked at 
Yosef, I felt my heart give a few extra pumps and 
I felt happy to see him.  I knew due to my past… 
life? Perhaps that was the correct word… what this 
meant to me.  I hoped it was not just infatuation, 
I mean; I just met this guy about what three 
years ago?  Wow now that I look at it that way, I 
am surprised that I did not realize it before. 

So I decided to go and see a councilor in the 
form of Lieutenant Sara Booth.  I went in and 
said, “Hello, Sara, I have a slight problem that I 
need to talk to you about.  Is that OK with you?” 
“Sure” she said, “What’s up?” 
“I know you know about my past, which is why I 
want, no need to talk to you about it.  I have just 
started a relationship with Yosef.  I am however 
concerned about this as well.  I mean, he is my 
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friend, and I am sure I am ready for a relationship 
with him, but I might be getting in over my head. 

“I feel happy to see him and I look forward 
to meeting with him but I am confused.  I mean 
yeah he is a cute guy to me, and he is friendly to 
me and we talk freely and openly, but I don’t 
want to ruin my friendship with him.  I don’t know 
what to do.  What is your advice about this 
situation?” 

She thought for a moment before saying 
“you know something, when I first saw you and 
Yosef together, I thought you two were already in 
a relationship.  You were talking so openly, freely 
and the way he looked at you and you at him, you 
both looked… protective? Is that the right word I 
am looking for?  I’ll use it any way, you both 
looked at each other in a very protective manner.  
But it was also very provocative as well.  I talked 
to Ezra about it when you were, preoccupied and 
she agreed that you seemed very close together.  
She was also concerned about your past, but she 
seemed relieved when you both seemed to share 
the same feelings. 

But it is more than that.  You two are like in 
a sense what, magnets?  You both seem drawn to 
each other, when one moves, so does the other. 

“My advice, as I am sure you would have 
guessed, is to pray about it, talk to him and see if 
he even feels the same way toward you.  See 
what God wants you to do, and act on that.” 
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I thought about that before I said “but when 
we open ourselves up to relationships like this, 
there is an opportunity that things might backfire 
and I might lose my friend.  I can’t stand if that 
happens.  But do you know the worst part about 
it?  I was a counselor when I was Alan, so I knew 
what you would say as well, but I did not want to 
act on it without talking to you as well.” 

We talked a bit more about it, and I decided 
to approach Yosef, I had my second date in about 
three days so I thought that would be a perfect 
time to talk to him about it. 

I prayed about things at six pm and he 
turned up at my house, at six thirty, for a seven 
pm movie.  So we went to the movie, which was a 
remake of an old classic called ‘the day the earth 
stood still’ and then went to dinner at a 
restaurant.  I decided that this was as better time 
as ever, so I said “Yosef, I feel I need to talk to 
you, but I don’t want to scare you off do you 
mind?” 
“Not at all” he said.  
“You see I have a slight problem, but I don’t want 
to lose you as a friend.  This is my concerns but 
please don’t get offended, but I know you know 
about my past, which is why I want, no need to 
talk to you about it.  I am interested in you, but 
you are my best friend, and I am  sure I am ready 
for a relationship with you, I feel drawn to you, I 
feel happy to see you and I look forward to 
meeting with you but I am also confused.  I mean 
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you are friendly and we talk freely and openly, 
but I don’t want to ruin my friendship with you, 
which I might just have done.” 

He looked right me with his fork half way up 
to his mouth and said as he placed his fork down 
again, “OK so you do have a problem don’t you, 
but I don’t think it is that big and you will not lose 
me as your friend.  I do know about your past, 
which is why I need to respond to you about this 
now that you have opened it.  I am very 
interested in you as well and I am sure that I am 
ready for a relationship with you, but I feel drawn 
to you as well, I feel happy to see you and I look 
forward to meeting with you but I am prepared to 
try if you want to.  I mean you are friendly to me 
and we talk like we belong together, but I don’t 
want to ruin my friendship with you either.  Do 
you want to see how things go and see what 
happens?” 

I was relieved about this suggestion so I 
said, “Yes, I would love to see how things go 
between us.  But for now, can we keep this 
between just you and me as I am a little bit 
concerned about what everyone will say.  I need 
to talk to Sara Booth about it, and I am happy for 
you to talk to Bill Booth if you want to as well, I 
am going to talk to Sara tomorrow about things 
and I am sure that this will come up.  Do you 
mind me talking to her?” 

“That is fine, but I can’t talk to Bill about 
this as I don’t know him like you apparently do, 
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but I want to talk to someone.  I have a counselor 
here that I sometimes talk to about things, his 
name is Jo Peterson.  Do you mind if I talk to him 
instead of Bill Booth?”  He asked. 

“That is fine; I will see you tomorrow after I 
see Sara anyway.  OK?” 

“Sure” He responded, “but lets’ enjoy dinner 
first, OK Rachel?” 
So we sat, enjoyed dinner and listened to the 
music.  I finished my dinner first so I sat and 
looked into his eyes, which were a beautiful 
chocolate brown and as he looked at me, they 
sparkled.  I smiled at him and he smiled at me. 

When we had finished eating, I called for 
the check, but he was such a gentleman, he 
asked how much his half was.  I looked at him 
before I commented, “twenty five dollars, but ill 
cover it for you.  You paid for the movies” 

He smiled and tried to argue, but I did not 
let him get his way.  I paid the full amount, and 
then we stood up, and left together.  I drove 
Yosef home to his place, and dropped him off.  I 
went home and rang Sara and explained 
everything.  “I’ll talk to you about it tomorrow 
morning at about ten thirty.  Is that OK, Rachel” 
she asked.  
“Sure” I commented, “I’ll talk to you about it 
then, thanks again” 

“No worries Rachel that’s why I’m here.” 
Then I decided to go to bed and it took over an 
hour to go to sleep, because I was thinking about 
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Yosef and our discussion tonight and what I would 
be saying to Sara tomorrow morning. 

 
When I woke up the next morning, it was 

early, about five thirty, I opened the curtains and 
admired the fine day.  I also made a mental note 
to go to the beach, perhaps with Yosef if he is 
available, and enjoy some time at First beach in 
La Push like I wanted to do a few years ago.  So I 
went and open up my supermarket so the other 
workers could enter it, and then went for 
breakfast.    It was still too early to do anything, 
so I started to drive to Port Angeles and parked at 
the beach and waited until about ten fifteen, 
before going to see Sara. 

I walked in and promptly said “I went out to 
dinner with Yosef and had a chat to him.  I said to 
him Yosef, I feel I need to talk to you, but I don’t 
want to scare you off do you mind? He said Not at 
all. 

“So I said that I have a slight problem, but I 
don’t want to lose him as a friend, but this is my 
concern.  I also asked him not to get offended, 
but I know he know about my past, which is why 
I want, no need to talk to him about it.  I said 
that I am interested in him, but he is my friend, 
and I am not too sure if I am ready for a 
relationship with him, but I feel drawn to him, 
attracted to him.  I feel happy to see him and I 
look forward to meeting with him but I’m also 
confused.  I mean he is a friendly guy and we talk 
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freely and openly, but I don’t want to ruin our 
friendship, which I might just have done. 

“He looked right me put his fork down and 
said that I do have a bit of a problem.  But he 
does not think it is that big and that I will not lose 
me as my friend.  He also said that he does know 
about my past, which is why he needed to 
respond to my statement about this, now that I 
opened it. 

“He said that he is very interested in me as 
well but he is not too sure if he’s ready for a 
relationship yet, but he does feel drawn to me as 
well, he feels the same way about me as I feel 
about him but he is prepared to try if that is what 
I really want to do. 

“He also said that I am a great lady who is 
friendly and we talk like we belong together, and 
he does not want to ruin our friendship either.  He 
asked if I want to see how things go and see what 
happens. 

“I was relieved when he said this so I said, 
Yes, I would love to see how things go between 
us.  But for now, can we keep this just between 
him and me as I am a little bit concerned about 
what everyone will say about it.  I said that I 
needed to talk to you about it, and I am happy for 
him to talk to Bill if he wants to, I said that I was 
coming to talk to you today about things and I he 
could come up with me if he wanted and that I 
was sure that this would come up. 
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“I asked if he minded me talking to you and 
he said that that is fine, but he can’t talk to Bill 
about this as he does not really know him like I 
do, but he want to talk to someone else.  He has 
a counselor in forks that he sometimes talks to 
about things, his name is Jo Peterson.  He asked 
if I minded if he talks to him instead of Bill.  I said 
that that was fine; and that I would see you 
tomorrow after I talked to you. But I’m not sure 
what to do now or where this could go.  That is 
why I need to talk to you.” 

 
She thought about that before commenting, 

“I think you did the right thing, but did you pray 
about it?” 
I nodded, and she went on to say “OK then, It 
sounds like you both feel the same way about 
each other, so how about if you just give it some 
time, Rachel?  Let things develop naturally and 
see what happens?” 

I had to think about this and I said to her, 
“OK, thanks, I’ll keep praying about it, and see 
what happens about it then.  Thanks Sara.” 
“That is quite all right, Rachel.  But I am a little 
bit concerned about something.  Do you know 
what it is?” 
I thought about that before I answered her, and I 
said, “My past… life I supposed you could call it, 
the fact that I used to be Alan, the fact that I 
used to be attracted to women, and now I seem  
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to be attracted to men.  Is it possible that my 
body has altered that?” 

“Anything is possible Rachel, but I am not a 
psychologist.  I am sure you see the problem 
here, you just told me the same issue.  You were 
are guy, who has spent over thirty years being 
attracted to females, and now you have been a 
woman for three years, and you are attracted to 
guys.  I am sure that everyone who know about 
the situation would be concerned about this as 
well. 

“The only thing that I can consider is the 
fact that you have been praying and acting as a 
female for the last 3 years, perhaps it is having a 
permanent affect on you.  

Anyway, I’ll let you go to do your next 
thing, but be careful.  OK, Rachel?” 

“OK then Sara, thanks.” I said and then I 
walked out.  Got to my car and drove home to 
forks to get my bathing suit and to ring Yosef 
about the idea of going to the beach. 

As I got home I found a chest there.  I went 
to it and opened it.  There inside it on the very 
top I saw a letter which had written on the 
envelope 'Read me before going through this chest' so I 
brought it inside my house and placed it in my 
lounge.  I opened the chest and read the letter 
inside. 

Rachel, 
 In this chest you will find everything that 

belonged to your mother, Mrs. Anna McIsaac.  Please go 
through it before you make a decision as to whether or not you 
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would like to keep this chest and all contents, there are items in 
here that I want you to have and to know. 

Sincerely 
Mrs. A McIsaac 

At reading this letter I decided to place the 
chest carefully into my mothers room and I locked 
the door.  I was seriously thinking about 
forgetting about it.  Instead I  decided to leave it 
for a later date. 
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Chapter 8 
Realizations 

I drove about an hour back home, and had 
a shower.  Checked my watch and discovered that 
it was about 11.30.  I then rang Yosef and said to 
him, “Hello, Yosef” 

“Hello Rachel, What can I do for you so late 
in the morning?” 

“I was thinking about having a picnic at 
First Beach, La Push, and I was wondering if you 
were interested in the idea about coming with me 
to the beach for a picnic?” 

“I would love to come, what time are we 
leaving?” 

“I am packing for the picnic now, why don’t 
you look for your bathing suit and I'll pick you up 
around twelve thirty.  That gives you about an 
hour to get ready, and I’ll stop at the 
supermarket to get something nice for lunch.  
How does that sound?” 

“Sure Hun, I’ll see you in then.  Bye” 
“Bye” I responded 

I then went to pack up, and get everything 
ready.  I got my handbag and made sure my 
purse and my keys were in it, and I got my stuff, 
put it in the car, and locked up the house.  I got 
into the car, and went to pick up Yosef wondering 
how he would consider things. 

I then went to the supermarket, and we 
both went in.  We decided to get Ham, Buns, 



Two Minds Become One 

Page 67 of 118 © Robert Ward, 2011 

Cheese slices, butter slices, sparkling grape juice 
and a few cups.  So we were on the road by one, 
got to La Push by about one thirty, parked the 
car, got our stuff and went and enjoyed our 
picnic. 

He commented, “So Rachel, Tell me, what 
was your intention on coming here today?  Were 
you thinking about another date or were you just 
enjoying the day so much you were wondering if I 
could ruin it for you?” 

That took me by surprise, I never 
contemplated this would even count as a date.  “I 
was enjoying the day, after my meeting with Sara 
and I thought I might go to the beach to chillax.  I 
also thought that you might enjoy it as well. 

“I guess you could call it a date if you want, 
but I don’t actually think that applies as I only 
give you an hours warning.  How does that sound 
Huh?” 

He smiled and said, “I hope you know that 
you can ask me to go anywhere at any time as 
long as I am not working.  Don’t you?” 

“Yeah I know that.  I guess it's time to get 
changed into bathing suits now don’t you think?” 

I went to get changed into my bathing suit 
and went back to the car expecting Yosef to be 
there already, but he wasn't.  So I waited for him 
reading a book I had in the car.  I also had a bad 
feeling about today, but I did not understand 
what it was. 
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He turn up less than a minute after I did so 
I said “What took so long?  I thought guys 
normally wait for the females.  I was expecting 
you to be first and complain about how long I 
took.” 

He laughed and said “sorry, I had misplaced 
my bathing suit and had to come back to the car 
to find it.” 

At that, we went into the ocean for a bit of a 
swim, we were happy for a while.  Then after 
about four hours, which seemed like five minutes, 
we decided it would be about time for us to go 
home.  It was the same time that I realized 
something important that I should have realized 
before.  It was subtle but obviously true. 

What was so obvious to me which I should 
have seen before now is the fact that we both 
liked each other more than that of standard 
friends. 

I wanted to believe that we were interested 
with each other, I mean sometimes these things 
just get up and smack you in the face.  I had a 
few reasons for this.  One, I looked forward to 
seeing him, two, I looked forward to seeing him 
and mainly, three, I often ring his number just to 
listen to his voice, and finally did I mention I 
looked forward to seeing him? 

I had to conclude that, logically but 
regretfully, I was actually falling in love with him.  
How did he feel about me tho?  This made me 
wonder.  Do I have feelings that are not returned?  
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Do I have feelings that are returned?  Oh well, I 
thought, perhaps I should think about dressing up 
for this evening. 

We both decided it was time to get changed 
and head off to have something for dinner.  After 
all, four hours is a long time to swim.  So we got 
changed into our clothes and headed off, back to 
Forks. 

 
We got back to Forks, Yosef invited me into 

his house for a coffee, so he could get changed, 
and so that we could go out for dinner.  He 
quickly got changed into what almost looked like 
a tuxedo, but not quite.  He wore black shoes, 
black dress trousers, white shirt and a black tie, 
with a navy blue dress jacket.  He was so 
elaborately dressed that he  made me feel under-
dressed.  My mouth fell open as I noted what he 
wore it took a few seconds for me to find my 
mouth and remember how to close it. 

So we got into my car after my coffee, 
struggling to keep my eyes on the road, and 
headed to my house so that I could get changed 
into something more... appropriate.  I walked in, 
made Yosef a coffee this time, and went upstairs 
for a shower.  I then got dressed in my most 
elaborate outfit, and carefully walked downstairs.  
He looked at me like he was first seeing me again, 
and I was touched.  I wore a light blue dress 
which had a frilly lace hem around the neck and 
arms, I found one of mums’ necklaces which I 
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also put on and a white throw over to cover the 
short sleeves.  It almost looked like an acceptable 
garment that I wore taking into account his outfit. 

When he saw me, his mouth dropped open 
and it looked like he was trying to remember how 
to close it this time.  Mind you, I was the same for 
me when he came down after her got changed.  
He said, “Oh Rachel.  You look gorgeous I can’t 
believe that you would dress up so much just for 
me, you are so… breathtakingly beautiful.” 

“I dressed up for you because you dressed 
up for me; you look handsome by the way.  You 
were so beautiful in your clothing that I had to 
decide to wear something suitable.  Now are we 
going out to dinner or not?” 

Yosef looked at me, smiled shyly and asked 
“where are you wanting to go? What are you in 
the mood to enjoy?” 

I looked at him, smiled back and answered 
his questions with another question.  “what are 
you in the mood to eat?  I am open to almost 
anything, to a degree.” 

At that, he smiled and lifted his eyebrows 
almost into his hairline, and asked ”meaning what 
exactly?” 

“Perhaps it's time for you to decide what we 
are doing for dinner or I will.” I commented. 

He seemed to think a bit more abruptly 
about it then and said “I have an idea, what do 
you think about pasta dishes? Or possibly a Bacon 
Benny or something.” 
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I looked at him, surprised at the suggestion 
and said to him, “A bacon Benny?  You want a 
Bacon Eggs Benedict for dinner?  That is a 
breakfast dish, besides I am allergic to bacon, 
pork, and pig products so that ain't really an 
option.  How about the Forks Coffee Shop And 
Family Restaurant and have 6 oz top sirloin with 
sautéed mushrooms followed by a Berry Cobbler 
and Ice Cream.  Hows that sound?” 

“yeah, OK, sounds great.  Can we have a 
wine as well?” 

I thought about that and I said, “Actually I 
was thinking about a champaign when we got 
home.” 

“What are we celebrating?”  he asked. 
“Why do we have to be celebrating to enjoy 

a nice meal and drink champaign?, but yes we are 
celebrating.  We are celebrating... well never 
mind then” 

At that, he laughed at me and said, “OK, we 
will go to a restaurant and enjoy your 6 oz Top 
Sirloin with sautéed mushrooms followed by a 
berry cobbler and ice cream but ill see how it goes 
before I say anything about celebrations.” 

 
At that, we went to the car and went to the 

restaurant, sat down and ordered my 6 oz Top 
Sirloin and sautéed Mushrooms with a drink of 
champaign and sat to start eating.  About half 
way through the meal, I started feeling woozy 
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and I got concerned.  The waitress came out and 
asked “Is everything OK?” 

I responded by saying, “may I please have 
a look at the menu again and talk to the chef?” 

“OK ill just get them for you” she replied 
about half a minute later she emerged with 

the menu, and said “the chef will be out in a few 
minutes” 

I picked up the menu and I went straight to 
the Top Sirloin and look at the ingredients and 
check the allergies section again and saw nothing. 

The chef came out and asked “Is everything 
OK?” 

I looked at him and said “Exactly what is in 
the Top Sirloin?” 

He looked at me and asked “are you allergic 
to something?” 

“Yes” 
He looked concerned and asked, “What are 

you allergic to?” 
I said “Pig Products like Pork, Bacon and 

things made from pig” 
He looked concerned, and said, “We use 

pork for all our Sirloins” 
At that I started loosing conciseness as I 

heard Yosef request “Please call an ambulance 
urgently, I am concerned that she is having a 
severe allergic reaction to the pork.” 

When I woke up, I was in hospital again.  
The Doctor walked in and said “Hello, Rachel, You 
are in hospital as you had an allergic reaction to 
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the Pork that you had for dinner.  Why did you 
have it?” 

I thought and replied, “As far as I know, 
Sirloin is from a cow, not a pig.  I do not 
understand why it is not advertised as Pork 
Sirloin.  I think I should write a letter to Forks 
Coffee shop and Family restaurant and 
recommend that they change the menu to alert 
people to that.” 

The Doctor looked concerned.  “Why would 
a family restaurant make that kind of mistake?  
Perhaps we should get it investigated.  We gave 
you adrenalin, and we will keep an eye on you for 
shock and other complications.” 

After that, I was kept in for another day 
before they released me.  The next day, I was 
given some adrenalin and a 'medic alert' necklace, 
which the Doctor put on me, and sent me home.  
I went home got changed into my night gown and 
went to bed to sleep. 

The next day, I got up, had a shower, went 
into my room and got changed.  I looked at the 
clock and it was seven in the morning.  I had 
some toast for breakfast and went to see my 
dietitian.  I walked into the office.  Joan was 
sitting at the desk and she looked up as I came 
in.  “Hello, Joan, I have just been released from 
hospital for an allergic reaction while I thought I 
was eating a beef meal of Top Sirloin, just to find 
out it was Pork quite unexpectedly.  I have 
decided to go full vegetarian.  Can I please have 
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some recipes for some meals which, I hope, will 
help me to stay out of Hospital.” 

At that, Joan said “Do you want to have 
things like Milk, Eggs, Gelatin products and that 
sort of thing?” 

I frowned at her and asked “What does that 
stuff have to do with vegetarianism? I thought 
vegetarianism was only to do with meat.” 

Joan smiled and said, “This is a common 
misconception as it also contains meat products.  
Anything that comes from animals.  Examples 
include, Meat, Eggs, Milk, Cream, Cheese, Gelatin 
etc.  There is a massive area that is animal 
products.  There are classifications of 
vegetarianism they include lacto-vegetarian diet 
includes dairy products but not eggs.  An ovo-
lacto vegetarian diet includes both eggs and dairy 
products.  Then there is An ovo-vegetarian diet 
includes eggs but not dairy products  A vegan diet 
excludes all animal products, such as eggs, dairy 
products, and honey”. 

I said “I did not realize there was so much 
to take into account.”   I thought about it before 
saying “I think that Vegan would probably be the 
safest but I am not to sure how to cook vegan 
food.” 

Joan said, “well I can find you some recipes 
for Vegan cooking if that is what you want.  There 
are plenty of reasons why people go vegetarian 
and since yours is medical no one can complain.  
Other reasons are religion, cultural, relationships 
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and the list goes on.  Therefore what I will do is 
since you need support, I'll put you in touch with 
a support group.  There is also an website ill give 
you, here, it is http://www.vegan-food.net/.  That 
has a members section and they will e-mail you 
recipes.  The support group will contact you within 
the next week.  Is that OK with you Rachel?” 

“Yes thank you very much, Joan.” I 
answered.  And I left. 

I then went around to see Yosef and he 
answered almost immediately and said “Hey 
there, how are you today?” 

I replied “I am heaps better thanks, but I 
lost my dress.  I have just finished at the dietitian 
and took heed of her advice.  She recommended 
that I look seriously look into becoming a 
vegetarian.  I have decided to become a vegan.  
Which means no meat, and no animal products.  
What do you think about that?” 

He looked at me as if he was in shock.  
“Vegan?  You decided to become a vegan?  Isn't 
that a bit extreme ain't it?  I mean I know about 
you reaction to pig, but no meat, cheese, milk 
and that sort of thing?  Why so extreme?” 

I was actually quite surprised at his 
response.  “I have decided that vegan would be 
safer for me because you never know what meat 
products they use in some dishes, so I think that 
it would be easier just to say no meat full stop.” 

He looked at me, still surprised and said, 
“but no animal products?  Milk, butter, cheese, 
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anything like that?  I understand about the meat, 
and the sauce, but the others?” 

I sighed, “I thought you would be happy 
about it.  I found what can help me with my 
allergy and I thought you would be happy about 
it.  I think I might go home and look into 
something that I can eat.  Bye Yosef.  I'll talk to 
you later.  OK?” 

Yosef looked to me and was dumbfounded 
“No Wait, why are you reacting like this, I only 
say this as I care for you.  If you change your 
entire diet, it will be harder for you.” 

“I am doing this because a lot of animal 
products contain pig products, and all it says in 
that case is 'may contain animal products' and I 
wont know until I have a reaction that it is a pig 
product.” 

He thought about that and commented 
“Perhaps you are right, maybe that is the safest 
way for you to work it out, but I still think that it 
is extreme.” 

“I agree but if you can find another way to 
guarantee I don't have pig, please let me know.  
In the mean time, Yosef, I need to do something 
that I can actually do to help myself.  I hate 
relying on others even though I do that on a 
regular basis.  I need my independence, I love my 
independence.” 

He looked at me and said “you have been 
on your own now for about how long?  3 years or 
four?” 
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I looked at him and said “about four years I 
think, oh hang on a sec, maybe not, What month 
is it?” 

“It is the 28th of September.” he replied. 
“Well in that case it is just on three years, 

five months.” I replied. 
He looked at me and smiled “OK, I have to 

go to work, so do you mind if I come to see you 
when I finish work?” 

I smiled and said “Thats fine thanks, I will 
see you later then, have a good day at work and I 
will see you later.” 
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Chapter	  9	  

Memories	  or	  past	  

At that, I went to my car to drive home.  As 
soon as I got in the house I decided to go into 
mums room and go through the chest of her stuff. 

I carried the chest down the hall and made it 
bump as it went down the stairs, hoping there 
was nothing breakable in it, and took it into the 
lounge.  I put it beside the sofa and made myself 
a cup of black coffee.  I went back into the lounge 
to put my coffee on the table beside the sofa. 

I then sat on my sofa in the lounge.  Opened 
the chest to see a photo album greeting me.  I 
pulled out the photo album and went through 
page by page, hoping to see someone that I 
recognized, but I did not.  So I closed it and put it 
on my table.  I dived back into the chest and saw 
a large bundle of envelopes.  As I opened the first 
one I saw that about half of them were to Mr. 
Joseph McIsaac and the other half were to Miss. 
Anna Boyd. 

Remembering the name in the past 
somewhere, I went up to my room and hunted for 
my Birth Certificate.  On it, there was Rachel's, 
well my parents names, Joseph McIsaac and Anna 
McIsaac.  Looking down a fraction further, I found 
what I was looking for.  Mothers maiden name, it 
was Boyd.  I went back downstairs and continued 
going through the letters.  There was one from 
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Joseph to Anna and then one from Anna to 
Joseph. 

Curious as to the past of my new family, I 
started reading the letters and discovered that my 
parents were so in love that it made my eyes tear 
up. 

At the bottom pf the pile were a few letters 
from Anna McIsaac, and when I read them, I was 
shocked.  The first one was just after Josephs 
death and my mother was heartbroken.  Quite 
often she wrote about suicide in the next few, but 
then Rachel would pop up, and it was clear to me 
that I, Rachel, was the only thing keeping Anna 
on an even keel.  The second to last one was 
about Rachel and her brain tumor and she said 
there was a plan to keep Rachel alive, but only 
with Josephs permission.  The last one mentioned 
Rachel McIsaac and Alan Peters and described 
what happen to them.  It also described what 
Rachel did to Alan when she was alone in the 
room after he was drugged.  She also said that 
Rachel actually got pregnant from that but due to 
the operation she lost the child.  Her excuse was 
that she wanted to die knowing every experience 
that she could have. 

I stopped reading at that point and was 
disgusted that Rachel, whose body I was now in, 
Raped Alan, when he could not defend himself.  It 
could be described as a date rape.  I was in 
shock, surprised that Anna knew about it and 
failed to tell me. 
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Just then, there was a knock on my door, so I 
got up and went to the door.  There standing 
behind the door was Yosef.  He smiled at me and 
I smiled back.  I invited him in and made him a 
coffee and made myself a cup of tea.  I said to 
him, “Yosef, I was thinking that I would like to go 
to New Zealand and visit my past.  Would you like 
to come?” 

He stopped with his drink half way to his lips, 
slowly looked up as if he was not expecting me to 
say that.  He said, “You know, Rachel, I really 
should not be that surprised, I mean I always 
knew that this moment in time would come up...  
I have a confession to make to you, but I don't 
know how to say it.” 

I looked at him, raised my eyebrows and 
waited for his confession. 

“When I heard that Rachel was going to die at 
first, before you came on the scene, I had known 
your family for about ten years.  Your mother 
came to me and asked if I knew any way to keep 
her alive.  I thought about that for about a week.  
Knowing that my time was running low I heard 
about a surgeon in New Zealand, A Dr. Brian 
Adams, and suggested him to your mother.  I 
recorded the article and passed the video to your 
mother. 

“She watched it, and I talked Anna into having 
the operation.  I was being selfish because I cared 
for you a little more than I expected.  When I told 
Rachel, she ended our friendship but went ahead 
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with the procedure.  Then you arrived at the 
college and I was curious as to whether it was 
Rachel or the guy that they met over there in New 
Zealand. 

“It did not take long to know for sure that you 
were from New Zealand as you looked at me like 
a stranger.  I tried to mimic the same glance, but 
I think I failed.  It look like you were interested in 
me.  I was ummm... concerned, that Anna would 
remember you of the past, but then you 
approached me and I thought that perhaps was 
my eyes that were playing up.  That was when I 
first met the new you, so since I did not know the 
new you and you did not know me, I played 
along, being careful about when you may, one 
day read the letters between your mother and 
father, so I went through them and found the 
then third to last one which mentioned that the 
idea was mine. 

“I took the letter and burned it just so you 
may not find out about me.  I did not expect this 
conversation would one day take place.” 

 
I looked at him and went well beyond anger to 

rage.  I was so angry that I could not construct 
and words, and I could not believe what he had 
just said to me.  So I just shut up, tried to control 
my thoughts and feelings which turned from 
adoration and pure detestation, finally to sorrow. 
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He seemed to see something in me change 
and he shut up real fast.  “I think I might have 
made a mistake in telling you this.” 

I looked at him and said in my most courteous 
voice, “no, you did not.  Thank you for telling me 
the truth, but I need to think things over now 
Yosef, can I talk to you about this later please?” 

I went over and opened the door to escort him 
out, and he went to say something but thought 
better of it. 

He left, turned and asked, “Do you mind if I 
call you later...” at one glance at my look he left 
without another word. 

 
I closed the door with a bit to much force, and 

the front windows all exploded.  “Damn!” I yelled, 
and Yosef looked toward my house in 
astonishment.  I went to look for the phone and 
managed to call a glazier to get my windows 
replaced and they came right around to do the 
task. 

 
The next day, I caught a flight to New Zealand 

and a link to New Plymouth, Hailed a cab and 
came into the city.  I went to Alan Peters house 
and said to a woman “Hello, My name is Rachel 
McIsaac, I was a acquaintance of Alan Peters, I 
heard he passed away, is his family still living 
here by any chance?” 

She looked at me and said, “Please come in.” 
“Thank you very much” 
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I walked in and met up with Thomas, Charles, 
Elizabeth, Alex, Marc and Bill. 

I passed to Alan's mother, Elizabeth, a cheque 
which I said Alan passed to me and in the event 
of his death, to pass it on, as my contribution to 
help the family.  It was to the value of five million 
US dollars. 

They accepted the cheque gracefully and with 
great cheer. At that moment my mobile phone 
rang on me. 

“Hello Rachel speaking” 
“Hello Rachel, Bruce here, Aberdeen County 

attorneys” 
“Yes Bruce, how can I help you today?” 
“I am contacting on behalf of your Aberdeen 

supermarket.  They have a issue and they 
desperately require your assistance please.” 

“OK Bruce, I'll leave here today.  I just need 
to contact the airport to arrange a flight from New 
Zealand back home.” 

“OK that's cool Rachel, we will see you as soon 
as possible then.  Bye” 

“Bye” 
“I am so sorry, I have to go back home, I 

have a situation with one of my supermarkets.” 
Elizabeth then said “OK Rachel, have a safe 

trip and God bless you then.” 
I replied “Thank you.  I'll talk to you in the 

near future then bye for now.” 
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I hailed another taxi, secretly grateful at how 
much finances I had available in my bank 
account.  I went to the New Plymouth Airport and 
caught the next flight to Seattle, Washington 
state, then caught the first flight to Aberdeen and 
went to see the Brian, the attorney. 

I was ushered into Bruce's office and waited 
for Bruce to walk into the office sitting in the sofa. 

 
In walked Bruce, looked at me, took his Jacket 

off to hang it on the cloak stand which was just 
inside his door,  went behind his desk and sat 
down.  Bruce was a tall man  who walked with a 
limp.  He had on a cheap suite, a yellow tie and a 
vest. 

 
When he sat down he pulled out a file and said 

“Rachel?” 
“Yes?” I responded 
“Hello there I am Bruce.  you look like you 

have been on a plane all night, and did not get 
much sleep.” 

“I have been on a plane all night, I have had 
very little sleep, I was in New Zealand visiting a 
friends family, and I have a very short temper at 
the moment.  Now can you please tell me what 
you need from me Bruce?” 

“Straight to business, I can do that.”  And he 
opened his file.  “Rachel, your store here in 
Aberdeen has had a situation.  The manager has 
done a 'bunk' to use a loose translation of the 
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word, and he has left with about ten million 
dollars, give or take.   What do you want done?” 

I thought about that and I asked, “Where has 
he gone, any ideas? And who is looking into his 
current where abouts?” 

Bruce looked at me and said “Well we have a 
PI looking for him, still no luck, we have 
contacted the Police and the Sheriffs office and 
they have got in touch with the FBI.  There are 
doubts as to where he may be going tho...” 

At that moment the phone rang and he said, 
“Excuse me, this might be information about the 
situation we are discussing” 

At that he picked up the phone. 
“Bruce here, what is up Emma?” 
“OK, that is what the PI said is it?...  In that 

case, get INTERPOL on the phone for me please.  
Thank you Emma” 

And he hung up the phone.  “That was my 
personal assistant, Emma, and she was saying 
that the PI has tracked him down to a specific 
house in Mexico.  Time to get INTERPOL 
involved.” 

I asked, “INTERPOL?  You mean International 
Police?  What is their success rate?” 

He looked at me and said “about 75% success 
rating, mind you all the research has generally 
been done by local law enforcement, so...” 

I laughed at that and said “how much is this 
going to cost me, any ideas?” 
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He looked at his file and asked “Do you have 
insurance for your business?” 

I laughed a very hollow laugh, “Of course I do.  
I would be foolish not to.” 

The attorney smiled at me and said “Well in 
that case, the insurance will cover it.  You will 
need to pay nothing.” 

At that I said, “OK, I'll go and visit my 
supermarket and see what is happening there.  Is 
that OK with you?” 

“Sounds great Miss McIsaac.  I'll be in touch.  
Bye” 

I smiled and said “Bye.  Oh by the way, Brian?  
I want him charged with embezzling.  I do not put 
up with my workers taking advantage of me.” 

“Very well Miss McIsaac, when I get in touch 
with INTERPOL, I will inform them as to your 
decision.” 

At that, I walked out of the office and went to 
my supermarket to look into the situation. 

 
As I walked past Emma, she just received a 

phone call from INTERPOL and transferred it into 
Bruce.  I walked down to the car and headed to 
the Supermarket to find out what information 
they had and inform them to the information that 
I had. 

 
As I walked in, the duty manager came up to 

me and asked “Any news yet?” 



Two Minds Become One 

Page 87 of 118 © Robert Ward, 2011 

“Not yet, INTERPOL is getting involved but 
nothing concrete.  I need to look into the personal 
files and determine the who the new manager will 
be that will take over the general day to day 
management of the store.  I am not too sure, but 
I think I might need to be here until our 
replacement can be determined.” 
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Chapter	  Ten	  

The	  Offer	  

As I sat at the managers desk in the office at 
my Aberdeen Supermarket, I heard a knock on 
the door.  I got up, opened it and I saw the last 
person I would expect to see.  Major John 
McIntire.  He looked at me, smiled and said, 
“Well, hello there Rachel.  Long time no see.  How 
are things?” 

I invited him into my office and said smiling 
“Well I could get into that, but I think Ill just say 
that I cant complain, No one listens...  With a few 
obvious exceptions.” 

He laughed at that and nodded.  “Well that is 
true ain't it?  The reason for the visit.  I contacted 
Captain Sara Booth and she suggested that I try 
to find here, so I came to look for you.  I 
contacted the Corps Officer in New Plymouth, New 
Zealand and asked them about Alan's experience 
and history in New Zealand, that they suggested 
me to contact Booth College of mission. 

“So obviously I did, which was when I learned 
that you were accepted for officers training 
college.  So I contacted my local Divisional 
Commander, DC, and explained the situation to 
him.  When I was complete, he asked if you still 
attended a corps at which time I said that you are 
a member of Port Angeles, but not a uniformed 
soldier.  He said that they would contact the 
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Territorial Commander, TC, and talk to him about 
your situation and see what we can organize.” 

I looked at him and asked “What exactly are 
you getting at Major?  Why are you beating 
around the bush?” 

He took a minute to think about his answer 
before replying, “What I am talking about, Rachel, 
is the possibility of you becoming an officer here 
in the United States.  How does that sound?” 

 
I was flabbergasted.  Stunned into silence.  I 

looked at him with tears in my eyes and asked, 
“Are you serious?  Can you sort that out?  I have 
been trying to become an officer for ages.  I 
honestly thought when the situation occurred that 
was the end of my chances to becoming an 
Officer.” 

He smiled and said “There is a strong 
possibility that the TC can arrange something.  
However, there is something that he is talking to 
the International Commander, the IC about it.” 

“He is contacting London about something to 
do with this?  What could ever be so important to 
require the TC to contact the International 
Headquarters of The Salvation Army?” 

“Well, what we are thinking about here, is 
trying something new but we need permission 
from the IC to attempt it.” 

I looked at him before asking, “Do you mind if 
I ask about what are you thinking about trying 
out?” 
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He weighed something up inside his head 
before he finally answered, “The TC here is 
wanting to commission new candidates as 
Auxiliary Captains, and then send them into a 
corps under an officer like a captain or a major 
and get them to train up the new officer. 

“They will be an Auxiliary Captain for 5 years 
then continue as a standard officer for the 
traditional time.  Meaning after the first 5 years 
as an auxiliary Captain, they become a 
Lieutenant,then after 5 years as a lieutenant, then 
become a Captain then after 20 years as a 
Captain, they become a Major. 

“We are thinking about trying it out with you 
which is why this Sunday at the Port Angeles 
Corps, we will get you back into uniform.  Are you 
prepared to assist us with this?” 

I thought about that and said, “Ill do it.  What 
is the first thing I need to do?” 

He looked at me saying “Ill be in touch.  You 
will not be going through alone, there will be a 
guy training with you.  Is that OK with you, 
Rachel?” 

“The idea of a guy training with me doesn't 
bother me  much.” 

He thought for a minute before saying “OK 
Rachel, we will see you at the Port Angeles corps 
on Sunday, we need to get everything else 
organized before we can proceed.” 

“Well, I always go to church on Sunday at Port 
Angeles anyway.” I answered.  “I will need to go 
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back into uniform as well wont I?  Does that mean 
that I will need to go through soldier-ship classes 
again or will it be a straight transfer which will not 
be straight forward?” 

 
He looked right into my eyes and said “The TC 

from  the New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga territory, 
will transfer the paperwork to the TC here, then 
they will send it to me.  I will visit you and get the 
paperwork verified, then send it to London for 
confirmation, then get you back into uniform 
here.  We have already started the process, and 
the IC is sending the paper work back to me, I am 
due to be getting it back on Wednesday 
sometime.  At that time I will visit you and get 
everything confirmed from you, then we can  
perform the transfer.” 

 
I smiled at him and said “Great contact me 

when you can, please.  I will be going back to 
Forks tonight after assigning a new manager 
here.  I already have someone in mind, I just 
need to officially offer them the position.” 

 
At that, he stood walked towards the door, 

before he opened the door he asked “What are 
the odds to starting a corps here in Aberdeen?” 

I responded “we could try, but not to sure if it 
will work out.  I have not really been here all that 
long.  I could ask around for you if that is OK with 
you.” 
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He smiled at that “Yes please, I look forward 
to hearing back from you soon” he walked out the 
door, and closed it quietly. 

I got back to my paperwork and decided to 
offer Jean Carter the new management position.  
So I called her in and said to her, “Hello Jean, as I 
am sure you already know, we need a new 
manager.  I have decided to offer you the 
position.  Are you interested in taking it up?” 

she looked at me, and thought.  I thought I 
saw excitement come over her features as she 
responded, ”That sounds like it could be 
interesting, I think I will try.  Do you really think I 
have what it takes?” 

“I would not have offered you the position if I 
had any doubts.  I have a copy of a contract for 
you to look through.  Please take it to a lawyer.  
Get them to send me the account.  I will pay for it 
so that I can ensure that it is all legal.  Thanks, 
Jean.” 

“OK then Rachel.  Ill do just that.  Bye” 
At that, I got up, walked out of the 

supermarket and went to my car to go home to 
my place in Forks. 
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Chapter	  eleven	  

The	  Salvation	  Army	  

I got up on Thursday morning, had a hot 
shower, and then went for breakfast.  After I 
finished breakfast I went into the lounge and went 
onto the computer to check my bank account. 

Just then I heard a knock on the door.  So I 
went to open it,  I saw Major John McIntire and 
someone new.  Major John walked in and 
commented “Rachel, This is Commissioner John 
Blue.  Commissioner This is Rachel McIsaac, Until 
about 5 years ago she was Alan Peters of New 
Plymouth Corps.” 

“Well actually, It is North Taranaki Corps it 
changed because Bell Block Corps merged with 
the New Plymouth Corps and was rechristened as 
North Taranaki Corps.” 

They both looked at me and Commissioner 
Blue actually raised his Eyebrows.  I looked 
between the two of them and said “sorry for 
interrupting you sir, just thought I had better 
correct you Major” 

The Commissioner smiled as he said “No 
worries Miss McIsaac, I am glad you informed us 
about that, but I already knew that as I was on 
the phone with them over the last week.  But 
thank you for correcting us.  So to business shall 
we?  Rachel I need you to look over this file to 
confirm that the details are correct then we can 
look at getting you a uniform.” 
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I took the file and had a look.  After I looked 
at it, I said “Yes Commissioner all these details 
are correct to the best of my knowledge.” 

“Great Ill go and get this to the TC and we will 
re-enroll you as a soldier on Sunday, OK Rachel?” 

“OK Commissioner.” 
“Oh and Rachel?” 
“yes?” 
The Commissioner looked at Major McIntire 

and then back to me and said “I want you to go 
with John McIntire to get your uniform organized.  
OK?” 

I looked at Major John before looking back at 
commissioner John and said “OK then, when are 
you available to go Major?” 

Major John looked at Commissioner John and 
asked “Are you OK to get back to Port Angeles, 
Commissioner?” 

The Commissioner looked at the Major and 
said “Yes thanks, I will be OK thanks John.” 

At that Commissioner John went out to the 
car, and said, “Ill meet you back at Port Angeles 
corps about 4pm OK John?” 

“OK” said Major John, “I will bring Rachel with 
me and she can meet the other person who will 
be training with her.   OK?” 

The Commissioner smiled at that and said 
“Great, we can have dinner together.  OK?  Do 
you have any dietary requirements Rachel?” 

I looked at him and said “I am a Vegan 
Vegetarian for medical reasons.” 
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The commissioner looked at her and said “OK 
I shall organize something for dinner that you can 
eat.  I will see you both at 4PM” 

“Great” we both said together. 
At that Major John and I went to Seattle to get 

a uniform for Sunday.  I got it custom fitted and it 
cost me about $750, which I thought was a 
bargain. 

 
Major John also recommended that I get an 

officers uniform and authorized the purchase.  I 
got both uniforms and we went to lunch in Seattle 
and had quite a nice lunch, which Major John paid 
for. 

After lunch we went into the Salvation Army 
book shop and picked up about $1500 in books 
including a song book, bibles, handbook of 
doctrine and a few other items. 

Having everything I needed, we then went to 
Port Angeles for dinner. 

About 3.30 pm we arrived at the corps in Port 
Angeles and waited in the cars until Commissioner 
John to arrive.  

 
He arrived at 3.55 pm Lieutenant Bill Booth 

came with Commissioner John to open up and 
disarm the alarm.  Someone else came in as well.  
He was 6 foot 2 inches was a very bold guy and 
looked great in his uniform.  We all went in and I 
went into the ladies restroom to get changed into 
my uniform.  I had to buy 2 pairs of black high 
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heels, 2 navy blue skirts, 2 white blouses, a 
broach.  I can't forget about the Tunic, Navy blue 
with blue epaulets. 

I also pulled out my officers jacket and 
epaulets which were red.  There were two sets of 
each colour epaulets, one for the blouse and one 
for the tunic.  I also did my hair, put on my 
makeup, perfume and brushed my teeth.  I went 
up to the officers and said “Excuse me, sirs, could 
you please keep my history out of this 
conversation?  I want to be known as Rachel, not 
Alan.  I am who I now am.  Not who I was.  I still 
have the same calling and I wanted to go into 
uniform straight away as soon as I recovered, 
however I could not die to well... I am sure you 
know.” 

“OK Rachel, you are Rachel, no one else.  No 
one needs to know about your past, however, I 
would strongly recommend that you inform who 
you decide to marry.” 

“I am not Alan anymore  I was also a crime 
victim. I am not a guy I am a female.  My name is 
Rachel McIsaac.  I had an accident earlier in my 
life, and I recovered from it.  ” 

“OK Rachel done deal.  No mention of Alan, no 
mention of New Zealand, No mention of anything 
other that what you choose to disclose.  Hows 
that?” 

“Great Thank you all very much.  God Bless” 
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I went out and sat in the office that we were 
all meeting and crossed my legs so that I was 
comfortable.  Then in came the other man.  I still 
had no idea of his name, but I was sure I would 
learn soon enough.  I could not keep my eyes off 
him and every time our eyes met, I looked down. 

In came the officers and they all sat down and 
took a second look at me.  I looked different than 
everyone had seen me.  Well everyone except the 
commissioner anyway. 

 
Lt. Booth started talking first.   
He said “Rachel, this is Jibsam Asaph.  He is 

from Hebrew origin, but don't hold that against 
him, he was actually born in Seattle and neither 
him or his family have shown any sign of Hebrew 
segregation. 

“Jibsam, this is Rachel McIsaac, she has lived 
in Seattle for most of her life, she is the daughter 
of the late Anna and Joseph McIsaac, and she is 
very active here in Port Angeles Corps” 

 
So we shook hands and as i stood up so did all 

the guys.  I was so surprised that I sat down 
again.  As soon as I sat down, so did they.  At 
that moment, Jibsam excused himself for a 
minute so that he could go outside as he had just 
heard something with his car. 

 
The officers took advantage of that 

momentary pause without Jibsam.  Major McIntire 
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said, “On Sunday, I will be at the meeting to 
officially transfer you to Port Angeles.  As far as 
anyone knows you are transferring from 
Bremerton.  Commissioner John will go see them 
tomorrow and arrange it.”  Just then. Jibsam 
walked in again, and went to sit in the seat one 
over from mine. 

At that time I decided it was time for a coffee, 
and as soon as I announced I feel like a coffee, 
Jibsam asked how I like it.  At the same time 
lieutenant Booth suggested that we go into the 
kitchen so that we can all enjoy a coffee.  We all 
agreed so we went into the kitchen and enjoyed a 
coffee. 

 
At that Jibsam said how he became a 

Christian.  He commenced by saying “I became I 
Christian because I was sick.  Very sick actually, it 
was kind of like a pneumonia, but my doctor 
called it a very long strange name, he called it  
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis  
which basically means a lung disease caused by 
inhaling very fine silica or quartz dust.  I was 
working as a miner at Groundhog Mine at Bayard 
in New Mexico  at the time.”  I looked at him like I 
was lost and he wrote this down for me: 

 
 pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis It is 

pronounced noo-muh-noh-uhl-truh-mahy-kruh-skop-ik-sil-i-
koh-vol-key-noh-koh-nee-oh-sis. 
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He laughed at the look on my face and said “I 
was very hard for me.  It took me ages to come 
right.  I honestly thought I was going to die, so I 
made a deal with God.  I said 'if you let me get 
over this I will never go mining again and I will do 
what you want me to do, when you want me to do 
it, and I will do it where you want me to do it.'  
He said to me 'go to Washington state, in Seattle 
and join the Salvation Army there.  I want you to 
become an officer for me'.  So I moved to Seattle 
joined the Salvation Army and did what he said, 
when he said, where he said.  What about you 
Rachel?” 

So I said to him “I lived it Seattle for ages. 
But because of my mother, have not been able to 
attend the Corps there.  I became a soldier about 
5 years ago in a place called Bremerton here in 
Washington state as soon as my mother passed, 
God rest her soul.  It was soon after then that I 
moved to Port Angeles and attended there.  But 
because what I was going through at the time, I 
decided not to go into uniform.  That is where I 
first met Lieutenants Bill and Sara Booth.  But I 
was in Hospital when I met Major John McIntire.  
They helped me through what I was going 
through and I am now back in uniform.  God told 
me ages ago to become an officer, but due to my 
age I could not do it at the time.  Now that I am 
23, I decided it was time to apply, so I went to 
Lieutenant Sara Booth, Bills Wife and she 
requested if she could contact Major John McIntire 
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here, Of course I said she could, then he 
contacted me about this experimental training 
which I snapped up with both hands. 

“In my past I was a victim of a kidnapping, an 
uncalled for operation and a rape.  God has 
helped me get back to this place in my life where 
I am where I should be with him. 

“That is my past.  I have learned a lot in my 
past and I trust God that he will provide for me.” 

I stood up, Everyone else followed suite, and I 
went to the bathroom for a few minutes.  I walked 
in, and broke down on the floor.  About 10 
minutes later there was a knock on the door, and 
in walked Lieutenant Sara Booth.  I looked at her 
and she said, “Bill told me what happened.  When 
did you learn about it?” 

I replied “Just before I  went to New Zealand 
about 3 weeks ago.  I was a shock at first, but 
now, I am just surprised I went there.  I did not 
want to, but once I started talking about, I just 
could not stop.  I managed to avoid the fact I was 
Alan, but just.” 

She looked at me and asked, “How are you 
Rachel?” 

“I am fine thanks, well I am fine now thanks.  
That just cleared something out for me.  I don't 
really understand it, but God does which is why I 
said it.  God told me to.” 

She smiled at me, touched up my makeup and 
went to help me out. 

I asked her, “When did you get here?” 
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“Just, Bill rang me, said you might need me.  I 
am glad that you opened up like that, but it would 
have been better just between you and I don't 
you think?” 

“I cant believe I said that in front of a 
stranger.  Oh well, better get into the kitchen 
again.  Can you come with me please?” 

She looked at me.  “Of course I will.” 
and we walked into the kitchen together.  As 

soon as the guys saw me, they all stood up, 
remained standing until Sara and I sat down, then 
the guys sat down again.   

At that Jibsam approached me and asked “Are 
you OK, Rachel?  I am a little concerned about 
you now.  Basically I just want to know that you 
did not give us guys too much information.” 

I looked at him and said, “I gave as much as I 
feel comfortable giving.  I hope you do not mind, 
but that was the first time I told anyone that.” 

He smiled politely and asked “How far away is 
the dinner, Commissioner, I just feel it has been a 
long day, and a lot of information has been given 
today.” 

The Commissioner looked at Jibsam and said, 
I agree.  Dinner will be ready very soon.  Rachel, 
can I talk to you outside for a moment please?” 

“Of course, Commissioner.  After you sir.” 
At that we both got up, once again the other 

guys got up as well, and the Commissioner and I 
walked out. 
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“Rachel, I am a little concerned about how 
much information you gave out before you went 
to the bathroom.  Any idea why you said what 
you said?” 

I replied, “I know exactly why I said what I 
did.  I believe that it was what the Lord wanted 
me to say.  I did not go into detail and I did not 
provide to much about what I asked you guys not 
to say, but I felt comfortable to disclose what I 
disclosed.  I realize that you are very cautious 
about what to say, but I think I was right to say 
that.” 

“OK, that is your choice, do you think you will 
say anything else tonight though?” 

I thought about that for a second before 
responding, “I doubt it somehow.” 

He smiled at me then, “Very well then, Rachel, 
shall we go back in?” 

“Just before we go in, why are all the guys 
standing like that?  I mean chivalry is dead ain't 
it?” 

He laughed at that one.  “No Rachel, Chivalry 
is not dead, well not yet anyway.  After you 
then?” he asked as he opened the door. 

I walked in and I knew he was following me as 
I heard his footsteps behind me, even thought I 
knew it was safe I naturally stepped aside so that 
he could pass by. 

The other guys stood up again, and I thought 
that they will probably stand up every time I walk 
in or out, and they did.  We all went to the seats 
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and we were supposed to self serve ourselves, 
but Jibsam got me mine like a gentleman and 
insisted that I sit down.  I ensured that he knew 
that I was a Vegan Vegetarian which was when I 
found out that he is as well. 

We both sat down and enjoyed a nice vegan 
meal.  After we had a Sparkling Grape juice as 
that was all we wanted.  We swapped numbers 
then left for home.  We also agreed to meet up 
again in Port Angeles on Sunday to attempt to 
enjoy the meeting together.  I went home to 
Forks and was tossing up about the possibility of 
moving back to Port Angeles. 

I went home and looked through my assets 
list to see what was there.  I discovered that I 
had a house in Port Angeles.  So I decided to 
contact Lieutenant Sara Booth and explained “I 
have decided to move back to Port Angeles so 
that I can be closer to church.” 

  She asked “what do you intended to do with 
the house in Forks?” 

I said “I would rent it out.  I have done it 
before and I can do it again.” 

She replied “that's cool, when are you moving 
back here then?” 

I responded “I need to locate the house 
ownership details then I can move straight away 
with no problem.” 

She said “OK, I will see you when the move 
progresses then.  Is that right, Rachel?” 

“Sounds great to me.” 
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“Oh Rachel, I wanted to ask you, what 
happened about Yosef Levi?” 

At that point, I changed the subject.  “Any 
idea what I could do at church by any chance?” 

She thought about that before answering, “Do 
you know anything about Computers, Sound 
systems or the projector?” 

“Yes I do.  When do you want me to start?” 
At that Sara said “I will see you this Sunday 

then, and don't forget to come in uniform.” 
“Done, Ill see you at the meeting.” 
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Chapter	  twelve	  

Back	  as	  it	  should	  be	  

I walked into the hall on Sunday morning and 
performed to the best of my ability every task I 
was given. 

The next February Commissioner John Blue 
arrived and called me to the hall on a Friday 
morning.  I walked in just as Jibsam Asaph turn 
up in his car.  We were both in uniform as we 
walked in together. 

“Morning Jibsam” I said 
“Morning Rachel” he said. 
“Hey Rachel...”  he asked 
“Yes” 
“Do you have any idea why we are here in a 

Friday?” 
I thought about that and said “Yes I know 

exactly why we are here, but we need to wait and 
see if that is why” 

Commissioner Blue met up with us and said 
“on Sunday you two will be commissioned and 
ordained so that you two can commence your 
training.” 

I looked at Jibsam and smiled at him. 
 
The next Sunday, we turned up on schedule 

with our blue and red tunics, and me with my red 
broach and my blue.  Commissioner Blue came in 
and asked to see us in our 'reds', so we took off 
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our 'blues' and put on our reds.  He was happy 
with it. 

He said “put on our 'blues again, and go into 
the hall to wait for everyone else please.”  Then 
he walked out the door. 

Jibsam and I went into the hall and sat down.  
Jibsam near the front, and me on the sound desk. 

At 10am, Lieutenant Bill Booth got up to say 
“Good morning, Welcome to the Salvation Army 
this morning.  Before we commence, I would like 
to introduce you all to 2 officers.  This is Major 
John McIntire, and this is Commissioner John 
Blue.  They are here to perform a commissioning.  
Commissioner?” 

Lt Booth sat down in his seat, and 
Commissioner Blue stood up. 

“Thank you lieutenant Booth.  First I would 
like to announce a world first.  We here in 
Washington State are the first to attempt an 
officer training utterly based within a corps.  
There are two people, one man and one woman, 
who have agreed to this trial.  Upon completion of 
this attempt the General will decide based entirely 
on the results of this attempt. 

“Could Miss Rachel McIsaac and Mr Jibsam 
Asaph please come up here while I explain this to 
the rest of the corps.” 

I stood up, as did Jibsam, as we headed up 
the front. 

The Commissioner continued “This attempt 
goes like so.  First, we will commission Miss 
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McIsaac and Mr Asaph as Axillary Captains for the 
next five years.  During that time, they will be 
taught through the corps we sent them to and 
they will perform a mission at the same time. 

“Rachel, I am going to ordain you as a 
minister of our Lord Jesus Christ and commission 
you as an officer of the Salvation Army at the 
rank of Axillary Captain. 

“Jibsam, I am also going to ordain you as a 
minister of our Lord Jesus Christ and commission 
you as an officer of the Salvation Army at the 
rank of Axillary Captain.” 

We looked at each other and smiled, I felt like 
my world had come the right way up, as if I were 
living wrong.  He then continued to say, “I am 
going to appoint you as a Trainee Officer under 
the command of Majors John and Josephine 
McIntire.  We are going to send you all to Forks to 
set up a new Corps.  They will train you both up 
in the way that is expected for Officers of The 
Salvation Army.  Are there any questions?” 

 
We looked at each other and nodded.  He 

looked at Commissioner Blue before asking, 
“When do we start?” 

Commissioner Blue looked at me and Jibsam 
carefully before saying, “Immediately.” 

At that we both smiled at each other and the 
Major John and Josephine McIntire came up and 
said “you two better come with me, you need to 
get changed.” 
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We walked out, as a song commenced.  When 

we came in, everyone in the hall was standing up.  
I did not realize this was part of the ceremony.  
Major McIntire paused at the door.  The door 
man, Peter Roberts, opened the door, Major 
McIntire saluted, by raising his right index finger, 
at which Commissioner Blue returned the salute.  
They said, walk in after we get out of the way, 
don't forget the salute. 

When Major McIntire moved out of the way, 
male one side, female other side, they looked at 
us.  We both saluted by raising the right index 
finger and waited for commissioner Blue to 
respond.  We stood there in our new 'reds' and 
waited. 

I started wondering if I was doing something 
wrong, but as my eyes drifted to Major McIntire, 
he nodded.  Taking that as some sign, I moved 
one step forward, Jibsam did the same then we 
stopped.  As soon as we stopped, there was a 
flash from a camera, there was clapping from 
around the hall and Commissioner Blue's finger 
went up into a salute. 

We walked in as after Major McIntire, and 
separated at the same point as the Majors before 
we stood in front of the Commissioner together, 
moving only after Major McIntire.  It was like a 
well rehearsed dance.  John and Josephine before 
Jibsam and myself. 
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After the ceremony was complete, we took our 
seats and remained for the duration of the 
service.  After the service we found out that the 
officers had arranged a luncheon in the hall.  We 
left after lunch and went to our homes to prepare 
going to Forks to fulfill our duty by moving to 
Forks and assisting to setup a new Corps.   

 
Two Years Later 
 
We had just secured the purchase of a 

building and for some unknown unforeseeable 
reason I had been interested in my co-worker, 
Jibsam Asaph.  Last week Jibsam and I decided to 
commence a relationship.  We had completed 
about half of our papers and Major John and 
Josephine were impressed with what we had 
learned and put into practice. 

 
We kept performing the work to the best of 

our ability to ensure that we not only completed 
the work but also the papers. 

 
About Three years later. 
 
We had completed our training, our papers 

and our on work experience.  The commissioner 
was due to arrive the next day to go through all 
the papers and get the report from Major 
McIntire. 
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He walked in at the same time that Jibsam sat 
on the seat in the foyers.  We took the middle 
two.  Beside my was Major Josephine and beside 
Jibsam was Major John.  The commissioner 
walked into the office, and Major John walked in 
right after him, closed the door then there was 
silence. 

About five minutes later Major John opened 
the door, called in Josephine and closed the door 
again.  Five minutes later later the door opened, 
the commissioner came to the door.  “Could you 
two please come in here?” 

We got up and walked into the office.  When 
we walked in, we say everyone standing around.  
The door clicked as it was closed.  The 
commissioner walked to the desk and sat behind 
it. 

He looked at at us looking like he was thinking 
about something before saying 

“The Majors here are recommending both of 
you to commence your new careers as Captains.  
Problem is that the agreement was that you 
would start 5 years as Auxiliary Captains, then 5 
years as lieutenant then go to captains.  Are you 
two prepared to start as Captains?” 

 
We looked at each others and both responded 

at exactly the same moment “We are prepared to 
start at what ever rank you choose 
Commissioner.” 
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He looked at the majors who smiled at him 
before responding to us “Congratulations, you 
passed the test.  Because you both will let me 
choose the rank for you two to commence with, I 
have had permission to promote you both to that 
of Captain, but, we have to send you two to New 
Zealand.  Are there any questions about this?” 

“Can we have a few minutes alone to discuss 
this please?” 

“Of Course you can, Majors, can we go get a 
coffee please?” 

Major John looked at us and said “Would you 
two like one as well?” 

“No thanks” I replied. 
Major john smiled at us before saying “Right 

this way Commissioner”.  At that they left. 
 
Jibsam and I looked at each other, and I 

asked “tell me, we have been going out for about 
3 year now, haven't we?” 

“Yes, about three years, but I was wondering 
if it's time to progress our relationship.  What do 
you think?” 

I looked at him, and said “what are you 
implying?” 

He looked at me, thinking before he 
responded “would you be interested in...” 

“Wait I interrupted.  Are you going to ask 
about marriage?” 

He looked at me and said “Actually I was, 
hows about it?” 
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I looked at him and said “either way, we need 
to make a decision about it before they come 
back in.” 

At that, Jibsam stood up, went over to his 
uniform jacket, and pulled something out.  He 
gave it to me.  I was a Blue fabric wrapped box, 
like a ring box, and it was fairly heavy.  I opened 
it just as Major Josephine walked in.  She stopped 
and looked at me staring at the box, while Jibsam 
was crouching down.  I glanced up at her, just as 
she backed out. 

I looked back at Jibsam as he got to one knee 
in a traditional crouch, took the case out of my 
hand, opened the case and asked “Rachel, I love 
you, and I always will.  Would you do me the 
honour of of becoming my wife?” 

I was dumbstruck, dumbfounded, in shock. 
Yes I love him, but am I ready for marriage?  

Am I ready to be someones wife?  I don't know, 
well I don't know just yet, I needed some time to 
think about it. 

Before I could say I want some time to think 
about it, I knew that this is what God wanted me 
to do.  I had heard him speaking to me for almost 
6 years now, since before I commenced training.  
Now I was on the edge of becoming a captain, a 
wife and going to New Zealand.  I looked at him 
and I said “On one condition.” 

He looked a little cautious “What's the 
condition?” 
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I looked at him and I said “I want it done 
before we move to New Zealand.” 

He took a sigh of relief “I think that is 
something that we can accommodate.  But is that 
a yes?” 

I sighed and breathed “Yes, it is a yes, I will 
marry you.” 

At that he took the ring out of the case, and 
put it on my ring finger on my left hand.  Just 
then, the door opened, and Major Josephine 
McIntire poked her head around the door and I 
gave a thumbs up just as we kissed.  Major 
Josephine McIntire cleared her throat before 
entering and allowed in Major John and 
Commissioner Blue. 

 
“So Rachel, did you have any questions before 

officially accepting you new rank and position in 
New Zealand?” 

I looked at Jibsam, who nodded.  I smiled and 
looked at commissioner Blue.  Major Josephine 
smiled but other than that showed no other sign 
of knowledge. “One thing, Sir.  Jibsam and I 
would like to get married before we go to New 
Zealand to take up our new post in New Zealand.  
Is that going to be a problem?” 

He looked at me and smiled “Not at all, it 
might take some time before we can perform the 
marriage tho as we do not have the paperwork.” 

Jibsam said, “I do” 
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I looked at him as did each of the others.  I 
asked him “When did you get that?” 

“When I got the ring” 
He smiled at me, I smiled at him, the majors 

both smiled at each other.  The commissioner 
raised his eyebrows.  “Really?  That was a bit of a 
risk wasn't it, what if Rachael had said No?” 

He smiled and said “that was never really 
much of a risk, I have been hearing her talk in 
her sleep when she falls asleep in the lounge 
which she does sometimes.” 

 
I raised my eyebrows at him then.  

Commissioner Blue said “OK, what date?  
Considering this Sunday is the 28th November 
2021.” 

 
I looked at Jibsam “we have both decided on 

Sunday the 5th December 2021.  So this Sunday 
we need to put it in the bulletin in both Forks 
Corps and in Port Angeles.  We also want it done 
in Forks, so what we will try to do is get our corps 
to travel to Port Angeles for the ceremony, if that 
is OK.  I might if Bill Booth can do it” 

“Of course it is, you have been going to Port 
Angeles for a while before you commenced 
training at Forks, so yeah of course”  We all 
turned around and saw Captain Bill and Sara 
Booth walk in. 

“When did you guys get promoted to 
Captain?” 
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Sara Booth looked at me and said, Last week 
we received out official commission to Captain 
effective from today, actually. 

The Commissioner said “Normally your 
promotion goes from today as well, however 
because of your request, you will be promoted on 
the 6th December to the rank of Captain.” 

 
Sara looked at me and said “There you are.  

We are the same rank now, well not just yes, but 
we will be the same rank, promoted and whatever 
at the same time.” 

 
I went home and got everything ready for the 

ceremony.  We went to the meeting on Sunday 
and announced a 'sally rally' at Port Angeles on 
the 5th December and there would be a ceremony 
there as well.  I also announced the imminent 
promotion of us but I never said what rank we 
would be promoted to. 

 
During the week, Jibsam and I went to get 

everything organized for the wedding.  We 
checked out whether or not based on our history 
and found no problem there, we got everything 
ready, the clothing, the hall decked out, the food 
for the reception, the license all that sort of stuff. 

 
On Saturday, we ensured that everything was 

finalized all food requirements, ensured all 
furniture was suited to our needs.  We also 
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confirmed that Captain Bill Booth can do it.  I 
forked out close to $150,000. 

 
On Sunday Morning, Jibsam left before I got 

up when Bill Booth picked him up.  I was so glad 
that I had such great friends in Bill and Sara 
Booth. 

 
Sara pulled up in her car soon after they left 

to get me ready for the wedding.  We only did so 
much at Forks so we went to Port Angeles.  It 
took about five and a half hours to get ready, so 
at midday we headed to the hall. 

 
We got out of the car and Sara got her 

bouquet and one the music commenced playing, 
she started down the isle.  I followed shortly 
after.  All my life I never thought I would end up 
doing this, perhaps for a good reason. 

 
After the ceremony, we walked out of the hall, 

got changed into our uniforms and went back in 
as prearranged with Commissioner Blue.  We then 
got promoted to the rank of Captain and given 
our first assignments as Corps Officers at 
Palmerston North Corps, New Zealand.  
Commencing 2nd February 2022. 

We went on our honeymoon to New Plymouth, 
New Zealand and we went for regular walks along 
the coastal walkway, starting at the Port and went 
out to Bell Block just so that I could say I had 
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done it as my last attempt to do it did not work 
out very well.  Not for the walkway anyway. 

We had time to kill before we had to go to our 
appointment in Palmerston North.  I tracked down 
the officers I had had while I was here as Alan, 
and caught up with them.  I still enjoyed New 
Zealand. 

 
On the 31st January we went to Palmerston 

North to ensure we were there on time.  Our stuff 
had just arrived as we arrived ourselves. 

Three months later, we were throughly 
enjoying ourselves in Palmerston North until I 
went to the doctor and found out I was pregnant.  
The joy from that made the last 3 months seem 
insignificant. 

Five and a half months later I had a baby Girl 
and we decided to name her Rebeka Trinity 
Asaph.  What surprised me, what when 30 
minutes later I also had a boy.  So we decided to 
name him Alan Yehoshua Asaph. 

 

The	  Future?	  

 
All was going well and I was preparing for a 

sermon on Sunday when we were watching the 
news. 

There was something on there which caught 
both of our interests. 
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'Tonight, just before the weather, NASA has 
announced that they are sending a prototype 
space flight vehicle which is for commercial 
flights.  Nicknamed the 'Bounty' but more 
officially the 'Phoenix' is the first ship which NASA 
says “can fold space time to travel to places like 
the Andromeda galaxy in one day” and can also 
travel around our solar system like a car driving 
around a city.  It can go to mars in half an hour 
and to Pluto, the mini-planet in three hours.  They 
are also creating a base on the moon which 
people will be living in in about 5 years.  Now to 
the Weather.” 

 
I looked at Jibsam and I said “not again.”  he 

raised his eyebrows, but I did not elaborate. 


